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G2 with European weather 

Palestinians hail US president 


Clinton 
gets his 
historic 
show of 
hands 


JuHan Borger bi Qaxa 


H ours before Bill 
CUatoa becante the 
first United States 
president to set foot on Pal- 
estinian-controlled land 
yesterday, he .was already 
seen on every comer of the 
Gaza Strip standing along- 
side a joy^ Tasser Arafat, 
nnder the woi^ **We have 
a dream — Free Palestine**, 
nie doohle portrait was 
everywhere, bedecked with 
US ana Palestinian flags, 
on placards held aloft by 
schoolchildren, and on a 
five stor^-high rnnraL In 
truth the iwiay was a com- 
pnter-eenerated Cake wfaieb 
had borrowed a pictoce at 
MrCBntangvlngatlnonbs 
iqii firom an old election 
campaign. But sndi details 
mattered littie to the wait- 
ing crowds. 

The president’s arrival 
on this sliver of Mediterra- 
nean coastline was a qiark 
that wonld one day brhig a 
Palestinian state to Uib, 
and tlM^ loved him &r IC 
When the duclal moment 
came fi>r the ndestinbm 
National CcnmcU to affirm 
its renunciation of violence 
against Israel — the mein 
d^iitomatic prize Mr Clin- 
ton come for — even 
hardened veterans of the 
long guerrilla war vied 
wtOi each other to raise 
their tuinds bii^iest 
Mr Clinton seized the mor 
ment The council, he said 
tvnn to page 3, coLunin 1 
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Tabloid campaign on EU taxes 
strengthens hostility to euro 


Mark Atkinson 
end Mletael White 


T ony Biair’s difficul- 
ties in winning the 
public over to the 
euro were starkly il- 
Instrated last ni^t with the 
release of an opinion poll 
showing the storm over tax 
harmonisation intensifying 
' hostility to Britain johiing 
the sin^ currency. 

A survey conduct aftv tile 
tatfloid oew^apee cam paign , 
.'against standardising tax^ 
across the European Unioii 
' finmd oigxisttioa t o mooti ary 
miinn hawking revSEShlg the 
froid of the past year. 

Couduicted between Decem- 
ber 3 and g, the week after the 
debate aa?^, tiie poll shows 
S8 pm* p en t a gainst Britain be- 

rrtmiwg part of the eurozone 
'and 29 per in fiavoun. ior 
creasing the. majority want- 
ing to retain sterling to M per 
cent timn 19 per cent in 
September. 

This reverses tiie previons 
pro-EMU swing .prompted by 
the Goverpment's ezpressioos 
of sunp^ Cor the euro'and tbe 
prlnmiile of joining wfaen eco- 

• nmnlf ^rwntinnc aTO XlgbL 

The poD. of 1,898 peo^ 
underlines the strngme itie 
Government faces with am- 
EMO.sections of the media 
whetf it decides to stage a 
promised rribrendum on the 
subject It suMcsts 

p mmont will flllOl itS aiPbl- 
tiM to Join the euro-zone only 


if it coDvinceB voters that giv- 
ing up the pound would not 
mean hl^i^ azes. 

The biMest swing of anti- 
EMU feeling has bea among 
readers of tabloid news- 
papers, according to the poll, 
which is carried out every 
two months by MORI for tiie 
US Investmoit bank Salomcn 
Smith Bamey.- 

Whlle EMU opponents have 
ahrays outnumbered support- 
ers among tabloid readers, 
their ranks have swelled in 
vtta three Tnonthg from a 
majority at 80 per cmt to 37 
per cent as a result of the rash 
of stories portraying Ger- 
many's ffnannB minister 
kar T-flftmtaina as the new 
Brussds bogeyman. 

Michael Saunders, UE 
sconooiist at Salomon Sm it h 
Barney, said the Sim’s reader- 
Ship was already highly anti- 
Ebffi and-its views had not 
been dbanged by tiie episode, 
which the Prime btinister has 

tried to bury by iseaSne a 
joint UE-Gennan tax state- 
ment ndixig out hannonisa- 
tlon of.income tax and a com- 
mon business tax structure. . . 

Howev^, anti-EMU senti- 1 
pyiTit am<mg .Dally Mail and | 
Express readeors was n ow of 
eimnar propoittona. “Even 
tiie readers cf the Labour-sup- 1 
porting Mirror show a sharp j 
anti-EMU swing," Mr ; 
Saimderssaid, 

The Guardian readership ia 
by for the most strong in 
fovour of Britain joining the 
single current, supported by , 



a majority of almost 40 per 
c»i' However, the tax har- 
monisation row has reduced 
titfe support by around 15 
points over tbe past three 
monfha! Support among Inde- 
pendent refers has slumped 
from a majority of just over 30 
PS* cent in S^tember to lo 
.per today. 

Leaving theantl-EMU Tele- 
gra^ aside, broadsheet read- 
ers Temain broatfly in fovour i 
of Brfti^ membership of the ' 
euro-zone but they have had 
f he jr enthusiasm dimmed by 
tbe tax liarnKuilsatam scare, i 

From a majority of 11 per I 
rsmt in fovour hi September, I 
tZmP is DOW a proBMU mar- 1 


gin of 6 per cent 

Even if the Government 
woe to urge people to vote for 
British mefflbezshjp of the 
euro-zone, the majority 
against would'be 14 per tetA, 
tbe poll shows, up from 7 per 
cent In July smd September. 

The poll was welcomed by 
Nick Herbert, ti» new chief 
executive of Business for 
Sterlhig, tbe organisation set 
up to campaign against Bilt- 
i^ monbeiship of the euro- 
zone. He said the poll con- 
ftmied the depth of concern 
among the puidic about the 
implications Britain join- 
ing the euro^oie. 

In the Commons yesterday 
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William Hague raised tbe 
tempo following the EC’s 
weekend summit in Vienna, 
wbere dedsions were 
postponed luitil next spring. 
He accused Tony Blair of foil- 
ing to defend the national in- 
terest — as Britain “foces the 
I greatest tiueat to its iodepen- 
I denee for decades'*. Tbe C(»- 
I servative leader’s claim, be- 
I fore the Prime Minister was 
onss-examined by MPs on 
' tbe summit, drew tbe 
counter-charge from Mr Blair 
I that “tiie lunatics have taken 
over tbe asyium" oTEuropean 
policy wT thin the Tory putir. 
where Mr Hague is sur- 
rounded by’headbangers’*. 

Mr Blair said: ‘^ttaln’s in- 
terests were safeguarded and 
promoted without dlfliculty. 
We defended our position, fo 
a constructive way. Just as 
others defended theirs." He 
dalmed Government had 
“transformed” Britain’s rela- 
tixms with other EU states — 
boBdisg alliances to pnxaote 
economic reform. 

Thoee stiio would eid up by 
taldag us out of Eui^ or so 
for to Its xnarglDs as to edipse 
any serious- influence in 
Europe, would profr^dly 
damage this country.'* Mr 
Hague said Mr Blair's *1iBUt of 
saying ooe to ao audi- 
ence in one place and another 
to an audleice in anotiiier 
place Is, him”. 
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TvfoSoiith Kupaans l.gBuropeOgusnflarMxxuk 
lisbed as kSted in action ^ 

In the Korean war have 
escaped fromttw 
commun]^ North after 
45 years ffi captivity. ^ 
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VERY Job appli- 
cant in Britain 
win be expected 
to provide proM 
of a “clean** 
criminal record 
under measures to curb ritiU 
abuse announced by the 
Home Secretary, Jack Straw, 
last night 

Employers win have the 
ri^t to Insist job applicants 
and volunteers produce a cer- 
tificBie ftotaiiing any criminal 
past Brom a Criminal Records 
Bureau which will be set up 
within two years. 

This massive avtwwdfMi of 
official vetting will invoice 
more than a third of the 
workforce every year. The 
Home Office expects 10 mil- 
Uon certificates to be issued 
aarJi year, with applicants 
charged between 5b5 and £10. 

The new self-finajocing 
agency, based on Merseyside 
and providing 1,200 jobs, win 
be managed hr tbe UE Pass- 
port Agency. 

The sdieme wQl involve 
tiiree levels of checks on a 
person's alminal past rang- 
ing from listing all “unspent" 
convictions to enhanced 
checks for those working 
with childien which dlsdose 
unproven police IntelUgence 
about current operations. 

Fears were raised last night 
that employers would “play 
safe" and refiise jobs to any- 
one with a criminal record, 
regardless of codes of practice 
stating that only amvictions 
“rtievanV* to the Job staoold 
betaken into account 

About 5 people in 

Britain have a criminal re- 
cord and there were concerns 
last n4fot that many could 
face permanent exclusion 
firom the labour market. 

Voluntary organisations, 
sudb as tbe Scoots and tiie 
NatiMud Centre for Volun- 
teering. were angry that tbe 
Government bad decided their 
uopaid volunteers would bee 
a dzarge of up to £20 for each 
certificate. The Scouts Associ- 
ation said tbe decision would 
cost it £750^000 a year. 

The scheme to vet ail job 
applicants in Britain formed 
part of Mlcbari Howard's 1997 
police Act which reached tbe 
statute book just before tbe 
general Section. Labour had 
made few statements on its 
position on the new Criminal 
Records Bureau until Mr 
Straw announced his plans 
last night to implement Mr 
Howard's legislation. 


Pinochet’s 
escape route 

THROUGH the telly of a 
single judge, the law lords, 
from being the heroes, may 
soon become the villa’ns 
. . . Ho^ann’s negligence 
expos^ the Pinochet court 
to having Its opinion 
nullified. Ifthatii^pens, 
several rools'wfli fait in. 

Hugo VcHBig bn the role of 
Loid Heffmam bi the 
nnocheteflMr, page ^ 
Hnoebet flgfrtfaeck,: page 9 
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Tbe scale of the scheme Is 
because tbe Data Protection 
Act says only the individual 
concerned can give permis- 
sion for his pezsonal details 
on tbe Police National Com- 
puter to be passed to a third 
party. This bars private com- 
panlm and voluntary organi- 
sations firom having direct ac- 
cess to police records. 

The Home Office minister, 
Paul Boateng. said tbe Crimi- 
nal Records Bureau would be 
an important step towards 
stopping dangerous people 
working with young people. 

“We do not believe this will 
lead to any abuses on the part 
of those seeking tbe assur- 
ances tbat the sight of the cer , 
tificate erill give. There will 
be safeguards to protect civil 
liberties and the rights of ex- 
offenders under the Rehabili- , 


titUm of ORencirr'i Art will bo 
maintainod.'' 

Ho dpfcndrd the charge for 
volunteers by stiyinu Ell) wat 
the price of n child's ticket lu 
a football match .mil wiiulil 
not deter those dclerniinci] to 
aurk with ehiltlren or under- 
take other voluntary work. 

The National Centre fur 
Volunteering did not tietiesi' 
unpaid volunteers should he 
out of porket. “Hiis Ls a big 
disoppoinment “ said Tony 
Vickers. oT tbe rentrr. “Eio is 
next to nothing If you are in 
paid work but many volun- 
teers are not." 

inie National Association 
for the Care and Resettlement 
of O&hndtrs urged the Gov- 
ernment to reconsider. It wel- 
comed greater access to the 
criminal records of those 
wnrking with ehUdren or vul- 
nerable adults but was eon- 
cemed about giving employ- 
ers sweeping powers to 
demand information about 
past ofTences. whether they 
were relevant or not 

“There is a real risk that 
many employers will decide 
to play sale and refrise to em- 
^oy anyone with a criminal 
record. IT ex-offenders find It 
significantly harder to find 
jobs, this will increase the 
likelihood of recffhnding and 
damage tbe fight against 
crime,’' said HAen Edwards, 
Nacro'S cblefexecutive. 

John Wadbam, the director 
of Liberty, warned tbat since 
one in three men had a con- 
vlctioo for a non-moloring of- 
fence there was a danger that 
many would suffer firom un- 
justified discrimination. 

But the Association of Chief 
Police Officers said tbe 
scheme would give improved 
access to criminal records to 
help employers assess the 
suitability of Jifo applicants. 
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Got a problem? 
Well, don’t bring 
it toTonyland 



Simon Hoggart 

Y esterday we were 
taken on a guided tour of 
Tonylaod. It was the 
Prime Minister's equivalent 
of his holiday slides. 

InTtmyla^ there are no 
rows or disputes. Everybody 
seeks ^reeraent, and, failir^ 
t^t, they take steps towards a 
consensus. Mostly in Tony- 
land people agree with Tony, 
but on the rare occasions they 
differ with him. they hold an 
ongoing debate on the topic 
(or “engage” with it, as people 
say in this happy land). 

Tonyland resembles a polit- 
ical theme park. One im^ines 
underpaid sweating students 
in gigantic Qbre-gl^ models 
oTTOny. patting children on 
the head and encouraging 
them to take photographs. 

Unlike Disneyland, that 
other serai-mythical place 
where aU the troubles of tbe 
world are kept outside. Tony- 
land is moveable. Last week- 
end It was situated in Vienna, 
where the EU was having one 
erf its regular summit 
meetings. 

It seems to have been a most 
agreeable occasion. Problems 
were addressed, "overall 
agreement” was reached, and 
progresswasw^comedon '• 
many fironts. , ■ 

As for our own countiy. 
why, Tonyland has attractions 
fbr us alL BriUsh interests, we 
learned, are “fully protected”, 
having been “safeguard^ and 
promoted without difijculty”. 
Were there any arguments 
which tarnished the glisten- 
ing peace of the whole occa- 
sion? Heaven Cbrfend! “We de- 
fended our positions, in a 
constructive way. just as 
others defended tbetrs.” 

It certainly sounds as if Mr 
Blair and his ihmlly of minis- 
ters will be going back to 
Tonyland. where they had a 
marvellous time and thought 
it was all terrlGc value for 
money. 

But then along came Wil- 
liam Hague, like a drunken 
bool igan who’s somehow got 
into the pm-k and is b-ighten- 
ing the children on tbe It's A 
Small World After All ride. 
Young William does not live 


in a world of perfect consen- 
sus. He believes in the darker 
forces of debate, argument, 
and plain old-feshloned 
offensiveness. 

He accused tbe Prime Min- 
ister of sayii^ one thing to the 
Europeans and another to the 
rest of us. had he told the 

British people that the UK 
rebate was not up fbr discus- 
sion, and the Austrian media 
something quite different? 

Why was the economics 
minister of Luxembourg say- 
ing that nothing would stand 
in the way of tax harmonisa- 
tion? “Where did he get that 
idea?" (There is always mile- 
age Ebr a Tory l^tder in attack- 
ing Luxembourgeois flmetion- 
aries. The idea of being 
ordered about by someone 
roughly as InuiOrtant as a me- 
^mn-dzed borough treasurer 
stirs in them an atavistic 
rage.) 

Mr Hague concluded by an- 
nouncii^ that the Prime Min- 
ister had been “numing 
around the ED giving more 
fblse impressions than Rory 
Bremner”. vdiich I thought a 
little unfair, since Mr 
Bremner's version of William 
j Hai^e is rather more convinc- 
I ing than the real thing, 

Mr Blair looked pa£ed at 
all this. People don't shout and 
make rude jokes In Tonyland. 
When he has abolished party 
politics in this country, and 
we all live in mutual consen- 
sus. nobody will need fo. (You 
may recall that be announced 
the first stage in this ongoing 
pre^ramme last week when be 
declaredthat he hoped (o de- 
stroy the Tory party.) 

But. perhaps like Hubert 
Lane infuriated by some jibe 
of William Brown, he couldn't 
resist a mild spot of jeering. 
“Under the present leader of 
tbe Conservative Party, the lu- 
natics have taken over tbe 
as^nm. The policy ofhis 
party is provided by the bead- 
bangers who surround him.” 

I looked at the headbangers 
then around him. There was 
; Peter Lilley, tbe Dr Niles 
Craneofthe Tories, who fam- 
ously goes clubbing every 
! night nntil 6am. Sir George 
I Young, who is alleged to sport 
six nose rings at the weekend, 
and Sir Patrick Cormack, 
whose 1997 nude dance in the 
mud is still spoken ofatGIa^ 
tonbury with awe. 

Mr Blair finished wearily. 
“If we carry on conducting tbe 
mte of argument tbe way you 
want, we might as well leave 
the EU." We were back in 
Tonyland, where nobody ever 
argues, and we are happy all 
day long. 
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Stumbling waltz 
in memory maze 


Mic Moroney 

Hie Way You LeekTenlght 

DnridThieaitre. Galway 

N IALL WUliams. author 
of the oddly moving and 
bestselling novel. Four 
Letters Of Love, returns toa 
theme of fem i 1 ial love and loss 
in this new play, set in a 
remote rural Irish post office, 
where the last telephone 
switchboard has finally been 
rcplarod. 

Much of tbe action takes 
place in the mind of the elderly 
Kate, the one-time switch- 
board operator, and wife of the 
retired postmaster. .As such, 
she has been a kind of nerve 
centre for the village, and in- 
de^ her own family and chil- 
dren. two of whom have long 
emigrated. 

Her three kids are waikine, 
talk ing characters in Kate's 
imagination — a facult}’ left 
vividly intact by the dise.ase to 
which she is finally succumb- 
ing: cerebellar ataxia, a pro- 
gress Ivc wastage of all motor 

neurons. 

This is a Erasmentary, me- 
andering piece, which tiii^es 
on tbe slow, unfurling depic- 
tion of a los’ing. but textbook- 
dysfUnctional Camily.Tlie 
core of it is that Kate's caring. 

sweet-humoured husband has 
repeatedly two-timed her 
down the years, causing gos- 
sip of which she was only too 
aware. 

It U at this point, almost 
belatedly, that all the theatri- 
cal “make believe” games 
come into focus. 

Kate's adult children con- 


stantly relive their earliest 
roles, re-enacting their 
father’s infidelities by aping 
the fentas>’ n-orld of their 
parents. 

The latter is summoned up 
by tbe soundtrack: the camp, 
schraal^’ ballroom music of 
the forties and fifties, with 
grainy video of Fred Astaire 
spectaculars projected on to 
the actors as they shuffle 
through a few steps. 

It’s never entirely clear 
where Kate's imagination/ 
meraory ends and “real time” 
begins. Raging against her In- 
QmUty. Brltta Smith's Kate is 
ilinty. powerful, yet strangely 
forgiving of her husband. Jim. 
As the latter. Patrick Waldren 
carves a curiously sympa- 
thetic figure from rather thin 
material, as he cbeerfiiUy en- 
dures the gruelling intimacies 
of incontinence axid spoon- 
feed ing. 

These scenes don't quite 
convince you of tbe weight of 
years, but they are afiGcUng 
tua^heless, teasing out the 
psychology fiTteniitnal ill- 
ness, dependency, and guilty 
caring — not least in their 
last, spastic nnltzes, as Jim 
heaves Kate in and out of her 
wheelchair. 

Outside these moments and 
the brief dance routines, the 
piece remains often ictly 
static, 

Paddy Cuneen's direction 
certain!}' lacks the ferocious 
tension ofa lot of Druid’s 
work. 

But it's hard to know how 
you could imbue Williams's 
script, with its rambling pro- 
gress, with any real dramatic 
structure or drive. 
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LanyEDIott 
Bcowomlce edit o r 


T he Chancellor, Gor- 
don Brown, will 
today call for the in- 
ternational commu- 
nity to repudiate 
the laisseZ'folre docrfrlne of 
the Thatcher-Reagan era 
when he unveils the Govern- 
ment's four^point plan for a 
new ^obal economic constitu- 
tion based on ideals”. 

' Billed as labour's Third 
Way for a global economy 
shaken by the series of crises 
of tbe past IB months, Mr 
Brawn’s plan will call for 
codes irf conduct for govern- 
ments, curbs on the private 
sector and safeguards for tbe 
world's poor during Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund pro- 


grammes. ^e Chancellor 
will warn his audience at 
Harvard that the traumatic 
events of the past 18 months 
have exposed the weaknesses 
ofa der^ulaled inteinatlmiaL 
syst^ He will urge that the 
left-of-centre governments 
that now dominate the lead- 
. ing industrial na'Hmuf should 
spe^ up plans for rdbnn. 

"We cant sunply declare 
whenever the stock market 
bounces back tlBt the crisis is 
over and that we can return 
to the status quo," he will say. 

Britain is concerned that 
the recovei 7 in share prices 
since central banks started to 
cut Interest rates has started 
to erode the strong commit- 
ment to reform at the time of 
the Russian debt defeult and 
tbe neercciBs 4 ) 8 e of the Long 
Term Capital Management 


fiwiri in the snuuner. 
‘The responsibility fells on a 
new generatiem to be present 
at tile creaticxi of new rules 
that break with the' past and 
that both effectively and 
feiriy meet the demands of 
the new global economy. 
Times and circumstances 
chai^ but ideals endure." 

The Chancellor will undtf- 
line the need for argent 
action tmnoirow when he 
travels to Washington for 
meetings wiih Alan Gremi- 
qan, ehaliman (rf tbe Federal 
Ressfre, Robert Rubin, ttie 
D5 Treeeuzy Secretary, Mi- 

fthal Camdessus, mana^ng dj. 

rector of the Internatloiial 
Mcmetaiy Fund, and James 
Wolfensdhn, president of the 
World Bank. 

In his sp ee ch today. Qie 

Chanrallnr wWl arg ^w that tbS 


architects of the post-war in- 
tematfonal economic system 
eqjfession to a new pub- 
lic purpose based on hi^ 
ideal& 

‘*The 1980s saw a new con- 
sensus mnerge based on a 
return to laissez-faire. This 
was focused not on what gev^' 
ernments should do but on 
vdiat governments should not 
do. Ebli^tened sdlf-interest 
gave way to sheer self- 
interest 

"Instead of rising to the 
ebaUange cf applying post- 
war idmls to a new worid, 

and aiwifng for high levdS Of 

employinent and proqierily 
for all, si^ts were knreced 
and the vision was nazrowed. 
Tbe global market had to be 
left entirely to market dogma, 
wtalrii left no place for ftie 
pursuit cd high ideals.” Mr 


Brown will say that the aim 
for pedicy makera should be to 
captore the full benefits of 
^bal markets and capital 
nows while at the same-time 
minimiring ‘the riskS Of dis- 
ruptiOO, Tna»Ttn<BiTig npnrhm. 
ftieB and protecting the most 
vulnerable. ‘Tn short, to 
return in tiie znteniational 
economy to paUic purpose 
and hl^ ideals’’. 

The Govenuhent is calUi^ 
fbr reforms in fbur 
areas — codes <rf conduct for 
governments on- monetary, 
fiscal and social policy, the 
creatkm of a ^bbal financial 
r^ulator. a system of global 
crisis prevention that ‘would 
prevent tiie private sector 
man exacerbating emMgen- 
des and social protection for 

' the poor. 

i “National' governments 


■should not -piCk and mix 
which standards they choom 
to meet and which standards 
t^ choose to ignore. It is for 
these reasons that proper im- 
plementation of the codes 
must be a condition for any 
IMF or World Bank support? . 

According to the (3overn- 
' ment, the private sector must 
foige partnerships ‘with gov- 
ernm^its, in which infonna- 
tlon would be made availahle, 

I but firms 'would have a re- 
sponslblUity not to leave 
' when times ^ rough- 
• Mr Brown wifi s tress that 
while international capital 
flaws have created fresh dial- 
lenges, “the guiding star 
remains the. same — the pro- 
motion of dobal economic 
stability and International co- 
operation, to promote growth 
and employment" 


Man who killed 
atrandom 
found hanged 
in Broadmoor 


ShnonCfooper 


A SCHIZOPHRENIC kill- 
er who was being de- 
tained for life fbr tbe 
random killing of a retired 
civil servant hanged himaplf 
yesterday. 

(Christopher Mi^tt 27. de- 
scribed as “a grave danger to 
the puhUc" by the judge who 
conunitted him earli^ this 
month, was found hanging by 
his shoelaces by staff at 
Broadmoor Hospital 
On April 9 this year. Mof- 
fett walked into the Andover 
home of 64-ye8r-old Anthony 
Harrison and attacked Mm 
with a kitchen knif e as he had 
lunch with his wife, Jennifer. 

The attack caused fatal 
wounds to Mr Harrison and 
left his Bl-year-old wife sev- 
erely InjUFed. 

Moffett, a former nniversi- 
ty studoit. who was diag- 
nosed with paranoid schizo- 
phrenia in 1993, later told 
police; ”I just went out look- 
ing for someone to kill" 

At Winchester crown court, 
Moffett admits the man- 
slaughter of Harrison on 
the grounds (rf diminiahad 
responsibility and the at- 
tempted murder of his wife. 
Moffatt was committed to 
Broatooor indefinitely on 
December 4 by Mr Justice 
Richards, who told him; “It is 
plain to see you pose a grave 
danger to (he public." 

He added; “One’s heart goes 
out to (he femily, whose lives 
have been devastated in tbis 
way. it is no comfort to them 
to know you were suffering 
mental illness at the time and 
are still suffering it now." 

Yesterday a Broadmoor 
^okesman sauL “We can con- 
firm a patient was found dead 
in his ramn. An Inquest will 
be held to examine the exact 
circumstancee." 

Last night, mental health 
campaigners condemned tbe 
s>’stejn which had left MoShtt 
to kill. 

Moffett, who had twice pee- 



JennifSn: Harrison: snfifered 
severe Injuries hi attach: 

viously attempted suicide, 
carried out the loUing seven 
weeks after walking out of a 
psychiatric unit in November 
1997. 

Three months eariier he 
had been deemed so 01 he 
needed detaining in a secure 
hospitaL But it was felt his , 
condition had improved | 
enou^ for him to he trans- 
ferred to a -non-psychiatric 
unit — Parklands Ho^ital in 
Basingstoke, Hampshire. 
While there he repeatedly 
wentmis^ng. 

Maijorle Wallace, chief ex- 
ecutive of Sane, saifo ‘Y^iris- 
topher's suicide is one of the : 
most stark reminders of how I 
our casual attitudes to seri.- 1 
ous mental iilnwiff can result 
in desperate suffering and un- 
necessary death.” 

“It is a scandal that Christo- 
pher was allowed to abscond 
eight times frvm the same 
hospital despite being found 
sufl^ently deluded and dis- ; 
turbed to be detained under I 
the Mental Health Act" I 

She added: “His femily had 
pleaded for him to be ke^ i 
under constant supervision, ' 
but they were ignor^’’ 

During Moffett's attack. Mr 
Iferrlson suffered wounds to 



Christc^ilier Moffett. . .trial beard that be told police*! just went out loddng fbr someone to kiU’ 


his neck. shouMers and daest 
A pathologist found smne cf 
the WDuiids were up to firo 
inches deep and had been 
struck with enou^ force to 
snap off tbe tip of tte knife. 

One of tbe blows went 
through the former Ministry 
of Defence administrator’s 
skull. Another, the fatal 
strike, cut an artery in his 
chest 

Mrs Harrison suffered usu- 
ries to her head awd hanrie 
when she tried to fend MoSktt 
her dying husband. She 
was only saved by tbe inter- 
vention of her son, Phillip, 
who had been upstairs work- 
ing on his computer. Hear^ 
screams be ran downstairs, 
and ovmipowered Mf^tt. 


A MINOLTA 

Instead of you taking 
steps to get pin-sharp 
pictures, the Vectls 200 
takes them for you. 



Nude Nicole makes news 


Hlciiael EIIIsor tai New York 

B ROADWAY reacted yes- 
terday as If it had never 
seen a naked body be- 
fore when The Blue Room, the 
most talked about theatrical 
event in years, opened. 

Times Square, which has 
lost many of its strip clubs to 
Major Rudy Giuliani's war 
on smut opened Us arms to 
erotica in the legitimate 
theatre as the Hollywood star 
Nicole Kidman drove the 
Clinton impeachment story 
down the news agenda. 

The first three pages of the 
Daily News were devoted to 
David Hare’s updated version 
of La Ronde, leading with the 
headline: “Naked Nicole 
Takes Broadway”. 

The New York Post concen- 
trated on the response cf Tom 
Cruise, Ms Kidman’s hus- 
band, wiUi “Tom: Nicole ‘is 
Diamond In The BufT', while 
the New York Times went fbr 
a more restraint “Fool’s 
Gold In The Kingdom of De- 
sire” on the front of its fifth 
section. 

’The play, a transfer from 
the Doranar Warehouse in 
London, is running on Broad- 



Sticole Kidman takes her 
(9eni]^ ni^t curtain call 

way for only lll perfor- 
mances and has already taken 
£3,3 million at the box office. 

Touts are asking 8350 (OlO) 
for what Is routinedy de- 
scribed as Broadway’s hottest 
ever ticket Thlrty-one-year^ 


old Kidman anH the rarely 
mentioned Iain Oai plv the 
parts (rf all 10 chara<^ers, in- 
volved in five sexual 
encounters. 

Apart Cruise, (gening 
night at the Cort Theatre eras 
a pbotoopportunlty fbr movie 
directors Spike Lee and Jod 
Schumacher, »^ha> show host 
Rosie O’Donnell, designer 
Diane von Furstenbuzg, and 
actr^ Tert Hatcher. 

“fain and Nichole kicked it 
toDi^t," said Cruise. “Fve 

seen the play many ttmeg but 

I get so caught iv in tbe char- 
acters that 1 forget that it’s 
my wife up foere." 

Some of the New York crit- 
ics took a line cootraiy to 
their London counterparts 
and Ibcu^ (m the more high- 
minded aspects of th'e 
production. 

Fintan OTobla in fbe Daily 
News said: it n^ be 

the corniest chat-i 9 fine in file 
book, tbe real revdsticxi is.not 
Nicede Kidman's lithe and wll- 
kn^ body bm her mhA What 
shines through most polwe^ 
fifily is herhtifiiam th^fened 
tntelUgenee. the sp^ and 
subtlety with which she 
adopts and ads«tts five very 
diflte«at characters." 
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State of children’s health linked to their 
place on the class ladder, survey shows 


Sarah Booriey 
Health Correspondent 


T he shockiBg state of 
the health of the 
nation's children and 
yow^ people was dis- 
closed yesterday In a Depart- 
ment of Health survey. 

It paints a picture of over- 
weight youngsters who take 
little exercise, eat sweets and 
snack foo^, and smoke and 
drink to excess. 

The general trends in 
young people's health are not 
good — but they are much 
worse in the lower social 
classes than in more wealthy 
professional families. 

.The Chief Medical Officer, 
T.iam Donaldson, said yester- 
day that the data was further 
evidence of the essential links 
between social and economic 
circumstances and health. 

“Looking at children is 
very Important because of the 
potential for these character- 
istics caiT>'ing through into 
adult life,'’ he said. 


The report. The Health of 
Young People '95-97, Is one ctf 
the most detailed studies of 
the health and lifest^de of 
children and young people. It 
has been compiled from data 
' collected over three years of 
the flnrtuaj Health Survey for 
! England, and was commis- 
I sioned by the Department rtf' 
I Health. 

It found that a third of 16- to 
24'year-olds were either over- 
went or obese, wttb more 
young men C23 per cent) over- 
weight but more women (8 
per cent) having reached obe- 
sity. 

“It is quite a worrying pic- 
ture. thinking of the fbtute 
implications for their 
health, ” said Patda Prlma- 
testa, giinicai lecturer at the 
Department of Epidemiology 
and Public Health al Univer- 
sity College London medical 
schooL one of the researchers. 
Obesity is linked to diabetes, 
coronary heart disease, and 
other life-threatening 
illnesses. 

There were more worries at 


the other aid of the scale, 
where about half of the 16- to 
24-year-old women whose 
weight was ri^t for their 
hel^t still said they had tried 
to lose the pounds, and 10 per 
I cent c€ those who are under- 
weight are dieting. | 

None of this is helped 
ttie poor diet dT many chil- 
dren. 1%e report shows a i 
stark dlfEereoce in the eating I 
habits of the diSbrent social ' 
Classes. Less than one-Ofth of 
children eat the recom- 1 
mended levels of fiye portions I 
of frtiit and v^etables each 
day. but the children of pro- 
fessional fiunilies (class D are 
more likely to do better than 
those of the managerial and 
technical houseludds (class £0 
and so on down the social div- 
ide to TingkiUflfl manual work- 
ers' children. The scale is ex- 
actly reversed adien U comes 
to eating biscuits, sweets, 
chocolates and cakes. 

From the age of two to 15, 
both girts and boys spend less 
and less time engaged in 
physical activity oatside 


siduML and more and more 
tfane sitting down, readi^ 
doing homework or watchii:^ 
televisioii. 

Nearly a third of boys (29 
per cent) and nearly h^ the 
^rts (44 pear cent) did not have 
half an hour’s physical activ- 
ity a week. 

The report charts the dra- 
matic tefcewup of smokiti^ 
vrtalch rises steeply from the 
^ of 12. Researchers took sa- 
liva sa mples to detect the 
levels of cotinine — a sub- 
stance that nicotine metabo- 
lises into in the body ~ to 
ensure smokers were being 
fraiA with fliem. By the age 
of 20^ they found that 43 per 
cent of young and 42 per 
cent of yoong wcRoen were 
smokers. 

Among the younger chil- 
dren who smcdc^ there was 
no dtfibrenoe in social dass. 
but the social gradient set in 
once the habit was estab- 
lished at around 16. 

Young people tended to be 
binge drinkers. Over half the 
young men aged 16-24 


they drank mote ' than 'foisr 
units on at least one day a 
week, and a third drank more 
than ei^t units at one sit- 
ting, while 28 per cent 
women drank niore than 
three units one day a week 
and 13 per oait drank more 


•tban-xix ai a single session:' 

Even, in cbikhen’s -psycho- 
k^ical h<3<aitti, a Hbm divide 
showed 19- The poorer the 
family, the more likely they 
were to report emotional and 
bebayioiu-al diSlculties in 

dh iWrwn . 


T HE unprecedented Ud 
by .(Seneral Aogusto 
noocihet^s lawyers to 
set aside Ue law 
lords’ ruling that . he has no 
Immunity &om prqs^tfon 
?rtn be heard today, in the 
same Lords oommittee room 
vrttere' Lord -Hofftnann and 
two of his fidlow lud^ were 
persuaded that Intematiooal 
law no fongw protected heeds 
of state who . committed 
crimes against humanity. 

The general's lawyers are | 
attempting to have the three- j 
two judgment set aside be- 
cause there is no hitter court 
to which rtiey can appeeL 
. The argument which is 
lOs^ to conUnim tomorrow, 
wffl be heard bf five Judges- — 
three current .law lords 
(Lords Browne-Wilklnson, 
Button and Hope) — and two 
who- have reoenfiy retlted, 
(Lords Goff and.Nolan). 

Pinochef 8 lawyers will ar- 
gue that L(»rd BbOmann's role 
as Qt«ii»-winT» of Amnesty In- 
temational .Charity Tiimitwd; 
the human, rights organisa- 
tion’s fUndraishig arm,, and 
his wife’s empfosment as an 
administrative assistant to 
Amnesty, created im appear- 
ance bias, resulting in a 
flawed decision. ' 

If tim htw lords were to 
agree that the judgmmt could 
not stand, the whole app^ 
•would have to be heard again. 

The hearing is part of a two- 
Ittonged attack the general's 
team hopea win secuie 
his release to Chile. The law 
firm, Kingsley Napley, 
revealed yesterday that it in- 
tended to seek a judicial 
review of Jack Straw's ded- 
skm to let ilte extradition pro- 
cess begfo. 

AUhough no grounds were 
given, sudi reviews are usu- 
ally made on the basis that a 
home secretary was wrong hi 
law, OE did not. exercise dis- 
cretion properly. 

It is unlikely the applica- 
tion -will be made' 'before -£be 
new year. By 'then Pidodiet 
might know whether his sqi- 
peal to the House of Lmds has 
succeeded. 

If the pand backed the 
inal judgment, the decision 
would probably be aimounced 


iramediatdy. If thetive set it- 
artde. they would be likely to 
tate a Uttia longer to explain 
their reasons. 

Lord Browne-Wilkinson, 
tiie senior law lotd. Is an im- 
mu3s^ experienced, highly 
respected moderate. He was 
regwDSlble for iniHaHng the 
law lords' togniiT into 
eat” legal aid banisters' foes. 

Lord Hutton is seen as con- 
sm vall v^ Lords Hope, Goff 
azai Nolan are moderate. 

Pinoebef s lawyers are not 
expected to argue that the law 
lotid was actmiDy motivated 
by'bias in xeachhig his deci- 
sion. Since. 'Amnesty was 
allowed to intervene in the 
case and strong pressed the 
ugument' that the general 
ahmiid ' have no immujuty. 
Lord Btoflhumn ehould have 
declared an Interest and 
stepped down if any party 
wished it, they win ai^ne. . 

Had be stood- down and a 
diflteeDt law lord teten his 
place, the decision could have 
gone the other w^. 

Amnesty win not play a 
TQle in toctay's hearing, but its 
lawyers, have been liaising 
with tile Crown Prosecution 
I Service, which is opposing 
the i^pUcatiOD.on hdalf of 
the Sffinisb government. 

Ahm Jones QC, for the CPS, 
is estoected to argne that the 
lords were deciding a pure 
point of law — whether state 
immunity covers crimes 
against humanity ■— the 
focts of Gen Pinochef s case 
wme not strictiy relevant to 
their dedsion. 

The CPS is also likely to 
nite a fkmd-raising letter from 
Amnesty fritemational last 
year to Kingsley Napley, 
signed by Lord Irvine, the 
Jjord Chancellor, Lord Bing- 
ham, Lord Chief Justice, and 
Lord Wo^ Master of the 
Roils. The letttf and a booklet 
maicB it clear that Lord Hoff- 
tnann is chairman of the char- 
ily and <^ttie appeal for funds 

ftYTW h iiTIrting 

ATthnugh general's law- 
yetx have been careful not to 
dfScnss their strategy,* It 
seems dear fbeyeiQwct a-Icmg 
haul; the Chilean air force jet 
which had been waiting at 
RAF Brize Norton in Oxford- 
shire to take (jeneral Pino- 
chet home flew back to South 
America yesterday. 


Who do you know 
who’d love a Book Token? 


Clinton gets an historic show of hands 



A* 


continued from page 1 
had sent “a powerful mes- 
sage. nut to the government, 
but to the people of IsraeL 
You will touch people on the 
streets there. You will reach 
their hearts there." 

Binyamin Nel.-tnyahu, the 
Israeli prime minister, ap- 
peared to accept the decision: 
“It is a ver>' Important step. I 
welcome it." But he added: 
"That's not enough. There 
have to be acts." 

For Mr Clinton, the show of 
hands was good enmigb. The 
assembly n»red. Councillors 
gave him a standing ovation 
of an intensity that even the 
Eieraocrats find It hard to 
muster these days. The presi- 
dent may be sapped by the 
threat of impeachment back 
home, but abroad he can still 
generate enough electricit)’ to 
light up an emerging nation. 

“We will look back at today 
in the years to ctune and this 
is what we are going to 
remember — that President 
Clinton came and it was the 
beginning," said Aiman 
Hmeido. ag^ 33. an electri- 
cian who waited since early 
morning on the president’s 


route. Hours before there was 
any sign of the Marine 1 heli- 
copter, Mr Hmeida's three 
children had grown weary of 
the flags he made wave. 

Inside the hau . jthad Wazlr 
was even more delighted. He 
is the son of Khalil Wazlr, bet- 
ter known as Abu Jihad, the 
Palestinian guerrilla Irader 
killed by Israeli commandos 
in 1988. The yotmger Mr 
Wazlr is a smoothly spoken 
businessman who helped to 
organise the visit “It went 
I like clockwork,” he said. 
"History was made today.” 

I Mr Arafot is not expected to 
j declare a Palestinian state for 
' five months, and it is uaUiGely 1 
Washington will risk its rda- j 
tions with Israel by recognis- ! 
ii% the new entity. But one of 
Mr (Hinton's greatest t^ents I 
is his mastery of mood music, I 
and for the Palestinians be or- 
chestrated a symphony of em- 
pathy and solidarity from the ' 
moment Marine 1 landed. 

At Gaza's new international 
airport Mr Clinton seemed to , 
take almost as much pleasure ' 
as Mr Arafiit in cutting the 
red ribbon. It went so well 
that Mr Arafat kept tm cut- 




Icen^Tmoafme pzaz ; amst . 
I HS MWHBto rrnR euvMaiq . 



ting, slicing off samples for 
the president and First Lady. 

The speech later in the 
day were Clintonian master- 
pieces at the kind of verbal 

manipulaHnn already familiar 

to the rest of the worid. He 
said the Palestinian people 
“now have a chance to dete^ 
mine tiieir own destiny on 
their own land". It shvp^ 
wen short of endorsing a ^- 


estinian right to a state but, 
Qoos agmn, Mr CUnton had 
promised the moon while 
keeping his legal options open. 

The Palestinian leadership 
was not in a mood to quibble. 
Its two objectives had been to 
' make sure the president set 
foot on Palestinian territory 
and that he survived the day. 

> To that end, a stifling security 
I blanket was spread over 
City. No private cars were 
allowed in the city centre, 
i every window overlooking 
I the cavalcade route was 
, (diecked and rechecked. aM 
I all police except members of 
I Mr Arafat's perstmal security 
' unit were deprived of their 
weapons. 

In the crowd, a 22-year-old 
veteran of street battles with 
Isradi soldiers, Hazim Said, 
admitted to burning US flags 
by tiie dozen durii^ the occu- 
patfoD. Yesterday, be warily 
embraced the new era. "Yes l 
burned flags before, but that 
was vrtien America was al- 
ways suin’totii^ tile IsraeUs," 
he said. ‘This is different We 
have hemi g^en respect I fwl 
the start of a new Palestinian- 
OS frieu^hip." 




O 



Cut-price embryos, or even sperm, is not a concept that 
inspires a great deai of confidence; there is no way of 
telling what one is getting and who one is getting it from, 
and since the whole transaction would necessarily be 
illicit, there is no protection involved for the purchasen 
Hettie Judah on the trade in human gametes 
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Global pharmaceutical companies fulminating at move to outlaw four antibiotics routinely used as growth promoters in animal feed 


Legal battle looms over 
EU ban on farm drugs 


etaphon Bates fai Bnissab 


T he European Union 
last night appeared to 
be on a legal collision 
course with ptorma- 
ceuticals companies, as mm* 
istera approved a ban on four 
of the eight antibiotics used 
as growth promoters in ani- 
mal feed. 

The US multinational 
PSzer had already threcUened 
legal action if its produrt Vlr- 
glniamycin were banned and 
the industry insisted yester- 
day that there were no seri- 
ous threats to human npaUh 
A statement issued from 
Pfizer’s Mew york headquar* 
ters claimed: “^le oonuniS' 
slon has not followed estab- 
lished procedures, has 
diSTRSwrded scientific ana^- 
sis and has taken quotations 
from ezpert reports out of 
context. 

“Public authorities have 
distorted expert reports in a 
way which is unfair to the 
makers of the a nimal feed 
antibiotic additives, to the 
formers ^o on them to 
produce healthy food econom- 
leaUy and to the consumers 


who will ultimately bear the 
additional cost.” 

Agriculture ministers met 
here yesterday to discuss the 
ban, which could cost the 
chemicals industry up to £S00 
miUion a yem. TweWe KU 
a^culture minis ters, includ- 
ing Britain's Nick Brown, en- 
dorsed the oommisaion pro- 
posal. with Belgium. Portugal 
and Spain abstaining. 
ban — which Britain sunxirts 
while further te^ are carried 
out — win be phased in over 
six mrattas, with the use of the 
antibiotics onUawed on con- 
sumer health grounds. 

The oigb* antibiotics used 
in feedstufih together repre- 
sent IS per cent tiS the total 
sold wortdwlde each year. 
The antibiotics. Spiramycin. 
Bacitracin Zinc, Tysolin 
Phosphate and Vhgintamycin 
— sold as Stafoc 500 by 

5jmHhTninp Bp cfthflm — are 

produced by some of the big- 
gest pharmacenticals compa- 
nies in the world such as 
Pfizer and EU Lilley. They are 
used in animal feed to pro- 
mote rapid growth and dis- 
ease resistance. 

But the commission he- 
' lieves that traces of the anti- 


biotics passed on tbrou^ the 
food chain. parQculariy from 
pork and peltry meat prod- 
ucts. could Increase human 
resistance to medicines oon- 
talnl^ the drugs. However, 
no seientifle link has been 
conclusively established. 

Between two-thirds and 
four-flflhs of cattle, sheep, 
pigs and pouUry are bdieved 
to be fed antibiotics at some 
stage in their rearing. 

It was dear last night that 
even if the member states 
could not agree on a ban. the 
European Commission which 
proposed it wfil act before 
Christmas to impose a prohi- 
bition iiwVlflter any. 

AH four products are al- 
ready banned in Sweden, as 
are some of them in Finland 
and Denmark. For other 
member states the ban would 
be implemented frt>m July l 
next year. 

When hormones were 

hannoH in gnimal feed UI the 

EU a decade ago there was 
widespread evasion and a 
Oourishiiig black market in 
growth promoters in smoe 
countries such as Bdglum. 

That ban also pn^ucad a 
oonfruntation with the U8 


and other couhtries such as 
Australia, where hormonee 
are allowed In animal 
rearing. 

The Soli Association 
the EU antiblotics de- 
cision would be an inmoitaM 
landmark towards safer food 
production, but called for the 
hen to be extended to the four 
re maining antibiotics. 

The association is partlcu- 
Uuiy concerned that the 
eultural industry may in- 
crease its use of the other 
antltaiotics when the ban 
comes into force, particularly 
Avilamycln which Is used in 
broiler poultry production. It 
aairi if )iad received reports 
that one supennarket chain 
was already encouraging sup- 
pUers to switch to the drag eo 
masse. 

Its policy adviser, Richard 
Young, said: “There is sub- 
stantial evidence that the use 
qS drags on farms has 
led to drug resistant disease 
in hospitals. Antibiotics save 
lives and bring enormous 
benefits for humanity and 
form atiimaig, but we should 
never have squandered them 
I iust to make animaia ^ow 
foster.” 





foitensively reared pigs like rirte may pass antibiotic traces thronifo the fbod chain to humans ' pHorooRAn*-. imrtm argles 


West affair 
mistakes 
not heeded 


David Brlfiffley Social 
S anr lc e a C ofi wsp ondant 


S erious failings 
have been uncov- 
ered in child protec- 
tion services in 
Gloncestershire, despite 
the county’s traamatic ex- 
perience In the Fred and 
Rose West affair. 

An Independent inquiry 
commissioned In the wake 
of the West hoirma !«««» oon- 
clnded that national giud- 
ance ha« not been fully im- 
plemented in the NHS In 
Gloncestershire. that many 
health professionals ate im- 
famillar with the guidance 
and that most have received 
no training In identi&ing 
diiid sexual abuse. Working 
rdationa among care agen- 
cies were also pocn*. Mimy 
health staff said they found 
it dlfScolt to discuss con- 
cerns with sorial services. 

The report, by a team led 
by banister David Spicer 
who specialises in child pro- 
tection law. says: ‘Tt is ^ear 
arrangements for ehUd pro- 
tection have not been ^ven 
the status and oonslderatioa 
daring recent years that 
government expects.” 

Care agencies were 
strongly criticised after the 
West case for failing to act 
cm abuse and killings over a 
period of more than 25 
years. Clear signals were 
said to have been missed. 

Hie review, conunissiODed 
by Gloucestershire health 
anthority, included assess- 
ment of the handling of 64 
cases of suspected child 
abuse or neglect in 1995/96 
— a period after the West af- 


I foir had come to light. Fred 
I West committed suicide in 
' jail and Rosemaiy was jailed 
for life fiir 10 murders in- 
cluding that of her Hanghter 
Heather. 16. 

Mr Spicer oonclndes: ’Tdy 
dlsajgiomtxiK conclusion is 
that the watinnal gnltlatire 
has not been fully 
implemented.” 

His report makes 34 

rP Pniniii«»n«iaHnns iTM-JtidiTig 

nigent action to improve 
tratalng. Only one In fonr 
I NHS professionals surveyed 
I was.foand. tO have attended 

^ milling tw F wmgiilaitig ai g iM 

of sexnal abase ^ and only 
one in eight had completed 
the fhll ooncse. 

The authority has drawn 
op an action plan in res- 
ponse to the report, al- 
tbon^ it says that it and 
local NHS trusts have made 
progress atnoe the review 
started last year. 

Jeff James, the anthority’s 
chief execotive, said: **We 
are committed to tiie action 
plan, which win enable us to 
build on the good wotk that 
has already been done and 
then tackle some of the more 
longterm reconunendations 
highlighted within the 
r^rt." 

The report has been seized 
on by (qiponents of plans to 
make £100,000 cuts In healtfa 
which threaten eight posts 
from next AprlL 

(Varies Lomas, r^ional 
officer for the Community 
Practitioners’ and Health 
Vlsttors* Association, said: 
The authority should 
petition the Government for 
more fhnding. “We are pre- 
sented with a ^oomy pic- 
ture of disjointed services.” 


Arms firms find 
export loopholes 


ro ch ard Morten-Taylor 


A rms companies are ex- 
ploiting loopholes in 
British export controls 
to supply weapons to 
countries, including Indonesia 
and Sudan, with a record of 
internal repression and 
human rights abuses, an inves- 
tigation by Oxfom claims. 

A report published tfxlay 
says 9rm& mmiufocturers can 
bypass controls b^' licensi^ 
the production of weapons in 
other countries. 

It out Heckler & 

Eioch. a German-based manu- 
focturer of rifles, pistols and 
submachine guns, wluch was 
taken over by Royal Ordnance, 
a subsidiary <£ British Aero 
space, in 1991. 

Countries where the compa- 
ny’s G3 rifle has been licensed 
for produetltm indude Iran, 
Eunna. 5audia Arabia, Paki- 
stan, and Turkey. Its sub-ma- 
diine guns are manufoctured 
in Iran and Turkey. 

This year, MKEK, the Turk- 
ish firm which produces Heck- 
ler & weapms under 
licence, agreed to supph’ 500 
sti bjnarhhiR guHs to tbe Indo- 
nesian police in a deal which 
the British government would 
have blocked. Oxfom says. 

In other deals. Heckler & 
Koch rifles have been supplied 
to Sudan. probaUy via Iran. 
Last year, an Oxfom worker in 
giiHan found ammunition for 
He^er & Koch rifles made in 


Blair and Hague trade 
insults over summit 


mchael White 
PoOHeW Editor 


T ony filalr yesterday 
insisted that Labour’s 
agenda for reform of 
the European Union 

hflH gainAH gm iiTiH at the £0*8 
weekend summit in Vienna, 
but was accused by William 
Ha^e of sdllng out Britain’s 
national interesL 
In a flurry of abuse the Con- 
servative leader accused Mr 
Blair ol being a spineless and 
twD-fooed whiner, more con- 
cerned with his wiedfa 00 ^ 
than with the substantial 
Issues. FOr his part Mr Blair 
proclaimed that In the 
shadow cabinet the ‘’head- 
bangers" anri “lunatics" have 
“taken over the asylum” on 
European policy. 

The Prime Minister cited a 
list of EU reviews, on lo^- 
term unemploywnt. skills 
t raining , and social exclusion 
which an gave a Blalrlte ring 
to the summit. “Jobs remain 
Europe's top priority. Tbe 
strat^y developed over the 
last 18 months is begmning to 
bear fruit, with over mie ^- 
lion jobs created in the EU 
last year.” be saldL 
Mr Hague, who paid a week- 
end visit to Vienna for talks 
with centierigtat ooPciaeuas. 
got hts letaliatian In Qist yes- 
terday at a press conference 
where be accused Labour of 
“going wltti the flow” of inte- 
gration. de^lte Mr Oalr's as- 
surances to the cmitrary. 

He cited the end-of-summlt 
communique for stating — in 
Its first sentence — that 
“European integration has 
gained new momentum". Mr 
Blair bad Called three crucial 
tests: to make Europe flexible, 
not regulated; to make en- 
largement to the south and 
east the BA’s priority; and to 
make clear “the limits of po- 
litical integration'’, he said. 

At yesterday's briefing 
Francis Maude and Michael i 
Howaid, tbe Tory Treasury | 
and foreign aSalrs spokes- 
men. weighed in with a mix- 
ture of detailed quotation 
from the summit communi - 1 
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qu6 and media reports to 
prove that Germany. France 
and other leading EU players 
are adamant that greater co- 
ordtnatioo of economic policy 
^ including tax — is bound to 
follow the arrival of tbe euro. 

"No amount of media spin 
will hide the foct that as a 
direct result of Tony Blair's 
failure of leadership Britain 
now feces tbe greatest threat 
to Its independence for de- 


cades,” declared Mr Hague. 

In a significant Commons 
exchange with bis own. 
broadly supportive back- 
bench^ Mr Blair was told by 
leftwinger, Harry Barnes, 
that all integration would be 
acceptable provided tbe 
“democratic deficit” is 
addr^sed within Europe. The 
Prime MiaistK' concede a di- 
ienuna; he wanted to see ’’as 
much demfxracy in the SU as 


possible consistent with 
national governments still 
having a role to play”. 

While most peo^e wanted 
to proceed cautiously over 
issues like tax harmonisa- 
tion. they must also remem- 
ber that "tbe governments of 
the EU are themselves demo- 
cratlcally elected. When tiiey 
come ti^etber to negotiate 
th^ do so on 8 democratic 
basis". Mr said. 


Pakistan. A consignment of 
the company’s rifles made 
under licence were recently 
shipped to Unita rebels in 
Angola in breach tfsanctimis. 

The report also says counter^ 
Insurgency vehictes made by 
Otokm. a Turkish company, in 
a deal with Land Rover, ^ve 
been supplied to Algeria. 

There is no suggestloa that 
the companies involved acted 
Ul^ally in any way. 

Cmitrols are also avoided by 
arms brokers and private secu- 
rity companies arranging 
deals where weapons never 
pass throu^ Britain, it says. 
Hils was tbe case witb Sand- 
line, tbe company at the heart 
of arms to Sterra Leone Rifaif 
and Mil-Tbch, an Isle of Man 
based firm, which arranged 
the sale of weapons in 1991 to 
Rwanda, then embroiled In a 
genocld^ confiicL 

Oxfom's investi^ition also 
points to the inadequacy d 
controls over end usn* certifi- 
cates. Last May. a cargo of mil- 
itary equipment was trans- 
ported from Bdgium to Kent 
International Airport and 
loaded on a plane without any 
checks. The plane eventually 
landed in South Africa with 
nothing onboard. 

A ^lokesnum for Heckler & 
Koch said yesterday that the 
company’s licence agreements 
were scrutinised by W hitehall 
Tbe Department of Trade and 
Induray said It had no control 
over deals negotiated by third 
countries. 


Peers stage show of defiance on European bill 


Lucsr¥fard 

Political cerrespontient 

C ONSERVATIVE peers 
will tonight stage a 
final show of defiance 
against the Eiuropean Elec- 
tions Bill in a move likely to 
force the Government to inr 
voke the Parliament Act and 
see the legfolation on the stat- 
ute book before Christmas. 

In what may be tbe final 
chapter in a long-running 
Lords-Commons tussle, the 

new Tory leader in the Upper 

House. Lord Strathi^i^ yes- 
terday pubdsbsd an amend- 


ment to tbe Government’s biU 
to bring in a dosed list system 
of proportional representation 
in Euro dections next June. , 

If tbe amendment is carried ' 
in the Lords tonight, the bill 
will became law under the 
Parliament Act, possibly 
receiving royal assent by 
time the Commons rises for , 
Christinas on Thursday. 

The Tories' chaUenge at 
second riding — a tactic last 
used almost a decade ago — is 
being billed by the pa^ a 
continuation ^ its ’iirincipled 
opposition” to the ck»ed list 
plan, but coild hdp both sides ' 
in Ok stand-oCC. The Toiy ' 


peers, conscious that a drawn- 
out war of attrition ovm foe 
blO could cost them support 
will gain a high proCle 
to make foeir point az:d, tb^ 
hope, cause the Government 
mnbarassfflent by forcing It to 
use foe Parliament Act to over- 
rule the Lonis. The Gevem- 
mmit meanwhile, would gain 
by seeing foe measure pushed 
ewjfUy, ensorl^ fr^ ' 
it becomes law by the January 
deadline for introducing tbe 
new PR voting system for June 
elections. 

One Lords observer said ' 
last night “Carrying on. this | 
debate according to its origi- 


nal timetable would have 
bored tiie House rigid and foe 
Tories would have had a lot of 
bridebats.” 

Lord Strathclyde’s strategy 
was agreed at a meeting yes- 
terday with Tory leader WO- 
liam Hague, party riiairman 
Michael Aneram and other 
members of tbe shadow 
cabinet ' 

The ’’reaeoned amend- 
ment" voices tbe Opposition’s 
view that closed lists are un- 
democratic because they "end 
tbe historic right of the Brit- 
ish people to choose the can- 
didates they wish to be 
etected". 


Watchdog for arts in a ‘quest’ for quality 


DanGlalator 
Arte CorresDondent 

T he wags were hoping 
It would be called Ofort. 
But In the end the De- 
partment of Culture came up 
with a name for Its arts 
watchdog announced yester^ 
day that, while lack^ in 
comic possibilities, revels in 
the portfflutousnese that has 
become tbe Government's 
trademark. 

Quest, tbe Quality. Effi- 
ciency and Standards Team. 


will be responsible for improv- 
ing standards e&kiiaocy wA 
management d the artsacross 
the arts spectrum. 

Announcing the initiative, 
part of a £290 million plan, the 
Culture Secretary, Chris 
Smith, said: “It's not meant to 
override the normal account- 
ability procedures of the 
Sports Council, tbe Arts Coun- , 
cil or anyone else. What this 
can to is Gon^emeatary.” 

The watchdog, said a depart- 
mental spokesman, would 
start work next week and 
would Investigate cases such 


as the revelation that salary 
levels at tbe Royal Opera 
House were much higher than 
at comparable insUtutloos 
such as tbe Royal National 
Theatre and the Royal Shake- 
speare Compai^. 

Other iniftathwa revealed in 
yestenfoy's wide-ranging an- 
nouncement included the 
restoration of free admission 
to national museums and gal- 
lery for cbfldren from next 
year. Tbe following year would 
see this extended to 
pensioners. 

Winners In foe spending al- 


location Included the Arts 
CouncilofSnglMKl, wfaidi sees 
a 15 per cent increase in its 
bucket, to £227 mfllioa from 
next AprU. foUowed by S per 
oeiu and 7 per cent increases 
in the following two years. 

It will be merged with the 
Crafts Conoco, one d several 
structural reforms announced 
yesterday. Others indude a 
new agency for film. - 

Museums and gaUeartes axe 
also to come under a new gov-' 
eroing body, which vnll as- 
sume responsibOlUes for mu- 
seums, Ubraries and archives. 


Boating tragedy 
‘ripped heart’ 
from community 


tto ra ni So e na n 


T he mofoer of the <mly 
survivor of tbe fona boat- 
ing accident yesterday 
wiid the irn-irt«>nt h^ ripped 
the heart from the 88«frDng 
community. 

Helen Gnuit, mother of 33- 
year-old Gordon Giant who is 
recovering fnm hypothermia 
In Oban hospital, said the 
whole island felt the pain of 
the Christmas outing which 
ended in disaster. 

“We are a femous island 
but not a femoiis people and 
we would give Sxiythiiigiiot fo 
have thia attention. 1 am 
lucky one my 'son is foe caie 
who survived but you have to 
understand that I felt like a 
mother to these other boys as 
wen. It is a great pain we aH 
feeL These boys were tbe 
future for this island gnd we 
have now tost that,” she said. 

The search for Logie Mao 
Fhdyen, 24, Alisdalr DougaL 
19. and David Kirkpatrick, 23. 
aD from tbe island, began on 
Sunday morning after. Mr 
t^ant svriun to shore on Mull 
and raised tiie alarm. Mr 
Grant managed to swim back 
to the tiny village of Fipnn- 
pbort after the din^y sank in | 
rau^ seas. 

Tte body of tbeir friend 
Robert Hay, 23, ' ins later 
found washed up on the coast 
of Mull. Coastgaurds say 
there is little hope of finding 
ai^one else alive. 

. At nrst light yesterday 


morning the small peculation 
of Tniia mobilised its^ in the 
bunt for foe bodies. They 
aeaiched the sbortiine befote 
boarding the ferry to cross 
the Sound MIona where th^ 
liniwd up with the'eoastgaurd 
search. 

Mrs Grant said no outsider 
could ever understand what it 
was like for Iona to lose so 
many young men. 

“We are all absolutely 
stunned «nri there is total dis- 
belief that this has hap- 
pened.’’ said islander Jeff 
Minter, aged 46. “There are so 
few young people here and 
they were such a. lively 
group.’.’ 

Last night MuU coastgauid 
was extending its search east- 
wards, following prevailing 
tides. Throughout the day 
police and coastgiiard heli- 
copters scanned foe Sound of 
Iona while police divers 
searched in tbe shallows 
along tbe island’s rocky 
outcrops. 

The boating tragedy hap- 
I pened on Stmday morning 
' when tbe five men took a 
! dinghy back home to Iona 
■after attending a Christmas 
dinner dance on nearby Mull. 

As the group was crossing 
the narrow Sound which sep- 
arates the two islands, a 
heavy swell waterk^ged foe 
vessel and it sank. 

Yesterday a small group of 
islanders stood on coast- 
line waiting for news of tbe 
men despite fears for the 
worst 


William Hague accusing Labour at a press conference yesterday PHOToafw>H:ovuw«MARTmEZ 


McDonald’s scraps plastic 
spoons used by drug dealers 


Gesard Seenan 

T he McDonald’s fest fbod 
chain has withdrawn plas- 
tic spoons after It emerged 
that drug dealers were using 
them to measure out heroin 
desjs. 

Detectives in Edinburgh 
found tbe spoons in the 
homes of suspected drug deal- 
ers during a series of raids 
last week. Eadi spocm bolds 
exactly lOOmg of powder.' . 

McDonald’s replaced the 
qjoons witb fiat stirrers after 
police across tbe country said 
dralera were using them to 
measure heroin and ofoer 
substances, such as ^ucose. 
wbJch they use to dilute the 
drug. The spoons mean they 


I do not have to keep scales, a 
j si^ of riMiing often used as 
I ei^enro in court. 

A spokeswoman for Lo- 
thian and Borders police, 

I whicb made the discovery, 
^ said spoons found in the 
' homes of suspected drug deal- 
ers were token as evidence. 

A bfoDonald's spokesman 
said: “There was a design 
change a few months ago, and 
use ^ drug deiders was one 
I of the Issues we were looking 
at after consultotlon with the 
police." 

Lothian and Borders police 
seixed almost SSOOJJOO worth 
^ drugs and cash, as well as 
guns and stolen property, 
when they raided about 2S0 
homes last week in Operation 
FOIL 


BUILDING SOCIETIES ACT 1986 

Notioe under paragraph 7 of Schedule T7 to the Aa 

Nodoe-ls hereby given that Binniiigham MldsUrea Building 
SoOeti; RegUcer No, 738B, wfaoK principal office b at 
. Pendeftird Business Puk, Utobutoo Road, Wnlveftaanipton 
WV9 9H2, desires co uaorier it» bualnesa lo Halifax pic; 
and that the aodety has appUed to iheBuiSdliig Socieiwi 
Commbalon tDOonfirnidienansfee. . 

Any iiueieaced party may make written re p r cj c i mbom to 
the Commlaslen andibr giw nodec of ihieniton to make • 
oral repreaetuarionb to* tbe Comiaissioa with re s pect to 
the appUcailnn. Wuno Kpreaeniadooa and nodeea of 
.'Intendon w ilkke tiini leprcsciiiatioiis afaould be treeteed 
' bf the CommUaion at Wetory Houa^ 30-3a IGngaway. 
London WC2B dES by 22Janisiri!JIP99l Otal ntprcaui t a ttona 
' wUl be he^ by the Cniamliskin on 2} febniaiy 1999 at a 
lime and place to be deietafliiedhy die Commimlon. 




I 

■i 



6 - 




» > “ 






£ 




^9 


Z’ 

N 




4 


/ 


/ ‘ 








The Guardian Tuesday December 15 1998 


BRITAIN 5 





1 ? 

'©art 

nmi 


*munity 


'■ l■^•: 

. 1 ' I'.iS 
!• ' ■ •• ;ik< 

■' ' in'jR 

.'il.-rX 


I ';;il:r 




raps 


Detectives warn 
serial rapist 
could strike again 



A Metropolitan police E-Fit GeR> of the suspected raidst 
and (right) an E-Fit issaed by Essa deteetires 


Amelia OenUeinaii 



ETECTIVES hunt- 
ling a serial rapist 
[yesterday released 
details of five more 
attacks he may have commit- 
ted over the past 18 
bringing the total so fhr to 10. 

Dmcribing him as prolific 
and dangerous; police warned 
that he could attaelf a gain 
A Joint investigation be- 
tween the Metropolitan, 
Essex and Sussex forces has 
revved that the assaults, 
committed in the South of 
England, bear similar 
ballmark^ 


Commander Faddy Tom- 
ktas. of the Met polim, said 
the man was a risk taker who 
appeared to get a thrill fomn 
attacking in ex p os e d places. 
On occasion, he has threat- 
ened his victims with vio- 
lence if they contacted the 
police. 

Cdr Tomkins *^]be of- 
fences are likely to become 


even more serious than those 
committed so far — hi« ecaifl- 
dehce appears to be growing.** 
Tbe <^nees linked are: 

• A serious sexual assault on 
two schoolgirls, aged 14 and 
15, in woocQand at the Mount 
In Kaylel^ Essex, at spm on 
August 12, 1997; 
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• A sexual aaaawW OQ a 85- 

woman in a garage 

Hohnesdale Boad, mgb- 
gate, north London, at 
10 J^nn, tu May 1998; 

• A serions sexual assault on 

a J7-year^ schooilgifi on 
waste ground In the Pa£k- 
wafer estate, Toi^ 

north London, at 11.44^ on 
lhty23,1998; 

• *nie rape of an I89ear<dd 
woman in Suthedand Eoad. 
Brighton, between 11.30pm 
amrf loidaigbt on August 29; 
199^ 

• The rape of a l&yearOld 
schoolgirl in Eaton Soad, 
Sontbend, Esse% at 8am on 
Angnst 81.1996; 

• An assault atx a ifryaar-old 
giii in Queensway. Soofoend, 
at 9.45pm on Septembtf 12, 
199fe 

• Ihe serious s»ual assault 
ofa 28-yeaFoM woman in Bee- 
dell Avenue, Westdiff, Essex, 
at Upm on September 12, 
1998; 

• *nie of a 26-year-oild 

woman in St John's Wood, 
north-west london, at 4am on 
Septmober 12, 1998; 

• Ihe sexual assault of a 21- 
yeeixdd woman In Wadeson 
teeet, BetfansA t^een, east 
t.ahAwj at io.4Qpm on Octo- 


ber 28, 199^ 

• The serious sexual as- 
sault of a 22-year-old woman 
at her hmne in Bdslae Road, 
north-west Lofrion, at 3pm on 
October 29. 1998. 

Police believe that there 
may be more victims who 
have not yet cmne forward. 

'^Hiere are significant gaps 
in the duniolo^ hut because 
m are talking about a pioliflc 
oflDmder thtfe is a high proba- 
bility that thtee are people 
out there who have been so 
terrified and traumatised that 
tiiey feel they can’t go to the 
police,’* Cdr Tcxnkins said. 

Detective CUef Superiutea- 
dent Lee Weavers, of Essex 
yttctfiftng fhig Investiga- 
tion, Operation Monarch, 
^Detailed analysis and 
investigation baa revealed 
strong liwiM between these 10 
of fewrftB in tenns of the sus- 


pect’s speech, his behavioar 
amd the duration "Titi 
method of attack.*! 

Detectives said there were 
some scientific factors to link 
the attacks, but added the sus- 
pect ajipeeued to know how to 
frufffrste formic grientte te. 

The so^>ect is a wUte. poe- 
termed, man aged be- 
tween 2D and 80, of medium 
bufld, and alxnrt Sft ffin to Sft 
loin talL He has shmt Irrown 
hair, sometimes described as 
wavy on tc^ and speaks with 
a southern accent 
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The di^mted pathway past a garage owned by Sir Bernard Ingham to one owned by a neighbour in Parley, Surrey 

Ingham in well-heeled war of words 


The arrest of Thatcher's former 
press secretary signals another 
round in a long suburban wrangle 
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WAR oS Sir Bejv 
Hard In^iam's bunga- 
low escalated sbaiply 
yesterday, as neigh- 
bours oTLady Tlui^er’s for- 
mer press secretary divided 
Into increasingly acerbic 

camps. 

I^onnally hidden tpnKirmc 
in Mmmhwn Avemie, Parley, 
erupted after tiie cantanker- 
ous YorkshiniDan was ar- 
rested and interviewed by 
prdice. while the next door 
fiunSy at Nutcrackm: Gables 
issued a pained statement 
about bis alleged locking of 
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one of their three Mercedes 
cars. 

Pro-Ingham locals in the 
Surrey commuter brit united 
h phin d *‘a good neighbour 
and a good guy". wril-Uked in 
)^elghbourho(ri Watch clrdes 
and generally an ornameut to 
the district. 

But builder Barry Cripps, 
whose extension, vivid 
Wemfy house and sauna have 
previously infuriated the 
Ingrams, hit back at "gn 
angry and overbearing" pres- 
ence on the oQier side of a 
thin dividing line of shrubs. 

"Sir Bernard’s overbearing 
behaviour over a number of 
years has now culminated in 
an incident on Sunday in 
which be kicked and dented 
the door of the Cripps's car " 
the fhmily protested in a 
statement read to Journalists 
another nei^bour. 60- 
year-old Mervyn Toogood. 

'The znotivation fte* this 
continuing behaviour ap- 
pears to be the feet that Sir 
Beiuard's court actiwi over a 
boundary dispute two years 
ago collapsed on the first day 
of trial." 

The sbort-f\ised Ingham, 
who has acknowledged that 
his temper "goes up and down 


Parents claim 
millions for 
Ikv given 
wrong blood 



Sir Bernard Ingham: claims row is teeltber here nor there* 


in seconds", was saying noth- 
ing yesterday after brief com- 
ments folloning his arrest. 

After leaving Croydon 
police station, be described 
Mr Cripps as "an extremely 
troublesome neighbour" who 
h^ driven over bis [Ingbaml 
land to reach a rear garage at 
Nutcracker Gables, knowing 
that this was trespass. 

Sir Bernard, getting used to 
the Pinocbet-like indignity of 
being described in Surrey' 
police bulletins as "a 66-year- 
ojd man arrested in connec- 
tion with alleged criminal 
damage", said that be had 
remonstrated with Mr Cripps 
who bad then blocked the en- 


trance to his garage. He said: 
"Mr Cripps then caUed the 
police and 1 gave them a state- 
ment It is neither here nor 
there." 

He was backed by a straw 
poll of Monahan Avenue 
nei^bours, who recalled the 
bitter legal war running foom 
1992-96 over Nutcracker 
Gables’ expansion, and the 
stubborn but ultimately vain 
resistance of Yorkshire-born 
Sir Bernard. 

One described the rorraer 
terror of No. 10 .ind his wife 
Nnnr>' as "good friends and 
gixxi neigbbours", while an- 
other said the Ingbnms were 
'‘neO-liked .'ind good peo|9e." 


Mr Cripps and hU wife, 
Linda, whose thrt'e Mercetles 
have personalised number 
plates, poured srorn on this 
description, .*u.Tording to Mr 
Toogood. a marketing consul- 
tant who lives across the road 
from the warring households. 

A letter to the couple from 
Croydon council was pro- 
duct to back their state- 
ment. apologising for "unnec- 
essary and unjustifiable 
actions" taken against their 
various Ingharo-antagonising 
developments in the past. 

Sir Bernard has been balled 
to return to Croydon police 
station in February, pending 
tbe outcome of a report to the 
CTown Prosecution Service. ; 

But be is also expected to- 
return to the Cray. 

A former Guardian repor- 
ter, Labour council candidate 
and lover of the phrase “bal- 
derdash and bunkum'*, 
Ingham has a reputation for 
keeping on at a problem or 
enemy until resfetance is 
cnisbed. 

He played a central part in 
a "nimby" (not in my bock 
yard) struggle five years ago 
against the proposed siting of 
wind turbines above his na- 
tive town oTHebden Bridge in 
tiie West Yorluhirv Ponnines. 
beside which suburban rights 
of way and Wendy houses 
pale. 


Ingham and man naxt door, 
OS, paged 


HolawCartar 


T he parents of a boy left 
severely brain damaged 
after a hospital mix-up over 
blood for a transfusion were 
seeking a multi-million pound 
payout -at tbe High Court 
yesterday. 

James Green, now aged six. 
needed a transfusion for Jaun- 
dice, and four days after his 
btrtii in hlarcb 1992 at tbe 
Princess Alexandra bospital 
in Harlow. Essex, be received 
blood type A rhesus negative 
instead of 0 rbesus positive. 
The blood he was given had 
been intended for another 
bat? with foe S3une surname. 

As a result James suflbred 
convolsions, heart feUure and 
acute anagrrtta Hls oouDseL 
Robert Owen QC, told Mr Jus- 
tice Thomas: 'The tragic con- 
sequence was serious and per- 
manent brain damage." 

Dudley and Patricia Green, 
of Stamboorne, are seddng 
damages from Nbrtb 


bealth autlurity on behalf of 
Uieir son. Mr Owen said: 
"James cannot walk, cannot 
stand without support and can- 
not do anything for himsdr." 

His mother told foe court: 
**r particularly feel respon- 
sible for what happened in 
tbe Orst place, and feel I have 
to be protective.” She wept as 
she described foe femily’s 
hand-tP-moKth existence. "We 
are Just trying to survive and 
have been for seven years." 

Tbe health authority admit- 
ted liability in foe case in 
August last year, and agreed 
many of foe sums claimed by 
the family. However, there is 
still a dispute over James’s 
care regime, cenh^ on foe 
cost cf hls education and 
whether a hydrofoerapy pool 
should be built at his home. 

The baling coottnues today. 




Renewing your home insurance 
in December or January ? 


If you are 50 or over, 
you can benefit 
from quality home 
insurance from 
Saga, call us NOW 

You will know how expensive home 
insurance can be. Thankfully, if you 
are aged 50 or over you can benefit 
from Saga Home Insurance, a superior 
household insurance that is only 
available to mature, responsible 
people like you. 

Saga Home Insurance covers a wide 
range of properties including Grade I 
and H li.sted buildings and converted 
barns. 

The Saga Price Promise 

If you find another comparable policy 
at a lower price within two months of 
taking out Saga Home Insurance, we 
will refund you the difference. 



' Fast efficient 
claims service 

FREE 24 hour 
domestic emergency' 
and legal helpline 

‘ FREE pen with 
your quotation 


SAGA 


Saga Ser^'ices Ltd. FREEPOST 73 1 
Middelbuig Square, Folkestone CT20 I.AZ 

SiB* a«*fcw L» aiMd W to »Bd M«»S 

Ptottoid by «■** 

cgntotoM n craoto nw to 


Call us today 

FOr your free quotation 
simply call us on the 
number below. To help 
us help you, please have 
all relevant details to 
hand when you call. 

0800 

414 525 

quoting reference 
GUDS16 

Lines opvo Mondoj' to Friday 
8,30Bin • 7pnm Saturdays 9ani - Ipm 


And whv not ask us about our compotilne 
* MOTOR INSl RANCH 
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French riot police watch a 
bos bnm (right) after 
rfawhwa with more than SOO 
yonths In the snbnrbs of 
Tonlonse on Sunday ni^t. 
The violence* which 
contlnaed yesterday was 
tigered 1^ the death of 
an unarmed teenage]^ 
Habib Mohamined (1<^ 

liUIN PHOTOGRAPH: CmsiOPfE BM 






French police held 
after youth is shot 


Jon Henley In Paris 

T WO policemen were 
arrested and a senior 
officer was suspended 
yesterday as the shoot- 
ing of an unarmed teenager of 
Arab or^in sparked a second 
day oC rioting in Toulouse in 
south-west Franca 
Last night groups of youths 
stood on the foo& of buildings 
m the woxking-class suburb of 
MlraiL, showering riot poUce 
with chonks of concrete in 
protest at the killing cf Habib 


Muhammed, aged 17, on Sun- 
day 

Six police officers have 
bemi injured in the violence 
anH a French radio journalist 
is in a stable condition after 
being stabbed in the stomach 
yesterday 

At lea^ 200 infuriated riot- 
ers looted shops and set fire to 
a police station, 20 cars and a 
passing bus on Sunday lead- 
ing to a walkout by the city’s 
bos drivers, who daim it Is too 
dangerous to work. 

Officials also dosed the 


underground railway stations 
in ftie woiidng-dass neigh- 
bourhoods of La Reynerie and 
BeiteFootaine to avoid van- 
dalism. 

The riots have prompted 
fears of further violent 
dashes in French towns and 
cities during the traditionally 
tense Christmas period. 

The Toulouse state prosecu- 
tot; Michel Breaid, said ttie 
two detained patndmen 
accused of shooting 
Mohammed — one a national 
serviceman comideting his 



milit^ service as a pdice 
auxiliary — would be treated 
■like ordinary citizms and 
presumed innocent’' until Che 
Inquiry was completed. 

hi Ebris the acting interior 
niinlstec J^-Jack Qudranne, 
Suspended fiom duty the head 
of the tbur-man patrol. 
' involved in the shooting: 

The authorities are also 
awaiting the results a post 
mortem on the temager 
which were due last ni^t. 

According to Mr Bidard, 
the patrolmen bad opened tire 


on Muhammed at about 
3.30am after they spotted him 
tiding to break into a oar wilb 
anaooomplioe. 

Hit tty a stray shot through 
ttie ^est and shoulder; the 
tettiager managed to drive a 
Short distance before he col- 
lapsed and cravded "niter a 
paticed can His body was 
found at 6am. 

But the youth’s fiiends 
claim tile police fired six 
tixaes. hitting him twice. Ibey 
also dahn he collapsed in a | 
gutter and was left unattended | 


for more than an hqnr before 
parawiftHina arrived to. find 

him iloait 

Mr Brtejrd said tiw pdtoe- 
men did not report the shoot- 
ing vtiien they retomed ftom 
prttroL 

The incident was a near 
repeat of the shooting, of 
Abdelkader Bonziane, ag^ 
16, who was kfOed by po^ 
bridle trying to drive through 
a roadbtoek bet Decembec On 
San^ six cars were set 
alight and petrol bombs were 
thrown at a pdUce car at the 


scene of his death in. 
DammarietefrLys, south - of 
Paris. 

The Tbulmue suburbs hne 
bewr tense fbr months. 

Tbuths in Miiail. which has 
a 35 pec cent nneimployment 
rate, have compLalned they 
foce constant police harass- 
ment and are stopped for iden- 
tity rqi to 10 times a- 

day 

Fidice justified their heavy 
presence by saying they had 
lecertQy dismautied a gang 
fro m the area which HrH hairt 


up six hanks and rotfoed 20 
dififoreiit shops. 

Vidlhice between police 
and gangs of youths — marry 
of them Ftench-bom children 
of North African Arab Inimi- 
gruts living In poor areas — 
has become increasingly omn- 
monlnnahce. 

According to government 
statistics, incidents of urban' 
violence have risen from just 
over 3X00 in 1992 to nmizly 
16,000 last yean while reports 
of on policemen have 

sur^ by 25 per cent in a yean 


Court jester to 11 presidents watches 
friends and fans lift the lid on secret life 


Multi-ethnic Bosnia still a dieam 


Micha^ BBison In Neiw Yoik 

B ob hope once sidd 
that he woold rather 
be killed than ignored. 
Having read the comments 
of his supposed tens and 
friends, he may have to 

think again. 

Woody Allen, vriio chose 
his career path after seeing 
Hope in Hoad to Morocco, 
says that his admiration is 
limi ted to movies. **111 Other 
media, particularly televi- 
sion, he was not very good," 
he says of Hope’s 284 televi- 
sion shows. 

“Be was lazy and nobody 
cared. He would come out 
and do these old-fashioned 
sketches and after a while 
he was unashamedly read- 


ing firom the cards. It was 
jnstawfti].’* 

Hope’s former manager, 
Elliott Kozak, says the 
comedian is "the most self- 
centred person" he has ever 
known. 

And Frank Lleberman, 
his publicist fhr 41 years, 
says: "He never walked past 
a mirror without looking at 
himaoif or Smoothing bis 
hair." 

In an otherwise flatter- 
ing profile in the new issue 
of the New Yozker maga- 
zine, Melville Shavelson, 
who wrote and directed sev- 
eral of Hope's movies, says 
he used to humiliate Us 
'writers when It came to 
pay-day. 

"Every week we'd gather 


Korean war 
captives 
freeafter 
■fears 




Jonathan Watte in TbKyo 

T WO South Koreans, 
listed as killed in 
action in the Korean 
wan have escaped 
from ccxnmunist North Korea 
after more tVmn 40 years In 
captivity: 

Park Dong-fl. aged Tl. and 
Kim Bok-ki. ag^ 67. flew 
home from a "third county 
where th^’ had been in hldi^ 
since their escape eadier this 
year, the South Korean 
Agency for National Security 
Planning said yesterday. 

The two men were taken 
prisoner by Chinese troops 
fighting for the North Koreans 
during the closing stages of 
the war in 1953 and banded 
over to the North. After sev- 
eral years in a prisoner of war 
canv near the North Korean 
capital Pyongyang, tiiey were 
forced to labour at a coal mine 
in the north of the country 


Escaped PoWs 
tell horror stories 
about conditions 
in the North 


Until their sudden reap- 
pearance, th^' were listed as 
killed in action by the South 
Korean ddience ministry 
Their names are believed to 
appear on headstones at Seoul 
national cemetery among the 
thousands o,' others who 
never returned from the war. 

Little is known about their 
flight, but the "third country" 
where they sought reflige was 
probably China. The term is 
usually used tv Seoul to avoid 
embarrassing BeUIng. which 
has a treaty with Pyongyang 
to retnm dtfectors. 

They were accompanied by 
Mr Kim’S son and Mr Park’s 
daughter, who married in 
April 1991. 

The ddeily men and their 
children are likely to have fled 
across the frozen Tumen rivec 
That was tte route taken ear- 
lier this year by Chang Mu- 
hwan. one of only three other 
South Korean prisoners of 


, war to have escaped the north- 
ern coal mines. It is a perilous 
journey Escapees must elude 
the border guards and risk 
foiling through the ice. 

South Korean inteJligence 
officers are now debriefing 
; the men and their children, ft 
I is not known whether Mr 
; E’aik or Mr Rim have any 
; remaining relatives in the 
North, but previous escapees 
have said they feared for the 
safety of those left behind. 

They have also recounted 
horror stories of conditimss 
in the North. Mr Chang said 
about a million people had 
died of starvation in recent 
years and many others had 
' been reduced to selling their 
. Uood to survive. Vending 
such reports has been impos- 
sible because ^ongyang 
grants only limited access to 
I outside oburvers. 

I The number of South 
I Korean troops still held cap- 
; tive by the North is also 
unclear Pyongyang Insists 
that it took only 7,000 priscm- 
ers and repatriated them ^ at 
the end of the 1950-53 conflict. 
It also accuses Seoul of hold- 
! ing captives. 

! But South Korea claims 
that more than 20x00 prison- 
ers of war remain unac- 
counted for. of whom 130 are 
still alive. 

The two sides — separated 
by the most beavily foitifled 
borter in the worid — have 
never signed a peace treaty 
and remain technically at wac 

To break the impasse — the 
last of the cold war — the 
South Korean president. Kim 
Dae-jung, has pursued a "sun- 
shine policy" of engagement 

wiUiPvtuigyang. 

Howe\'ei; tensions have 
been rising since August, 
when North Korea lannnhe d a 
rocket over Japan. The United 
States is also threatening to 
cancel an agreement to build 
two nuclear energy plants in 
the North because of suspi- 
cions that ^ongyang has 
restarted its nutiear weapons 
programme 

I^t week the North 
Korean military said the two 
sides were on the brink of 
wan The escape of the prison- 
ers is likely te stir up fUrtber 


at the bottom of the stairs. 
He would go up to his 
office, write out our 
cheques and make paper 

airplanes out of them. 

Then he’d yell out our 
names throw them 

down. Yon had to jump up 
and catch It. He said he had 
to do it because It was the 
only exercise he got” 

Larry Gelbart who 

wrote for Hope before going 
on to create M*A*S*H for 
television, said the man 
wdio has plaj^ the role of 
court jester to 11 presi- 
dents was cheap. 

He remembered Hope 
telling Um: "Ten o’clock 
lU^ house. Tomorrow 
morning. Bring your own 
orai^e juice.” 


The comedian was one of 
the best-known faces on tiie 
planet but more of a 
stranger to his own fondly 
His elder danifliter Linda 
says: "1 don't foel that 1 
really know h™- That’s a 
kind of sadness for me 
because 1 would have Hfced 
to know him betten 

But Dolores, his wife of 
64 years, says she is untrou- 
bled by his reputation as a 
womaniser. "It never both- 
ered me because I thoi^t 1 
was better-looldiig than 
anybody else." 

Hope spends his time at 
home whistling old tunes 
and often deriines to wear a 
hearing aid. "They can hear 
what I’m saying." Hope was 
quoted as sayii^. 


Can the donors countries which 
meet today keep the divided 
country from spiitting into three? 


Chris Bird In Sareiewo 

A t THE annual meetii^ 
of Bosnia’s SO donor 
countries, whicfo opens 
today in Madrid, delegates of 
the so-called Peace Implatnien- 
tadon Council (PIC) vriU he 
asking whetiier the intemar 
tional community will ever be 
able to restore — or quit — a 
multi-ethnic Bosnia. 

De^ite pumping an esti- 
mated $9billioa (£SX billion) 
annually into policing and 
rebuilding the Balkan state of 
4 Tnmin n. eacb side ~ Serb, 
Croat and Mtulim — is Cdosol- 
itteHng ethnic entiti^ and 


working against reintegration 
of the country 

On tile foce of it the inter- 
national ^Ebrt to force Serbs, 
Croats and Muslinte to live 
togethet; backed up by 85X00 
Nato-led troops in the Bosnian 
s taMlifiatim i Foroe (S-Fot), ir 
startup to pay oS. 

Cars carry non-ethnic^pe- 
fitfie regisbation plates and 
the convertible mark, a new 
curxmuy pegged to the G«sr- 
man unit, has been intro- 
duced. 

But while Bosnia’s interna- 
tional governor, Caries West- 
endoip^ and dth^ senior 
officials ebantthe mantra of a 


molti-atlmic Bosnia, the lower 
ranks of the 

presence are wringing their 
hands In frustration. 

"With Dayton yo'a*re trying 
to create a minirBunQean. - 
IMon, hut as if it was 1946," 
said one Western diplomat 

At last year's PIC- meettog 
In.Bonn, Mr Wbstendorp was 
granted sweeping powers 'to 
force through laws 'wtddi 
were not acceptable to all the 
natkmallstleaderships. 

No agreement coidd be 
readied <m a Bosnian flag but 
Mr Westoidorp' created <»e 
ansmay 

Now the new 11^ flies in 
; predominantly Muslim Sara- 
jevo but Serbs keep their own 
flag flying in their, "capital" of 
, Ba^ Luka, in western 
Bosnia, while tbe.'etimic 
Croats fly the flag of neigte 
-bonrlng Croatia. - 


The war legacy Is stfll 
there, and tiiere is a stn^ 
divide between Bosnians 
{Mnslims) auH Croats." said 
Saumya Mitra,' deputy direc- 
tor of the Wbdd Bank mission 
inBosniai 

Western officials arq woi> 
ried that Bosnia is aitUtting 
Into three, not two. 

"It has not . returned to a 
multi-ottmic country In any 
wa9(" said one semor Western 
diplomat in Sarajevo. 

To demonrirate. he pointed 
to a map shovring the ethnic 
make-up of Bosnia bdbre and 
after the war In 1991 the map 
is a fiOiiagp of ethnic commu- 
nities. In 1996 there are three 
thick bands— red for the Serb 
entity in the north and east, 
green fix- the Muslims in the 
craitre and a new blue In the 
south-west to martr what is a 
Croat entity in an but name. 
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Modern living blamed for rise In Chinese sterility 


John Gittinga In Hong Kong 

A rise in stenllty among 
Chinese males, a£Eecting 
up to one in eight cou- 
ples. is being blamed on pollu- 
tion, smoking and sexually 
transmitted accord- 

ing to press rep^ in Beijing. 

Chinese doctors are quoted 
as claiming that the increase 
in childless couples Is dlrectiy 
associated with chan^ in liv- 
ing habits and the environ- 
menL The percentage of 
couples unable to conceive is 
said to have risen to 13 per 
cent from 3 per cent in the 
past 20 years. 

The report was first carried 
In a Beijing tabloid last week 
but has since been broadcast 
by the official Xinhua news 
agency The Beijing Morning 
ftst litted heavy smoking and 
alcohol consumption, the rise 
in sexually transmitted dis- 




beliefo. It oontinues to provide 
a deadly motive for the cev- 
tore and slaughter of rare 
wild ^tmaia, whose parts are 
believed to hm a stimxdating 
^Eect m sexual activity 

The Beijisg' Morning Post 
jIm suggests premari^ sex 
has an adverse efihet on fertil- 
ity and blames "inrisihle 
kftter waves" from household 
flpp?ip"«« for allege^ caus- 
inginfertiUty 

The newspaper’s mixture (tf 
sdenoe and superstition is 
. likely to be widely reproduced 
under alarming headlines in 
th e pro vincial Chinese press. 

^Ds-were idmdst unknown 
Ontil 20 years ago. In N^ist 
C hina - -the diBwar>d fi of 

"socialist morality" ensured 
thrf sexual activity was 
largely- limited to mairied 
couples. Tourists, were Iso- 
lated from the population and 
prostitutioD was unknown. . 


) 
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Clinton works peacemaking inagic 


MdShamck 

inJefuoaieni 


SHOW of hands 
yesterday laid to 
rest the Phlestin- 
iaa M of destroy- 

^ tgrafti, In a 

gesture witnessed and ap- 
^uded by President BUI 
CUntoa as a historic moment 
in Middle Elast peacemaking. 

Drama had the 

vexed issue of the 34-year-old 
Palestine LiberatioD Organi- 
sation (PLO) charter and it$ 
destructive ciauw; up to the 
last minute. How would the 
Palestinian Authority presi- 
dent. Yasser Arafat, yield to an 
Israeli demand which in Pales- 
tinian eyes was jost another 
humiliation? 

In the end it was the Qrst 
sittii^ US president to visit 
the Palestinian territories 
who turned an awkward and 
abrupt gesture, boried amid 
Mr Arafat's speech to his 


fledgling state’s elite, into 
something far more noble 
than a head-count Out of a 
party brick, Mr Clinton creat- 
ed a moment of pore peace- 
making magia 

Four times he thanked die 
members of the E^alestine Na- 
tional Council ibr raising 
their hands, ‘‘standing tall” 
and rejecting “fulls finally 
and forever” the ideological 
underpinning of ^ Ar^ 
Israeli conflict 

‘“This moment would have 
been inconceivable a decade 
ago ... %u have come to this 
point through a commitmeot 
to peace and negotiations. You 
reafilrmed that commitment 
today” 

Acknowledging the difficul- 
ties they have faced in making 
peace with Israel, Mr Clinton 
praised Mr Arafilt Sar his per- 
severance in the put five 
years, “because in all the 
too^ times since, when in 
your own mind you had a hun- 


Scandal beats statesmanship in news stakes 


Matin KetUe in WMibiglDii 


Jg LTHOUGHBm 
Mm minton ifi graimlfaig 
^^mwith the steUed 

Middle East peace process, 
the travelUng United States 
piress corps remains preoc- 
cupied with the npoomiag 
Impeaclunent battle in 
Cotctcco. whidi takes 
place less than 48 hours 
after Mr Clinton^ return 
ton^ht. 


Asked again about the 
eci^ yesterday as he ar- 
rived in Gaza. berespond- 
edt *Tve said what rve said 
about 1 don’t believe 
tt‘s in the interest of the 
United States and Che 
American peosde to go 
tturongh fhelinpeecduiieiit 
process and have a trial In 
the Senate. 

“That’s vrtiy 1 have of- 
fered to make evwy com- 
prcnnlse with Congress:*’ 


Laien in a brief eatehanga 
wifii WhUe House re- 
porters, he said: “1 have of- 
fered to make evtey effort 
to make any reasonable 
compromise with Oie 
Congress, and 1 still believe 
that. I'mstlllwilHngtodo 
that." 

Presidential aides contin- 
ned to wocfc the pbimes in 
Washington all day yester^ 
dast making It clear that 
th^ and Mr Clinton's • 


lawyers were svailahle for 
prirate coBversadons with 
waverim; aambars of 
Congress. 

Meanwhile, aheadlinein 
the Washington Post read; 
“Scandal Shadows a weary 
president”. 

Above it was a picture . 
showing a tired-looktug 
President Clintion answer^ 
ing yet another eeandal-re- 
lated question from, a 
travelling reportec 


dred good reasons to walk 
away you didn't” 

The tftraaji prime ministei; 
Binyamin Netanyahu, was 
quids to wdoome the Pslestia- 
ism action, ^‘ilie issue, as fhr 
as we are ooncemed, is now 
off the tables” his chief aida 
David Bar-man, said. 


The trade minister, Natan 
ghflfanstq ; said title vote was 
“historic” but added that he 
would have preferred Mr 
Arafet to go Airfiier in oiging 
wdinary Palestinians to re- 
think rdatlons with Isra^ 
For his part; Mr Aiafet 
avoided provoking IsraeL 


vrtille listing his aide’s griev- 
ances, imiewlng his call for an 
end to Jewish settlements <m 
the West Bank, and the release 
c€ Palestinians fiom Israeli 
jails. 

Ife also declared that Pales- 
tinians “would not go ba^ to 
the ways before peace” and 


would not “allow or tolerate 
any vtolence” that tiireatened 
the security Israels or 
Palestinians. 

While he did oot repeat his 
oftmi-stated intention to de- 
clare statehood In the absence 
of a permanoit peace accoid 
at file end tile five-year Oslo 


interim period next Bfeg Mr 
Arafet did rmiew bis call ibr a' 
FalreUnian state wifii4ts.(^- 

»ttl it, .Ta mgalam 

As for tbie 2,400 isisonere in 
Israeli jails t- whose cantia- 
uediiirercer a tiDtt;hagqwrked-. 
the worst violence on f&Wbst 
Bi^.In years -^Mr Afafet 
gairf simply: ’Wb-' would like 
our siHis and otor Bo^'tb ticnne 
h^ bmne. They are tiie ones 
who stru^ed for the.peace 
prochiB since its inoeptidn.” . 

IsraeL has so for released 
250 Qfi the 'teO prisoners it 
promised to firee. under, the 
laniUiM>«ecarl:^ agree- 
ment; hut many of tiim are 

iftr ritnwT y <*r imlwa'la‘ 'Tint prtlti- 

.calprismiers. - 
' . nis prisoner issue, was a 
niain topic at a triledieEarhieet- 
Ing last night - betwemi Mr 
CUntch,- Mr Netanyahu and 
Mr ArafeL A onnproinise was 
expected in whidi WiaAing- 
ton will assist in deciding 
which prismiers may be feeed. 


It was also anticipated , 
tile next handover of land to 
:tteFaIeGtintenvdue later this 
wnrlr. ■ would • also be dis- 
eusa^- Mr Netanyahu is fee- 
ing a 

the-' _ feradl padimneDt- on - 
Monday which might finich • 
bCE bis coalition goverrmi^. 
A. handover of la^ befere., 
that vote; as stipiflafied in the; 
wye agreement would doubt-- 
less swing the fer'- righh- on- 
whlch he rdire .agamM&iin. " ' 

Palestinians ' dearly feel 
tiiat Mr CUutoa’s visit has 
been in their intere^ XJri 
Savin the former director-gen- 
eral of fera^s foreign mfo-" 
istry who helped negotiate the 
Oslo accords in 1998, said Mr 
CliDtmi’s visit wouIdJrivanee - 
both, peace and Palestinisi 
ho^ for independence. ' _ 

“Ttoday’s d^ will go fnSwn' 
in history as tiie day the Unit- 
ed States gave de feeto reoog- 
nltion of a Palestinian state,” 
besaid. 


Puerto 

Ricans 

reject 

Joining 


Martin KetUe in Washington 

P UERTO RICO’S chances 
of becoming the 51st 
state of the United 
States receded sharply after a 
majority of the Caribbean is- 
land's voters failed to support 
a claim for statehood in a 
weekend referendum. 

Only 46.5 per cent rated for 
US statehood, the same share 
as In the previous non-bind- 
ing referendum in 1993. The 
referendum gave Puerto 
Rico's 22 million voters four 
choices for the status of their 
Island, which is currently a 
self-governing “common 

wealth” under US rule. 

Although the voters were 
also able to opt for two forms 
of Independence and a disput- 
ed definition of the existing 
commonwealth status. 

502 per cent of votes went to 
“none of the above” — which 
most observers are treating as 
a vote of confidence in the sta- 
tus quo. Seventy-oae per cent i 
of the electorate took part in 
the referendum. 

“Ife have gone to the ballot 
boxes and said 'No. this coun- 
try is ours'," Sila Calderon, 
the maytM* of the capita] 

Juan said as the results were 
declared. “We continue being 
Puerto Ricans forever. We 
want to live as Puerto Ricans 
and die as Puerto Ricans.” 

Mr Calderon has been a 
leading campaigner in the ef- 
fort to keep the island’s cur- 
rent status, defending its 
Spanish language and culture 
against .Americanisation and 
the Imposition of English as 
its first kuiguage. 

The vote is a major blow to 
Puerto Rico's governor. Pedro 



A Puerto Rican holds the national flag during a rally held in San Juan on Sunday following the weekend 


Rossello. who campaigned 
strongly for US statehood. 
However. Mr Rossello claimed 
the defeat as a victory; arguing 
that the “none of the above” 
votes were abstentions. 

“Ibday the people spoke 
and they said statehood is the 
future of Puerto Rico,” Mr 


Bossdlo said. “In my interpre- 
tatioD this is a victory for 
statehood.” He said he would 
petition the US Congress to 
make Puerto Rico a state. 

That looks like an uphill 
task after a majority voted for 
the current semi-colonial rela- 
tionship in which Puerto Ri- 


cans pay no taxes to Washing- 
ton vrtule receiving $10 bOlloa 
(£6 billion) a year in aid. The 
averse per capita income on 
the Istend is $8,000 per annum, 
approximately half that of the 
poorest US state, Mississippi 
President BUI Clinton had 
earlier asked Congress to 


abide by fbe result of the poll 
but the referendum is nnlite- 
ly to encour^ Washington to 
make the Issue a priority The 
Republican Senate leaden 
Trent Lott, has opposed Puer- 
to Rican statehood. 

“If tb^ go to Washington 
to petition for statehood, they 


would be violating the ri^t to 
vote of the majority” tiie pro- 
commonwealtii senator Eu- 
daldo Baex Galfo said 
yesterday 

If Puerto Rico became the 
Slst state, tt would rank 4Stii 
in size but with its population 
of 3.8 million would be enti- 
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tied to six Congress members 
and two senators. 

The District of CoLiunbla Is 
the new front-runner in the 
race to become the Slst US 
state. But that is a long shot in 
a RepuUican-dominated Con- 
gress, gtven the district's De- 
mocxatic voting record. 


News in brief 


Indian bill 
backs women 

THE Indian government in- 
troduced controversial legis- 
lation yesterday which 
proposes setting aside for 
women a third of the scats in 
pailiamonc juid Che state 
legisl.ttures. 

M inisters ha Ued the biil as 
a victor}' for democracy; but it 
drew noisy protests from MPs 
angry that it did not reserve 
seats for Muslims and women 
from disadvantaged communi- 
1 ies. — ReuUTs. New Delhi. 

DNA exhibit 
in Anwar trial 

M\L.AYSLA’S sex and corrup- 
tion trial of the former deputy 


prime minister, Anwar 
Ibrahim, took a sensational 
turn when the prosecution 
said it would e^bit a semen- 
stained mattress to prove Mr 
Anwar had Indulged in illegal 
se.x. 

Prosecutors said the mat- 
tress. seized by police in July 
from a Kuala Lumpur apart- 
meuc, had been examined by 
the police laboiatont They did 
not d isclose the fincUn^, but 
said the mattress would be 
shown to the court today — 
AR Kuata Lumpur 

Dutch road 
rage killing 

A CYCIjIST wielding a five- 
inch kitchen knife stabbed to 
death aear driver in a rare 
Dutch incident of road rage, 
police said. 


The Qfclisl aged 35, blocked 
the path a car trying to 
turn into a strete on the edge 
Amsterdam’s red-light dis- 
trict late on Sunday night. 

In the argut^t that fol- 
lowed, the cydist stabbed the 
2S-year.old driver in the chest 
— Agencies, Amsterdam. 

Lightning hits 
earl^home 

LIGHTNING struck the hixu- 
ry South African home of Bail 
Spencer yesterday setting fire 
to the house and causing seri- 
ous damage, local radio said. 
No one was injured. 

Cape Talk radio quoted the 
earl's spokeswoman as saying 
tlte brother of the late Princess 
of Vfoles and his four Children 
had escaped unharmed. — 
Reuters, Q^xnim. 


Germans demand Stasi spy files from CIA 


Ian Ibaynor In Bonn 


G ermany and the unit- 
ed States are at logger- 
beads over what Is 
believed to be the greatest in- 
telligence coup of the last days 
of the cold wan with Bonn de- 
manding that the CIA returns 
thousands of East German se- 
cret service files spirited out 
of East Beilin In 1990. 

The files, taken from the 
former East German foreign 
Intelligence service; are said 
to contain the names of 13,000 
Stasi spies. They were bought 
secretly ter the Americans in 
1989 and 1990, in the chaotic 
months before and after the 
Ml of the Berlin Wan. 

Bonn has been trying, with 
increasing frustration, to re- 
cover the records. The files 
were comp^ Iv the Stasi’s 


foreign espionage service, 
which was beaded by the 
legendary spymaster Markus 
WblL Much of the material 
had been hidden outside East 
Berlin before the wan feU 

CIA agents are said to have 
offered the East Germans 
hundreds thousands dol- 
lars for the papers in an opera- 
tion codenamed Rosewood. 

The German government 
told V^hlngton last week 
that it was “unaceeptabLe for 
the German authorities to 
have no idea of the scope and 
nature” of the files’ contents. 

But In recent years the CIA 
has allowed Gennan col- 
leagues to see some of the files 
relevant to trials ben^h^ In 
Germany The matcaial in the 
files has also been used as evi- 
dence to several US espionage 
trials, according to a recent re- 


port in the Washingtxm Post 
But the new German gov- 
erzunent of Chancellor. Ger^ 
hard SchrOder has indicated a 
more assertive stance with the 


More than 1 ,000 
ex-Stasi agents 
can’t be identified 
without the files 


dispatch to v^ehingtoa eaili- 
er tills month of Peter Frisch, 
the bead of counta>lnteIli- 
gence. He lobbied for the're- 
tum t£ tile files “to German 
ownership and Gennan ri^t 
of disposal” and met Geoi^ 
Ttiiet, the CIA director 
Bonn has said that it is un- 


acceptable to be kept in the 
dark aboot ^ potentially — 
thousands of former Bast Ger- 
man agents woridzig in the re- 
united Germany 

Ernst Uhilau. a former 
Hamburg policeman who has 
been iqipomted Mr Schroder’s 
InteSlgnipe co-ordinaton said 
that Bonn was betog prevmit- 
ed from from Obtainii^'an ac- 
curate picture of the scale of 
the problem posed by ex-^les. 

The documents, amounting 
to tile complete reconlof com- 
munist East Germany's for- 
eign agents, are also certain to 
include "details of people who 
worised for ttte Stasi In the- 
West induding Britain. 

It is assumed tiiet -Russian 
intalligeiice has the infbrma- 
tl(m cantained in the docu- 
ments.because the E(S would 
have been informed of the 


Stasi’s intelligenoe activities. 

The Christian Democratic 
opposiUm, which was in 
power when the CIA acquired 
the files, has complatoied that 
more than 1,000 - ex-Stasl 
^ents could not be identified 
without access to the files. 

Last month a group of for- 
mer East Gennan direidents 
wrote to -the US mubassy 
warning that 2a(± of access to 
the documents constituted “a 
destabilisation of German 
democracy” because . many 
former spies reaiained in 
positions ttiroughout society ' 

While former East Gennan 
spies can no longer be tried 
after a ruling by Germanyh 
constitutional court two years 
a^ West Germans who 
w<»ked for the Stasi — there' 
were an estimated 600 — can 
be tzl^ for treason. 
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ASTERLY govern- 
ment planning to de- 
feat tto millonwliim 
bug goes firom strength to 
stength. Already, it has 
recnilted hundreds of 
special pn^ranuners when 
according to its own official 
estimates thoosands are 
required, whlie its own task 
force Action 2000 has now 
advised ns all to hoard food 
this time next year. No 
need to panic then, albeit 
that some of the insurance 
companies seem not to 
share the Diary's optimism 
that all will be welL Gerry 
Moore writes from Flint- 
shire in Wales to report 
receiving the annnal 

reminder about house and 
contents insurance from 
the Halifax and with It a 
leaflet entitled: “Insurance 
— date change and com- 
puter viruses policy exclu- 
sion”. This announces an 
extra exclusion clause in- 
serted to “cover liability 
following the failure of 
equipment to recognise 
data representing the Year 
2000”. By the way, the In- 
surance period quoted is 
“ 1st January 1999 to 1st 
Januar>' 1900”. Don't pan- 
ic, don't panic . . . 


T he embryo ofa Jack 
Straw leadership bid 
has been noted. Jack 
was chatting at a party 
about his Pinochet deci- 
sion. It was, he said, not 
quite as difficult as people 
imagine. “There were only 
two options, yes or no,” 
Jack explained, “but no 
third way”. Openly chal- 
lenging Mr Tony's intellec- 
tual brainchild — one 
widely acepted as the most 
significant development In 
political philosphy since Mr 
Major's Cones Hotline — is 
a clear statement of intent. 
Watch out. Jack. These are 
dangerous waters. 


Y attention Is drawn 
to an and-gay rant 
in Spearhead, bouse ' 
buUetin of the BNP. The 
author is John Tyndall, 
whose long career in comi- 
cal far right-wing politics 
stretches back to a spell 
leading the National Front 
Now a leader of the BNP. Mr 
Tyndall's polemic — which 
at times, to his cre^t bor- 
ders on the semi-literate — 
centres on his revulsioa for 
homosexuals, most notably 
tbose in the Cabinet In a 
section entitled "homos In 
the party”, there is even a 
picture of Mandy Mandel- 
son — the one below, in fact, 
taken in my kitchen the 
night the Trade Secretary 
m\ited himself to dinner — 
which Spearhead pithily 
captions: "Mandy and a 
close friend”. 



T he self-efTacement of 
the Jerwood Founda- 
tion. which recently 
failed to bully the Royal 
Court tto which it has do- 
nated £3 miiUon)into chang- 
ing its name to the Royal 
Jerwood, continues to im- 
press. As Pass Notes has 
reported, we have a Jer- 
wood Award for educa- 
tional theo^'. a Jerwood 
paiuting prize, a Jerwood 
Gallery at the Natural His- 
toid* Museum and. not least, 
tfaeGuardlan Jerwo^ 
Award for charity workers. 
So what the world would 
seem to need most at the 
moment is more Jerwoods 
. . . and the winter newslet- 
ter from New Labour's 
favourite PR rirra Hobs- 
bawm Macaulay has the 
happy news. There is now, 
it reports, a Jerwood Li- 
brary at Trinity Bali, Cam- 
bridge; a Jerwood Sculpture 
Park at Witley Park in 
Worcester; and — hurrah! — 
something called the Jer- 
wood Space in Southwark. 
By no.'ct week, if the price is 
right, there will be the Jer^ 
wood Guardian Diary too. 


■ AM pleased to announce 
that the Christmas card 
frvm Demos has arri^’ed. 
Sadly, this year that well 
loved think tank cannot af- 
ford the stamps, and the en- 
velope is Ck'anked with the 
message "to pay 40p”. Also 
enclosed, meanwhile, is a 
change of address card an- 
nouncing Demos's move to 
theHaymarket. hardly the 
cheapest address in central 
London. Glad to be subsidis- 
ingsuefa smart new offices. 




The folly, negligence and lack of 
judgment of the brilliant Hoffmann 



T hree weeks ago. the 
case of General Knochet 
propelled the British ju- 
dicial to the pinnacle of 
^bal admiration. By ruling 
that the former Chilean dicta- 
tor enjoyed no immunity in 
these coorts, the law lords 
strudt a massive, possibly-im- 
characterisbc, certainly . 'uh- 
expected, blow for the pri- 
macy of International 
standards of human rights. 

Today this triumi^ is in 
peril of disintegrating, with 
consequences not only for Pi- 
nochet and international law, 
but for the reputation, and 
even the ftiture potmicy, of 
Britain's Qnal court Through 
the folly ofa single judge, the 
law lords, from being the 
heroes, may soon become the 
vUlalns. 

They most decide this mat- 
ter themselves, which makes 
their predicament no more 
comfortable. Five of them 
convene this morning to hear 
a petition from Plnocbefs 
lawyers that the earlier Ju^- 
ment was polluted by bias. 
Lord HotTmann's wife, it 
turned out, works for Am- 
nesty InternatlonaL which 
was admitted as a party to the 
Pinochet case, and Lord Hoff- 
mann himself sits on a con- 
nected charity. 

Lord HoCEmann gave the 
final vote on November 2S 
that swung the court 3-2 
against the claim to immu- 
nity which would have sent 
Piriochet back to Chile. 

On the fhee of it, this shoold 
not matter. If every judge 
were disbarred for his leisure 
Interests, not to mention his 
wife's work, the court system 
would seize up tomorrow. 
Every law lord has spent a 
lifetime learning true objec- 
tivity. But Lord Hdffinann 
Called to declare his oonnec- 
tlon. even when Amnesty was 
admitted as a party to the 
case. Convention said he 


should have done so; prac^ 
suggests Hmi: au objection 
would have been unlilmly. 

But the appearance of bias, 
not proof rtf' act^ bias, is 
enon^i to poison due inocess: 
an autiere. position, but one 
laid down 1^ the liCads (R v 
Gough, 1933} and endmsed la 
the European Coart of 
Human Wi ght* Hofflnann’s 
nefdigence espostf the Pino- 
chet court to having its opin- 
iem DulUfied. IT that happens, 
several ruofo will fall In. 

Reopening tiie case at all is 
very dangerous for the Lords. 
Such a thing has never been 
done before. It’s a measure 
the seriousness wlfri which 
any vestige of bias is regarded 
that other law lords — there 
are 12 in all — led by Lord 
Browne-WUkinson, the 
senior, should have decided 
to hear Pinochet’s potion. 
The five who hear it will be 
different from the November 
five. 'Hieir task is fraught 

If they judge bias to have 
been apparent enou^ tiie 
case will have to be le-taeaid. 
But by whom? The previous 
court, but with HoCfrnann 


replaced? Onlikely. This 
would reduce the besrtng to a 
hattie for the mind a single 
ju^. If not what permanent 
l^al status attadies to the 
optnions of Lords Slynn and 
Uoyd, who found for Pino- 
chet . last montb, let alone 
those of Lords St^ and Ni- 
cboUs. who won the day for 
international law? 

A new panel could easily 
come to the opposite result 
Another grotesque confiisioit 
Some observers, lodking at 
the temperamental make-up 
of the bench Lord Chancellor 
IrviiM is fashioning, would 
place no bets on another three 
law lords agreeing with Steyn 
and NichoDs. 

The central point was aiul 
is a fine one. Pinochet could 
hope once again to be on the 


plana , and the inrxmvenlant 
triumph of the jadiciary 
would be replaced by the 
relief politicians to be shot 
of the crmseqaences of Sena- 
bx Pinoriiet 

Whatever now happens, 
these scenarios throw open 
the abaurdlty of the House of 
Lords court hi that sense, 
the episode is timely. As- the 
Scottish and other devolutlrm 
structures heave into view, 
constitutional disputes wSl 
come fix judgment but tiie 
Government has resisted con- 
verting the Lords into a 
proper rxmstitutinnal 'court, 
free of the mixture of caprice 
and political taint that is oc- 
casionally seen to aStet the 
perming any five out of tiie 
12 to be assi^ed to particiilar 
cases. 

If diS’erent ju^es de- 
cided Rochet the other way, 
it would drive home as noth- 
ing has before tiie strange- 
imss of the Lords' claim, on 
the one hand, to be the fount 
of final justto, yet the evi- 
dent foot, on the other, that 
there's no such thing as a 
declaration of law free from 
human folhle. 

R esisting a coostitu- 
tlona! court, with a 
fixed number of judges, 
the Government invokes the 
faminar British blur the wls- 
dmn of this age^dd muddle of 
multi-faattad Lord i Chased- 
Icrs. the ex-oSclo credlhOity 
cf hiw lords survtvlDg their 
random selection, the reliaUe 
supremacy of judgment over 
systora. WQI anyone believe 
that quite so surely again, 
whichever way the Plnoehd 
case goes? 

The potential shredding cf 
a court's status, and the early 
destructioc of its venture Into 
political courage, may be a 
heavy burden to lay on Lord 
Hoffinann, But he does seen 
to htek judgment. This isn't 


the first rime he’s diown it A 
few years ago, he lurked, un- 
wisely, in the corridors of the 
Scott inquiry. In 1996, he 
afiowed hiniMif to be us^ as 
a pawn by ^ then Lord 
ChaneeUor hlackay in tiie in- 
tensely political manipula- 
tion of the 1688 Bin of Rights, 
in order to help Neil Hamil- 
toD off the hook. 

Every lawyer I know says 
he is a brilUant man. though 
hardly the consistent liberal 
the rij^-wing press labeUed 
Mm. whmi seddng to explain 
away tiie November judgment 
as an aberrant Imposition on 
Rn gtiah law ify Soutii African 


lefties. 

Now. having remained 
silent except for his vote, on 
the day of judgment in No- 
vember — did his Amiiesty 
connection embarrass him 
into keqtiog quiet? — he has 
placed an unconscionable 
weight on his bretiiren to 
save their court 

Will tiiey succ ee d? Lord 
Browne-WllUnson. presiding, 
will be aware of the worst 
case, but may be hard put to 
avoid it Their Imdships will 
not want to prdtong the bear- 
ing. In the end tiiey have to 
m^e a very awkward choice. 
The least damaging would be 
to uphold Hoffinann’s rale, 
perhaps by that 

connection with Amnesty, 
while not very public, was 
known to lawyers on tiie 
other side. 

Bot British law's cultural 
traditioa a^inst even a tinc- 
ture of bias is profound. 
Ihere will be voices to assert 
It. A complete re-bearing 
would lead to chaos. A tempt- 
ing alternative might be to 
subtract HoOniaxm from No- 
vember's 3-2. But that would 
make nonsense too. A 2-2 Bidlt 
would restore Qie judgment of 
tire lower court, and see tbe 
General ba(± to Chile In short 
order. 


Astonishing hew report shows 
that poverty is a Bad Thing 



you 



I N 1977; a Labour HealttL 
Minister set iq> an inquiry 
into health inequaUties. 
Ibe dhaizman was Sir Doug- 
las Blad:, just retired as diief 
scientist at the Departmttt of 
Health. . 

AfterltmgreseaiclL Sir 
Douglas reported tiiat poor 
people were much more Ificdy 
than ridi peo^ fo get sick. 
One of the main reasons Ibr 
this dlacrepancT, he revealed, 
was fhatpoorpetqfle didn't 
have enoD^ money. 

Rtt T Vtnglwa enmplatoiMi . 

that the chkf victims of this 
inequality were chiidreiL. Al- 
though many moMers went 
without food to fbed tiieir dhll- 

iTrati , tniTliftfia nf tAilditm 

were, as a direct result of pov- 
erty, systematically deprived 
of the basic essentials to 
goodheaUh. 

He reoMnmended as a pri- 
ority that social security 
benefits and penskms ffioiild 
be high enoo^ to ensure bet- 
ter health to the poor, and' 
pointed out gently and mainly 
Iv implication that the easi- 
est way to pay for it was 
higher lazK on the rich. 

It was had luck on Sir Doug- 
las that his r^rt wasn’t pub- 
lished until 1980. A Tory gov- 
erument bad just taken office, 
reserved to Bbike out to the 
blefa ground of inequality. 

Tbe new Prime hOnister. 
MargaietTtiatifoer.pBBBian- 
at^ believed that one of tiie 
most serious sodalproUems 
focing the Brittdi people was 
excessive taxation of tiie rich. 

Hie obvious remedy, she 
concluded, was to enrich tiie 
rich BO that some of tiiefr in- 
creased fintuDBs could tridcle 
down to tiie poor. An social 
policy v*as bent to this pur- 
pose. Welfkre benefits were 
trimmed and pensiMis cut 
loose from earnings. Sir- 
DougiBs Black’s T^drt was an 
embarrassment After tiie 
usual unctuous e^ressioDs of 
official gratitude; it was eODr 
signed to tbe rubbish bin. 

I N 1997, almost exactly so 
years after the Blade 
report was commissiohed, 
a Labour Health Minister set 
up an inquiry into heattii in- 
equalities. Tbe chairman was 
Sir Donald Adiesm, just 
retired as chief medical offi- 
at the D^otment of 
Health. 

After Img research. Sir 
Donald reports that pom: 
people are mudi mote l&ely 
than ridi peqide to get side. 
One of foe main reasons to 
tills discrepancy, he reveals, 
is tiiat poor pec^ dmt have 
enou^ money. He says that 

the ffhiflfi nffHTns of flite in. - 


Four heads lying by a Grozny roadside showed that the collapse of government is now the biggest threat to human rights 


state of anarchy 


John Gray 


T he four British engi- 
neers whose decapi- 
tated bodies were 
recently found by the road- 
side near Grozny are casu- 
alties of a development that 
extends be>‘ond the fron- 
tiers of the lawless republic 
of Chcchenla. The break- 
down of states is now a 
major threat to human 
rights. 

In many places, the mod- 
em state has collapsed. In 
countries as dlfihrent as Af- 
ghanistan. Colombia and 
Albania* in the Russian 
Federation and Africa, the 
prevailing condition is akin 
to anarchy. 

Libera] opinion remains 
shaped by a political out- 
look in which repressive 
states are the chief threat 
to human rights. Yet the 
anarchy that foliows in the 
wake of collapsed states 
can be as great a threat to 


liberal values as the op- 
pressive states of the pasL 
The dark history of this 
century goes a long way 
towards explaining why 
the state has been demon- 
ised. Neither the Holocaust 
nor the Gnlag conld have 
occ m ie d in the absence of 
modem state machinery. 

Most of those who died by 
violence in the 20th cen- 
tury were killed by the 
agents of states. From the 
nrst World War onwards, 
the greate s t blood-iettings 
occurred because of war be- 
tween States or state-im- 
posed terror. It seems 
reasonable to conclude that 
rMnlng in the state should 
be the first priority of any- 
one who cares about 
hnman rights. 

Yet that Is a view for 
removed from the realities 
of the post-cold war world. 
Today, most wars are not 
fbughc by the agents of 
states. They are waged by 
irr^olar armies, tribal or 


ethnic wiiitriag or political 
organisations. True, some 
wars, such as the Gulf War. 
can be fought only by 
states. Even so, in many 
places, the power that once 
defined the modem state — 
its monopoly over orga- 
nised lienee'— has goim. 

Not only do states no 
longer have that oontraL In 


Free market greed 
brought about 
the disaster of 
modem Russia 


mnch of the world they can 
no longer enforce peace — 
or prevmit the m<^ serious 
violations. 

Some of the worst of the 
past decade occurred In dr- 
cumstanees where the state 
was fractuiing or had dis- 
integrated. Btimic massa- 


cres in Bosnia and Rwanda 
were not the worik of pow- 
erful centralised states like 
those In Nari Germany or 
Stalinist Russia. Ihey were 
acts of genoddal violence 
committed by forces over 
which no state had much 
leverage. 

The attadu on tbe Oti- 
nese minority in Indonesia 
over the past few months 
may have been poUtlcaiiy 
e n c ourage d, hut they 
curnd in a context in 
wlikfo law and order had 
alrea^ broken down. 

In cases like these, viola- 
tions of human rights occur 
not because the state is too 
power fu L but because It 
has loet controL 

In many parts of the 
world the wrakness of tbe 
state has been aggravated 
by the cult of the free mar- 
Market fandamentaL 
Ism sees government as the 
problem and markets as the 
solntion. Animated by this 
primitive cr ee d, the West 


has tried to force the gov- 
ernments of developing 
co untr ies to dismantle cont- 
tzols over titeir economlea. 

ITie resuUs of such poli- 
cies can be seen In Russia. 
For the first time in mod- 
em pmieeti^TO history, a 
major European state has 


collapsed into anarchy. 

because the pnfo- 
lems posed by collapsed 
states are so dauntine* it ia 
hard to break habits of 
thrnidng in Which the State 
has been demonised. To'be 
sure, the power of the state 
still-, neeto curbing, ..not 



equality are fibijdrsn. Al- 
tbongii many mofoms-go 
wzOioatibodtofoedfoelrchil- 
draLmBUons iff children are, 
as a direct resnlt of poverty, 
systematically deprived of the 
basic easentl^ to good 
health. 

'Tbednlytealdzftoencebe- 
twemi Sir Dcoald and Sir 
Dou^as is that after 20 years 
of "tiicikling down”, the 

iTkctpialitiftg in 

are much worse. Sir Donald 
puts it boldly. “Avnage in- 
comes grew in real terms by 
40 pw cent betwem 1979 and 
199495, but tills growth was 
for greider (6398 per bent) 
asumgst the tidiest tenfo of 
tiie population. 

“For tiie poorest tentii, av- 
erage income increased by 
10 per cent (before hous- 
ing costs) and foil 'by per 

cent (after tiiem)”. 

Sir Donald reocamnends 
tiiat social security benefits 

anrt f^weiwnft aVinHlrt hg high 

enoui^ to ensure better 
heaUh to tiie poor, aytfi 

g pntly awii matoly 

by implication that frte easi- 
est way to pay to it is h^ier 
taxes on the ridL 
it is bad lu^ to Sir Donald 
that today's Prime MQnister 
passionately believes that one 
-of the .most serious sodal 
problems toing the British 
people is excessive taxation of 
the rich. The obvious remedy, 
he canriudea. is to enrich Bie 
rich BO that some of their in- 
creased fortanea can triclde 
down to the pom. 

' An social policy, it seems, 
is b(^ to that purpose. Bene- 
fits are glwohpd p pg^rinna 
kept Diiidy divorced from 


After 20 years of 
trickling down, 
inequalities 
are even worse 


earning. The usual unctuous 
expressions of gratitude are 
omtoous. This r^ort Is head- 
ing tiie sanw way as Its luck- 
less predecessor. 

■ EVERT day. it seems, a 
first rate joumalist is sacked 
by tiie BBC. Isabel Hatcm was 
sacked the other day as a 
Worid Tonight presenter. She 
consistentiy fafiedto show 
even a trace of the two quali- 
ties most required of BBC in- 
terviewers nowadays — def- 
erence and Ignorance. She 
had to go. 

Last weCk, Chris Donldey 
was sacked from his Imig- 
standing job of presenting tiie 
reactions of BBC listeners. 
His problem was not just hu- 
mour and style. Sometimes he 
even dared to suggest foat 
BBC bosses can be wrong. He 
bad to go. 

I nominate James Boyle 
Radio 4 Controlter as tbe man 
who has done more than any- 
one else in history to 

drag the BBC into tie journal- 
isttc 

Sorry, thath not strong 
enough. Let me put it another 
way. He’s the obvious candi- 
date to succeed John Birt. 


'only in ooontrles such as 
'Ghhia and- Iran, but also In 
Britain. 

That is wl^ the Govem- 
meat was right to iacoipo- 
t:ate the European Cimven- 
tlOQ. on Human Sights into 
British law — and why this 
country still needs leglsla- 
■ttbn on free d***** iwfhmM*- 
tton and privacy.. 

We needio make govem- 
mraite more accoiintable to . 

their' cltlzeiLS.. Yet tbe 

power of foe state te not 
today the princi^ meniy 
of hnman freedom. Withoat 
.a stnhig, mbdam state to 
protect them no human 
ririits axe sate. The* world, 
is Httered • vrtfh collapsed 
States in whirii life and 
erty coant for nothing. 

That, is foe .lesson, of die 
fonr heads AiiBd Inasack 
on.-’a road ontride Gcaniy, 


i 
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There is an unrelenting 
mispronunciation of 
Scotland’s msyor cHy* 

Betty Rubinstein, Letters 


Lords’ dread 
challenge 

It goes beyond Pinochet 

TODAY the Law Lords will a rViaiiflwg o 
that must fill them with dread. Tb^ win be 
asked by la\^ers fbr Aogasto Phmdhet to 
overturn their own ruling fhat Htaamiarf ww 
fbrmer dictator as vulneaable to prosecudmi 
as anyone else, since his past service as 
Chile’s head of state afibrded him no hzimur 
nity. The challenge centres on Lord Hoff- 
mann. whose decisive vote kept the Sanli- 
^ One in Britain: the judge fiifTcd to 
disclose his links to Amnesty Xatematumal, 
even thoi^ that organisation was a party 
to the case. That was a bad mistake, onefiiat 
could end up undoing the Law lords' wise 
judgment and aHowixig tlie General to evade 
justice. But as Young OT piame on the 
(9Posite pa^. titus is a]^ a grave momoit 
for Britain’s highest bench — one *ha«: 
in vites searching questions about both its 
composition and its role. 

Judges of the senionty of Lord Hoffmaim 
are called upon to make decisioTw not only 
of life and l^rty, but also of human tights 
and the constitution. These are profound, 
and polilical. questions — yet we know next 
to Dothix^ about the men (and it is Chiefiy 
mpn) who Tnalfg thAm. 

The Lord (Chancellor. Derry Irvine, recog- 
nised this problem yesterday, when be ac- 
knowled^ that gi -eate r public scrutiny of 
judges win be essential now Britain has 
absorbed the European Convention of 
Human Rights into OUT owD law. The judi- 
ciary win be caHed upon to make ever more 
crucial decisions, striking down the 


actions of elected poUtieians. In that light it 
seems (Andcus that we gbf«nw be privy to 
the political i nterests of the robed men who 
wfil wiedd such power. The fflusioQ tiiat 
Judges are fiee of human frailty is outdated 
— de^te Lord ^vine’s insistestce it is 
^hCKisense” to imagine a judge’s back- 
ground exerting influence mi his decisions. 

The time Hoc such scrutiny is the day 
fgmdidates are proposed fbr the top ranks of 
our judicaary. At mesent, this selection 
bapp^ in the daik, utteiiy free of demo- 
cratic sunlight It is the ta^ of one man, the 
Lord CbanoeOM'. That's why thtenewspaper 
was amcmg the ftarUaet- advocates of- a 
judicial at^KdDtments commission — maOs 
up of prison govemocs, criminok^fsts and 
lay people as wdQ as lawyers — wb^ these 
crucial posts mi^ be fniA<i more openly. 
Labour was ccanmitted to that idea beftere 
the electioii, until it was quidiy dngiped. 
Now Lord Irvine hints he may revive it 
That would certainly be an fnqNrovement <m 
the cotrent system. 

But other ideas also press their case. Now 
that the (Sovmiment has launched an ambi- 
tious prog ramme of g o t f sl il ution^ l refonn. 
siZRdy It ^old place its c ha nges to the 
judiciary in that overall ocmte^ So, for 
example, if we are to have a demomtic 
second chmnber. perhaps ttot body might 
have a say in choosing our judges? It could 
install a judiciary ecamnittee to hold US- 
style oonfinnation bearing s of nominees to 
the bench. Such a body would soon have 
learned of Lord Hoffinann's connections 
with AmnesQr, so piaphig that inf(xmation 
on the public reomd — tiierel^ preventing 
riahna of undeclared interest lUre the one to 
be heard today. More deeply, a second 
chamb^ woidd be a useftal step on the way 
toward the separation of pow^ — a vital 
T fa rturwr a ritf noti o", bot 006 wMch bix never 
taken root in Britain. It would hold the 


executive in check but also, through a 
suitabay-anned committee, ensure tbe judi- 
ciary was no longes: the sole appointment of 
the ex ec uti ve. At present, all three branches 
ate ftased in the single person of tito Lord 
Cbanodlor. WhMi device is chosen is not 
the mam question. The key challenge Ibr die 
(Sovenunent Is to shed some daylight on our 
judiciary — and to see its own programme 
of oonstitotional ^-bangp not in pieces but as 
a connected whole. 


The art of policy 

Keep the brush strokes light 

AS AN artwork it certainly ofihrs scale. 
There's a note of Iconoclasm too, but will 
Chris &nith’s ma gminri opus rank as a 
masteririece? One thtog Is sure -- it’s likely 
to be (me of a kind, since culture secretaries 
are unlikely to get more than one bite at the 
Arts Ckmncil ^rry. On first inspectton A 
New Cultimal Framework reads as if the 
artist were enthused by technique. He has 
attar^ead -oie jn^tiutional Structure of arts 
ftinding with a mallet and fashioned some- 
thing that looks a lot smoother. The extra 
money secmred in the summer's Cbmpr^ 
hensive Speaiding Beview doubtless Inbri- 
cated his chisel Whether the potters and the 
poets quite belong in the same financial 
oven rmiains to be seen, but the outlines of 
this ledivision of the various arts quangos 
looks sensible. 

Ditto the creatum a body that will, at 
least in principle, ask questions about dfeo 
tiveness of mrts spending, although fai^to g it 
Quest da^ in context, have an omi- 
nously diil£pste feel Here's a dilemma. We 
live in the midst of a boom in “cultural” 
ootiays, bo^ from die Culture Department's 
•own budget and the National Lottery; in 


addition, there is tbe work of the Depart* 
mem fbr Education and Smidpsinent on 
sdiool curriculum and attainment, the De- 
partment of Trade’s policies for indus^’ 
and tiie regicms and tiie burgeoning con%ic- 
tion aa the part (^ccmncils, ftmded through 
yet another fait of Whitehall that culture is 
good for jobs and local identification. Hard 
questions need to be asked abwt vcalume 
and quality. What, fbr example, is going to 
fill an those Lott^-fUnded galleries? Mr 
Smith’s stateDcent tiptoes lound whether 
the (Sovemment is nimlng to create some- 
tiling tiiat amounts to a cultural 
The reason is dearly that he is too fer 
down the ministerial pecking order to be 
able to countermand the branders (^Britain 
at Number 10, vdio are doing culturd poUcv 
of a kind, let alone other Cabinet big-hitters. 
Yet without a policy, that’s to say a sense of 
what public outlays are meant to adueve, 
tiie effectiveness cf ^pending can’t easily be 
assessed. But with a policy, what price tbe 
necessary freedom of imagination for oe- 
ators of culture, for writers, painters and 
the host of spedallsts recent^ given new 
life? PerscHoally, Mr Smitii lodts an unlikdy 
Gauleiter, but he will still need to take care 
not to apidy silly managerialist categtules 
in an area where, as shown by the reomt 
history of tiie BBC. imagination may suffer 
from too heavyhanded an encounter with 
the numbencrtinchers. 


Goodbye blokes 

Girls count the spoils of pop 

FANS of the Spice Girls were out in force 
yesterday to snap up copies of their new 
sin^ (joodbye. whi^ looks set to top the 
charts for Christmas. Yesterday was also 
beginning to look a bit like goodbye to the 


boys, as the latest singles chart gave women 
singers and girl bands the top flxv sfotn for 
the first time since statistics were cdlected. 

This was all the mim of an achievement 
because last week's charts didn't include the 
Spice Girls (their turn is this week) nor .•Ml 
Saints (who may be one saint .short of a 
dioir soon if, as mooted, one of their singers 
kav'es). The Spice Girls can undoubtedly 
daira some reflcctod glory for the nU-women 
top five. Since they first chnlienged the 
Divine Ri^t of Bloke Bonds to dictate pi>p 
feshions when Wannabe stormed into the 
dtarts in 1996. the Spice Girls haven’t 
looked badL, even aficr losing a Spiw of 
their own the way. lliey staked their claim 
for Girl Power and insqiired numerous other 
bands and individuals to follow their lead. 

They did Last week Bewitched paslwHl 
Cher into sectmd place oner her seven-week 
reign, followed by Billie. Marlah Care>' and 
Whitn^* Houston, and Honeyz. 

(Cynics will of course, say that this is just 
another instance of what .\ndrew LUiyd 
Webber and Tim Rice claimed last week — 
that the singles charts these days merely 
reflect the s^emes of record companii's' 
marketing departments. (Tould there have 
been an element of collusion amcmg record 
companies thinking it would be a great 
wheeze to have the top five occupied by 
women, just as last month they managed tu 
get Che top slots occupied by singers from 20 
j'ears ago? Possibly. 

It may also be true that it has been u poor 
year popwise for blokes. But thesi' are just 
excuses. It is really about the onward march 
of young women, who now (^n considera- 
bly better results than boys at GCSE. claim 
more places in the legal profession and who 
have almost caught up with men in terms of 
numbers in employment On this .showing, 
bloke groups had better wise up before they 
go the way of 78 rpm records. 


Letters to the Editor 


Making it up 
with the Scots 


i Hoggart drawing such an ex- 
travagant oontiiiskxi from his 
utdikely account of tibe news as 
presented by Rai^ Scotland 
(Simem Hbgiprt’s Diary, De- 
cember 14). Ifls view that if 
pec^le in SobdanE (awl evBi hi 
Canada) dont get their news ' 
judgments made for them by - 
BDDOKie in Televi^n Centre 
then “toey are Uki^ to feel 
mcae cut otTfrom realevents 
than ever before,” is precisely 
the snug attitude that idakes 
pec^e want to decide on^^ 
ownprograzmaasin thefizst 
Idace. inoaleoraclg■ 

^^ that last 

P»*i -i«»|g Wanwaw- 

Cardiff 

N O WONDER tbe Scots 
want their own news 
broadcasts, gtven the unre- 
lenHwg mlspronundation of 
tbeir major city by an the pre- 
senters on radio and TV as . 
“Glaisgoh”. 

Betty Rnbfnstein. 
RicfaizuHid-upon-Tbames. 

S O, FOR reasons best 
known to taimsdf; Bany 
Home has ended bis hunger 
strike and now is 'ba<^ in bos- 
pital (Animal activist labelled 
a fraud as be cans ofTbnngte: 
strike. Deconber 14). I wonder 
what sort of medical treat- . 
xnent he Is upecting ttat 
would not have been tested cm 
animals? 

IglalTto .T aniAft 

Lmdott. 

C S I A / HAT is JatiSaitOD op 
VV to?” (Media Guardian. 
December-U) Who cares? Only 
me. I suspect, and then only 
becanae your story is wrong. I 
putinastendardBBCafiiilica- 
tionfor tbe Six O'clock News 
editcnrshte two months ago, 
coll^)Iete with tbe paper 
requested. I’ve ctaifessedfhls 
Ikiriiigly imnnal bebavkxfr to 
everyeme who’s asked. You ‘ 
didn’t, and come up instezul 
witii some Uzam fiction about 
“Barton” being too lofty to 
‘Tiutlushat intothe rV. in 
gtt tbe j(A ni teerenmead to 
my t*nmi that o) d jOUT- 

nalist’s triric of checking fbets 
before traruanikion. 

J(ui Barton. 

Bzecotive Editor, 

BBC Dally Cutraxt A^iiw 


I non of the dribblliig tea-pot 
toout has be^ scientifically 
iQvestigated(Lettm:s.Detem- 
ber U and IQ thore mustbe 
manymenwbowooldlikeAge ' 
(tonoem m* a similar mtecest 
group to CQZimusslon flirtbte: 
raaafr rh veri- ‘ 

ant KWfa flfTDTntf"^ 

condition. 

JohnClark.' 


lAGREBwitbBDbLlne(Let’ 

I teas, December ig) that we 
should think ofa more bealQiy 

wayfor teenagers ofbreaiking- 

light But the real prpbieiD a]V‘ 
way is wbat^yousay 
Qexlasgettmgaligbtcxilte - 
own does not br^ the Ice. Hie 
Solution is sii^pile. Ifyou're not 
a smoker, your opoitog line- . 
ahouldbe whatever you would 

hove said next 

TSmothySraemer. 

iMdon. 


How I’ll remember Monty 


D avid Montgomery 

(ftiiUshlng the UOrror's 
image, December IQ is. 
DO doubt a man of many tal- 
ents — impersonations, 
tapdancing and so forth-Bnt 
netther self-aw aren e s s nor a 
laidaAfticgrBwiHiptiewB^ 
papers is amongtham.' 

Aftw choice memories 
standout One Is tbebbarre 
nature ofMontgo n iery*s own 
thtokmg about broadsheet 
joamalisa. He saw no point 
in most serious news and was 
constantly wanting stories 
about Boreebes, celebrity 
mngings and “fasbtonable 
people’’- — anaXve.two-dimien- 
si(M^ verskm ofhis gwn 
Today, an organ so successfril 
it was able to retire. 

Astororeignnew5,liesim- 
ply dida*t get it Wb«i we had 
worid-dlass soo( 9 s on the 
front page — Robert Fisks 
stumning reports of the AlgP 
maosaffr ag fhr tngfainffe — 

he was simply baffled. 

Thentberewasthenow- 
temous farce of his *Mirror 
Af-art^erwynmrrftUenne”. 
When this was announced. I 
was told that an Independent 
iT ^Irtding WTltorS, WOOld 
be required to report for re- 
training as a condition of oon- 
finnfngftindlgg . 

This would mean, 1 asked, 
that people soefo as Polly 


TbyDbee, Neal AsebersaD. 

and Suzanne Itfoore 
woidd be taught how to write 
proper^ by a Mirn»‘-picked 
executive? Er, just sa We 
eventuafry bo^-swerved 

that TftariwwKB and ■ 

evengotsmnevahiabilelow- 
grade computer Uaznih& 

Tbe real heroes of the Inde- 
pendentwhile I was there 
were tbe talented staff wbo 
woiicedfiantically hard to 
producea decent paper while 
Montgomery sneered at them 
as Trots, nniop agitators and 
drunks. Ineverfound out 
whetberhehatedfridepea- 
dent readers or staff more. 

Ftoally. Montgomery gives 
the Impi^loD that he sacked 
me for not b^ng a good editor. 
Ididat have *the tampent- 
mmitto edit”. Maybe not, par- 
ticolazly since Fd have 1^ to 
close down any sense of the 
ridiculous to work with him. 
Ito sure ! had plenty of feults 

most editors do. 

But tbe reason for my sack- 
ing was abscAutoly clear. After 
asertes ever more extraue 
demands for cuts, usually con- 
veyed by a puce, ambanassed 
and bouncing Cbaiife Wilson. 
I was told that another 60 
jobs would have to go. This 
wo^ have destro:^ the 
newspaper as a serious outfit 
I a guenma <aun- 


paign and avoided most 
rpcl nrM^anrfp^ . fhr irmny 

months, wltile we tried to 
relaunriL Finally , 'iriien the 
beard was about to agree to 
Montgomery's demands tor a 
substantially lower budget. I 
wtutetoit5thenchaSzeDan,ex- 
plainine formally that if I was 
aAed to implemeat another 
round of firing. 1 would re- 
fuse— and pointing out in 
(dear terms why. 

As 1 lUQy expect^ , 1 was 

tTutn i ^immiir ny 

1 haven’t done many thiz^ 
Fm proud of on this little 
green planet, but thai was one 
(X'tbem. Now the Independent 
is safely free of the tiutch of 
one of the most n^ative, least 
cr eati ve people in our biisl- 
nesalfitsurrivedMontgom- 
ery, it can survive anythtog. 
So no cooiplaints; It was a 
-learning experience". 

Wen, perhaps only oae. He 
describes me In yesterday's 
aitide as “a considoable 
talenF'. lU be described as tal- 
ented by Montgoizi «7 is 
groetiy oSbnsive and damag- 
ing to my repletion. Unless 1 
have aretraetzon by nooo 1 
will putthe matter in the 

IwiTiria nfm y t wtintiHWuim of 

custard-pie operatives. 
Andrew MazT. 

Editor of the Independent, 
199&98, 


The Connection (continued) 


the investigation into 
the Central Televisimi docu- 
mentary, The Connectian, we 
would to make three com- 

ments cm the piece by Michael 
Sean GOlard and Laurie 
Flynn ( (The fraud squad. De- 
cember?). 

LThmeisnobaslswhatso- ' 
everfbrthesUggestloD—- 
prompted entirely by the tect 
that, as nur report states the 
pand's condlusloQS'were 
uoanimons — that there was 
any "horse trading” between 
thethreeofus. 

The Imidicatiaa that the 

jMnol ’acoPclusiomHS )^ 

seated a compromise between 
some notional hard line of ite 
Independent members and 
some notional soft-line of Ni* 
yi WaTm^ isafigmentof 
tbe reporters’ fmagznatidtis 
and an unwarranted slur on 
thf integrity of the pmd. 

2 . 'Die allied sug^stion in the 
quotation from an *"*^^*^^ . 

senior former regdator that 


the investigatioii. tiie major- 
^wbose nmnbera bad no 
linVa wltb CaiitonTelevisloQ. 
was nonetheless not indepen- 
dent is equally unfounded, 
andiSTejected.ThehDpllca- 
tion that the outside profes- 
sionals would or did act un- 
professionaBy is untrue. 

3. In case anyone should have 
been misled tv an ambiguous 
comment in tbe article, our 


report made clear that the 
pa^ did not find It necessaiy 
to cross-examine any dTthe 
witnesses. 

It is noaritere snsested that 
sucIl cross-eaaminaiion in 
feet took place. The panel was 
atte^ that the procedures 
foDowed In the bivestigation 
were botii sutdeleDtiy 

effective and sufficiently fair 
to it* wwi dnntnna, witiioirt the 
ae^fortltepmiel tointer^ 
view witnesses ItselL 
Michael Belc^QC. 
NS^Walmsley. 

John Wilson. 

Cazltcm Tdevision. 


Sound log 

WOUR artlde about the 
I damage caused to people's 
taearingby excessive luiise 
(Easy Ustoiing bard on bear- 
ing. December 12) was accu- 
rate but, to many readers, per- 

hw p Balt ^tly mi«l oaiHng 

What is not widely under- 
stood is that the decibel sys- 
tem Is based ou a logarittmilc 
scale. This means an increase 
in 10 decibels represents a 
doubUng oftbe leveL Thus the 
cThrax of Armageddon, at 110 
decibels, is twice as loud as a 
personal stereo, at 100. This in 
turn is four times as loud as 
shoutii^ or the noise of a vac- 
uum deaner — 80 decfoels. 

While this may seem a tech- 
nical point, your bar chart 
gives the tanpresston that the 
decibel scide is linear, thus 
reduclDg file significance of 
sounds and their ability to do 

damagft ^nd nf 

the range. 

DrEwanMcIdesh. 

Reading, 

Berkshire. 


Lament for the Birmingham Six supporter 


; S A TEENAGER frring in . 
Wie Midlands Intiie 1S70S 1 
adways had to stand up fbr 
belnglrisb, particulaxHy after 
such atrocities as the Blr- . 
miwp’haTTi pubbnm h ines 
(g lynitib n n the Blnwfngfwua 
Six. Decmnber 11, Liters, De- 
ember 14)- 1 remember axgu- 
ingwith history teachm that 
1 bad no reason to fed per- 
sonal shame for SBbh atroo- 
ities,'QOinorefbanhefaad . 
xeasem to carry tbe shame cf . 
atrocities carried out by the 
British In Ireland: 

' 1 never denied my Itfsb. 

identity, having been born In 

this country to Irish parents. - 
OurhoQS^oildvrasr^ubll- - 


esQ and wa felt no need fbr 
shame, no matter what actions 
were carried out in tbe name 
cf the natiemaiist cause. We 
had the Guardian delivered 
every day; Igrewop with the 
o^BritishpapermyfemQy 
was pr^^area to trust when 
repenting on Irdand - 
We ahnos knew that tbe 
Bixmin^ti^ % were the in- 
nocent victims oftbe needfin: 
quick pnhUc retri b u tion. The 
case against the Six was 
dteariy flaw^ from day feie, 
but no mie would listen; the 
aystmnneeded a result The 
Onaidian was the only British 
papertoholdthisview 
tiunughout the IwtS sod tor- 


turousyearstoprovetheiriii- 
noceuee. The (Toardian is still 
the duly paper that can be 
trusted on Ireland — In all 
othets the hint c^an anti-Irish 
bias remains. 

Now, Idohangmy bead In 
shame tor the action of my 
eouttbyrnen. We can only la- 
ment the action of tbe Bto 
mingbam Six. who vrere sup- 
ported by the one British • 
papertiiat stood by tiiem 
th^gh thick and thin — the 
(Stanllan. Shame on the Blr- 


Breadan Quinn. 
Batdhgstoke. 



Not much change out of the euro 


IHAVE always been in bvDur 
I of the European project with 
its ideas of Increasing cooper- 
ation between the countries of 
Europe. Although I still be- 
lieve In greater co-operation 
across European econnsies, 
the euro seems bound to fuel 
Increasing natTOTLtilsm ratber 
than dissipate iL 

The euro win be constitu- 
tionally unstable since there 
can be no convergence be- 
tween economies with widely 
different structures and man- 
agement practices. Domestic 
political and economic pres- 
sures in the euro Uock wiD 
Inevitably cause it to frag- 
ment, since no (jennan. Greek 
or Spanish government will 
sacrifice its citizens’ prosper- 
t^to tbe euro’s stability. 

Inaddltloa, Ifearthaf the 
richer European nations. — 
Germany and Benelux — wbo 
wifi be providing most oftbe 
capital for the euro will resent 
the frindlng of poorer nations, 
so ch as Portu^ and Greece. 

I suspect the price that the 
Bundesbank azid Central 
Bank will demand tor such 
largesse Is FMl control of such 
economies to msure value for 
mosey and financial probity . 

Will tbe euroexpeElmentbe 
paid for ty a sacrifice oTpe^ti- 
calautonooy? Tbe euro 
seems to be idealism untem- 
pered ^reality. 

Jeremy Ross. 

Londoa 

I ARRY Elliott (Risky trip to 
l—doDar rivalry, December 
14) is WToog to say that ”awre 
will be DO chance for parlia- 


ments to grin tbe bank’s gov- 
ernor, Wim Duisenberg”. The 
goverzMX’ of tbe European 
Central Bank win be grilled at 
least four times a year by tbe 
economic and monetary com- 
mittee of tbe European 
ParilamenL 

Nor is he right to daim tiia t 
the E(S ”is simply required to 
keep inflatioa below 2 per 
cent”. Article lOSoTtbeMaas- 
triebt treaty obl^es it to "sup- 
p(>rt tbe general economic pol- 
icies [an^ the objectives of 
tbe Community as laid down 
In Artide 2” — namely a ’’bar- 
xnonious. balanced azid sus- 
tainable development of eco- 
Domic activities, a high level 
of employment and of social 
protection", and so on. 

Tbe Maastridit treaty’s pro- 
visions are fer more balanced 
than the casual reader and 
Eurosceptics alike would 
allow. 

Ridiard Corbett. 

MKPfor Merseyside West, 
Liverpool 

I ARRY Elliott Is entitled to 
1 — his own views about Euro 
peau monetary union. 

But be hit a new low with 
bis Hnim that ”Relmut Etdil 
has succeeded by peaceful 
means wbere Nepdteon and 
Hitier tried conquest and 
felled”. 

This is the sort of inaccu- 
rate and oEfenstve anti-Ger- 
man nonsense that Nick Rid- 
got sacked for. 

Surely tbe Guardian can do 
IwtftBr thfln ttiat? 

Alai, T 

Corfe Mullen, DoiseL 


Homeless fiasco was not ours 


I WAS most concerned to read 
I David Hencke’s article 
(Coanefi Ignored fefflfiies' 
plight, December 10 ) about tbe 
ombudsman’s report on dar- 
ezrionC-ourtHotel 

Your article suggests that it 
was Westmlnstar City Cknincfi 
which placed homeless fem- 
ilies in the hotel 

Notiung Is fortherfrumthe 
troth. The council has nol at 
any time, housed anyone In 
the Clarandon Court All its 
tenants were either s^- 
placed or put there by other 
cooncils or agencies. 

Westminster is also accused 
of paying £7SO,OOOin bousing 
bes£^ I itould entirely agree 
that the amounts jiaid were, In 
many cases, excessive. 

However, this Is not a mat- 
ter where we have ei^ discre- 
tion. Housing ben^t is a- 
national benefit which is 
funded by national govern- 


ment It is something which 
has to be paid by Westminster 
City CouneU, even though the 
redplentshadbeenpla^ In 
the hotel by other Lmidon 
boroughs or other agencies. 

The artide states that I was 
a member ctf tbe environment 
suhoominUttee whi^ consid- 
ered hdel inspections in 1991. 

The boTODih council’s re- 
cords dearly show that this is 
not true. 

you indicate that 
action was takenfoUowing 
concerted activity by several 
councillors. 

That is Indeed cmrect But 
what you do not say is that 1 
was one of those councillors 
who led the fight — despite the 
inadequate laudation that ex- 
ists to bring about legal action 
against the hotel owners. 
Melvyn f^a pinw 
Leader. 

Westminster City Council. 


Now it’s official: the Queen’s 
palaces are mostly open 


P^OR most of tbe year, even 
I when the Queen is in resi- 
dence, the state apartments 
are open to visitors (A queen’s 
ransom. December 12). 

. Itlsoofortunate that Alex- 
ander Chancellor’s visit to 
Windsor Castle coincided 
with state apartment closures. 

All Wind^ (Castle public- 
ity material makes it clear 
tbirt the opening arrange- 
znents be subject to 

(foange. induding the closure 
oftbe state apartments”. 
There have been occasions 
recently when they have been 
dosed ~ these were Novem- 
ber 17-22, to prepare for a con- 
cert marking tbe SOtb birth- 
day of tbe Prince of Wales, and 
November 26 to December 6 
for the state visit by tbe Presi- 
dent of (Germany. 

Tliedosure of St George’s 
Chapel to vtsitors every Sun- 
day was a decision taken by 
tbe dean and canons, wbo are 
respwfole for tbe chapel’s 
administration. 

Regular Sunday services in 
St George’s Chapd are held for 


worshippers, and the dean 
and canons deftided it was bn- 
practicable to manage visitors 
as wen 

Finally, constantly updated 
information about the open- 
ing times of all tbe Queen’s 
official residences Bucking- 
ham Palace. Windsor Castle 
and tbe Palace ofHoly- 
roodhouse ■— is available on 
tbe royal web site, at 
fattpi^/www.royal.goy.uk. 
This ensures that visitors .trc 
aware of what is available for 
them to see when they wish to 
visit one d’the ofllcial 
residences. 

Didde Arbiter. 

Assistant press secretary 
to the Queen. 

Buckingham Palace. 


We do not publish letters where 
only an e-mail address is 
supplied: please include a lull 
postal address. We may edit 
letters, and shorter ones are 
more likely to appear. We regret 
we cannot acknowledge those 
not used. Please provide a 
reference to the relevant article. 
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At 1 6, Mary ran away from a IHe of abuse. Today 
she is homeless. Coufd you steep easy on Qiriscmas 
Eve knowing was sh'ivering in a bus belter? 

You can help keep Mary, and thousands of vulnerable 
people IDce hv. safe and warm over Christmas. With 
£25 from you. Crisis can provide a warm bed, hoc 
meals, clean clothes and someone to talk to at one 
of our shelters. 

As the days count down to Christmas, nearly 1 0,000 
homeless peo^e are counting on Crisis. WeVe countir^ 
on you. Our service depends on public donations. So 
^ease send your £25 today - in time to help us buy 
the bedding food and dothes we need to bring Ma^ 
in from the cold. 


Countdown to Christmas 


Yes, ril keep homeless people warm; i 
□ £IS ^£25 DfSO DflSO-otherf ' 


I endose a cheque made payable to Crisis. OR delnt my 
O Visa O MasterCard O Switch*^ other 


4 


/ /////////////// / I 

^lasc three of Switch ardne..J_^ Switch Issue na — L_ | 

Expiry date ^ Sjgnature I 


"GfeoraSOormorawe^wnhalmeMadiMaRncBiBiiiKlarGlfcAld | 

Name (caps) ■ . - — . I 

Addms. amis! 


.Postcode. 


0800 038 48 38 

CHril.PRBPOSi;Jlaoml43L London El IWt 
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ORRIS UDALL, 
who has died at 
the age of 76, 
was one of the 
earliest and 
most strenuous environmen- 
tal campa^ers in the US 
Congress. As chairman oTttie 
House Interior committee for 
IS years, his legislative 
achiei’ements included strin- 
gent controls on mining and 
nudear power, protection of 
eight million acres of federal 
land as a wilderness area, and 
a ban on inappropriate devel- 
opment across a huge swathe 
of Alaska. 

More controversial was his 
success in promoting the mas- 
sive Central Arizona Project, 
carrying Colorado River 
water Qrom California into 
the heart of his native Ari- 
zona. Water supply has been 
tbe crucial poUtiicd issue for 
the western states since their 
mass settlement in the 19th 
century; it led to the Colorado 
River Compact, tbe only for- 
mal treaty ever conclude be- 
tween individual states. 

Disputes between Arizona 
and California about the inter- 
pretation of tbe ccanpact inev- 
itably wound up in the US Su- 
preme Court After years of 
litigation the case was decided 
in favour cS. Arizona, but 
Udail’s taugdy-expenslve pro- 
ject to divert some of the 
water throi^ a monntain 
tunnel into a network of aque- 
ducts is now mired in bitter 
local controversy. 

Ironically, the high charges 
needed to meet its construc- 
tion costs seem likely to foil on 
Udall's other significant dien- 
tele, the local Indian tiib^ 
whose living conditioas be 
fought so bai^ to improve. 

Udall’s concern for tbe 
under-firivlleged did not sten^ 
naturally rram bis back- 
ground. His father :w^ c^ef. 
ju^r^e of tbe Arlzooa Su- 
preme' 'Uourt and Mdiris’s 
comfortable upbringing In 
one of the state's most promi- 
nent families remained unaf- 
fected by tbe Depression. He 
ezpecienced some tougher , 
moments, however, when he : 
joined tbe US Army Air Corps 


Dante Fascell 


as a private at the age of 20. 
Despite the loss of his r^t 
eye in an accident at the ^ 
of seven, he distinguished 
hims elf suSlclently In the Pa- 
cific campaign to emerge as a 
captain. 

His background marie his 
post-war giiaUfiicatlon as a 
lawyer almost Inevitable, 

thnn gh he initially saamt^ . 

reluctant to practise. In spite I 
of his impaired sight Udall 
spent a brief period as a pro- 
fessional basketball player be- 
fore opening a joint legal 
practice with his brother. 
Stewart Morris's entry into 
politics came when Stewart 
by then the congressman for 
the area of Arizona abutting 
the Mesican border, became 
President Kennedy's Secre- 
tary ctf the Interior. 

The second district which i 
Morris represented for tte : 
next 30 years, is tbe state's 
oddball, r^ulariy retumli^ i 
Arizona's lone Democratic j 
legislator. Half the populatlm I 
is Hi^anie, and mudi of its ' 
area Is desert Its water scar^ 
city is such that it even coa.- 

taing an inlanri rioaaUnR tion 

plant It is also home to 
of Arizona’s 120,000 native 
Americans. 

So UdaU’s immediate fbcns 
' on Capitol Hill was the pro- 
tection of the natural and I 
human riches a[ his own 
state. HQs Mormon upbring- 
ing also dictated his wider 
concern for good government 
As his political inflnence 
broadened, his warmth and 
charm enabled him to find al- 
lies for specific proposals 
among members of Congress 
whose general views were for 
removed fbom his own Demo- 
cratic liberalism. 

Outing his career Udall 
-successfully brov^^ In legis- 
I lation to limit campaign con- 
i trlbutions and electoral 

spending, and to ensure com- 
pliance through mandatory 
public disclosure. He also 
championed such obscure but 
Important moves as civil ser- 
vice reform and tbe protec- 
tion of archaeological 
research. 

Hfo immense good humour 



■-fl- 


,! - .r- ■ -a . 

©If 

..-t- ^ 









f':' 





S 

J- '• 


- 







Primary color... Udall campaigning for the inresidentalnommatioii in 1976 , FtwiKMAinm 


maskpd r^eated blows in his 
personal life. His second wife 
committed suicide. In 1990. 
then a victim of Parkinson’s 
disease, he announced his 
successive electoral cam- 
paign with the words: "1 
stand before you today with a 
pain^ old back, loaded with 
arthritis and one eye. But. 
considering the alternative, I 
feel pretty good". So. 
apparently, did the electorate, 
which returned him with 66 
per cent of the vote. 

Udall’s uncommon capacity 
for s^-mockery also emei^id 


in 1976 when be ran against 
.T immy Carter for the Demo- 
cratic presidential nomiaa- 
tlcni. He told reporters that a 
local hairdresser had res- 
ponded to his candidacy with 
the comment: “We were just 
laughing about It this mom- 
ing“. When he abandoned 
presidential ambitions, be 
backed Senator Edward Ken- 
nedsr’s 1960 effbrt to unseat 
Carter. 

Udall’s illness was diag- 
nosed in 1979 but he was able 
to caotinue in Congress for 
another 12 years. By 1991. 


The man who said ‘No’ to Nixon 

D ante FASCEL(L. one through law school but he had i for the state legislature in i House He soon acquired a | His domestic rec 

of the US House of only been in practice for three 1950. Four years later he had powerful ally in Senator Wil- it was that which 

Representatives' years when America entered made sufficient political im- Ham Fulbr^t and Congress sured bJs re-elect 

most liberal and the seond worid war. His nact to trv his luck as the voted to rescind the successive terms 


D ante fasceix. one 
of the US House of 
Representatives' 
most liberal and 
effective foreign affairs ex- 
perts, has died at the age OS 
81. In a political career span- 
ning eight presidencies, he 
fou^t hard to sustain a bi- 
partisan approach to foreign 
policy in the face of such div- 
isive issues as the Vietnam : 
nur and the Reagan adminis- 
tration's Iran-Contra scandal. ; 
His final period in Congress 
was as chairman of the House 
Forci^ Affairs Committee. ' 
In his home state of Florida 
he was a staunch supporter of I 
the civil rights movement and 
deeply concerned to protect 
the firaglle environment of the 
Everglades and the Florida , 
Keys, both part of his strag- ' 
gling congressional distrlcL 
His achievements were recog- 
nised last month with the ' 
award of America’s highest | 
civilian honour, the Presiden- 
tial Medal of Freedom. ' 

Fascell was bom on Long 
Island, but his Italian immi- 
grant parents moved to tbe 
newly-booming city of Miami 
when he was eight They pros- 
pered well enou^ to fu^ him 


A Country Diary 


through law school but he had 
only been in practice for three 
years when America entered 
the seand worid war. 
army service, team iriiich he 
anttged as a captain, was 
spent in Africa and Italy and it 
helped him decide on a career 
in public service. “If American 
men were going to be sent to 
war,“ be said later, “1 wanted 
to know why. and to be part of 
the process that decides 
whether they should go". 

After demobilisation Fas- 
cell worked briefiy as a mu- 
nicipal lawyer before running 




K All 


Fascell . . . conciliator 


for tbe state legislature in 
1950. Four years later he had 
made sufficient political im- 
pact to try his luck as the 
Democratic candidate for 
Florida’s 20th congressional 
district, covering the large 
southern portion trf the state 
and stretdiing down throng 
its (tffobore Islands. He won 
tiie seat and continued to rep- 
resent it for the next 38 years. 

Tbe composition c^hte eLei> 
torate inevitably determined 
some of FasceU’s political atti- 
tudes. Its vast proportion of 
Cuban exiles required him to 
pursue a relentlessly anti- 
Castro line, and the size of tbe 
local Jewish community, one 
oS the largest in tbe country, 
dictated ttis unswerviz^ sup- 
port for Israel. 

But his Instinct to act as a 
conciliator on Capitol HUI 
also allowed him to gain sup- 
port for more divistre causes. 
After President Nixon author- 
ised US forces to invade neu- 
tral Cambodia in 1910, Fasoi^ 
brought in the first legislative 
attempt to undo the effects of 
the infamous 1964 Tonkin 
Gulf resolution, which eSbe- 
Uvely ceded Congress’s power 
to declare war to the White 


House He soon acquired a 
powerfiil ally in Senator Wil- 
liam Fulbr^t and Congress 
voted to rescind the 
resolution. 

Fascell was a strong sup- 
porter of extensive foreign aid 
— never a popular stance 
among Americans — and 
worked hard to secure inter- 
national agreemmit on the 
control of chemical and bio- 
logical weapons. His tireless 
work to improve interna- 
tional human ri^ts eventu- 
ally led to his appointment as 
the first chairman of tbe Com- 
mission on Security and Co- 
operation in Europe, estab- 
lished to monitor compliance 
with the Helsinki Accords. 


A S A member of tbe 
Foreign Alfoirs Com- 
mittee Fbscell devel- 
oped a deep knowl- 
edge of Latin American 
afiMrs and chaired tts sub- 
committee on inter-American 
afibirs. He was also involved 
in tbe oversi^t of the State 
Department and, in that role, 
campaigned vigorously for 
the more ^fective use of 
America's overseas radio 
services. 


Birthdays 


CORRECTIONS AND CLARIFICATIONS 


WILTSHIRE; Eastwards into 
Wiltshire and up towards 
Salisbury Plain, the broad ex- 
panse of chaDcy downland is 
interrupted by tbe humps of 

tuinuli and occasional wooded 
heights and hollows. N»r 
Hindon, In one of the hollows, 
we skirted the perimeter of 
the elevated woods t£ FonthUl 
and found a broad, grassy ride 
and a roadway that penetrated 
the wood braide a derelict 
lodge. 

The place was deserted and 
the atmosphere mysterious. 
The only moving thing, a soli- 
tary fox that ambled across 
our path, seemed mildly sur- 
prised but not at all alarmed 
by our approach. The way 
leads on for almost a mile, 
wl^ occasional trees, until 
the sense of unreality* Is in- 
creased as it opens into a 
broad, mown space which siu*- 
rounds a square, Gothic totver 
and oratory with three lancet 
windows. Even today, when 
natural growth has had tiim 


to reassert itself and obscure 
the design, this landscape is 
evidently the result of artifice: 
ways have been cleared to cre- 
ate vistas, exotic plantlr^ in- 
trodneed and natural features 
enhanced to make a fahytsde 
approach to what was once 
Fonthill Abbe)'. 

Nelson and Emma were 
here in December 1800. They 
had been shown the alpine 
garden, the American phmtar 
tion, tbe Norw^an lawn and 
the encircling i2-roQt wall to 
exdude nei^bouring gent^ 
keen op hunting. “I consider 
we have no ri^t to murder 
anifnaia for sport”. Said Wil- 
liam Beckford, whose driven 
and eccentric genius made 
this landscape to imitate those 
of Poussin, and finished the 
west front of his stupo^us 
folly, built in haste on a scale 
to rival that of Salisbury Caf 
thedral in the nick of time to 
astound the admiral and his 
lady. 

JOHAf VALLINS 


Michael Bc^danov, film and 

stage director. 60; ProTStuart 
Cheefcley, psychiatrist. 52; 
Dave ClariE. drummer, 56; 
Franlde Dettori, Jockey, 2^ 
Ida Haendei. violinist, 70; 
Simon Hodifo&iison, rugby 
player, 36; Kevin Hngbes, 
Labour MP, 46; Don Joh^n, 
actor, 49; Joe Jordan, football 
manager, 4T, Gen Sir Frank 
Kitson. counter-insui^ency 
expert. 72; Henrietta Enl^t 
racehorse trainer, Hie Rev 
Dr Una KroU, physician, 
writer, feminist, 73; Oscar 
memeyer, architect. 91; Edna 
O’Brten, novelist, 62 Brian 
Roper, vice-diancelk»'. Uni- 
versity of North Lmd^ 49: 
Anstln Savage, hockey inter- 
national 57; Cottunandant 
Anne Spencer, director. 
WRNS. 60; Prof Sir John 
Meurtg Tliomas, FIS, mas- 
ter, Peteihouse, Cambridge, 
66: Prof Manrice WiDdns, 
Nobel prize-winning biophysl- 
cisl ^ Dennis Wise, foot- 
baller, 32. 


IN A REPORT headed. Tribu- 
nal jails Croat for new war 
crime of rape, page 17, Decem- 
ber 11, we said that die defeo- 
dant, Anto Furundzija, was 
jailed for 10 years. Subse- 
quently we said he received 
two sentences, of lo years and 
eight years, to be ser^ con- 
secutively, thus giving the im- 
pres^m that the total length 
his time in prison would be 
18 years. We ^loiild have said 
concurrently not consecu- 
tively. Ihe total length of his 
sentence was 10 years. 

IN OUR Arts Diary, pai^ 10, 
December 12, we referred to 
the Greek philosopher Pliny. 
Pliny the Elder, and his 
nephew. Pliny the Youi^er, 
were Romans not Greeks. 
Neither majored in 
ilfollosophy. 

WE GAVE Anthony Sber 
rather too much to do in 77ie 
Winter'i Tab, In our refer- 
ence to it on page 6, December 
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John Addison 


however. It had reached a 
point where he was obliged to 
resign. Tbe Congressional 
Quarterly marked his depar- 
ture with the comment that 
'Vo House Deimx:rat could 
match Udall's oomblnaticHi of 
affection and respect amoi^ 
colleagues and sprightly wit”. 

He is survived by his wife. 
Norma, and six children. 

HareIdJacIcson 

Morris Udall, politician, bom 
JMuary 15, 192^ died Decem- 
ber 12, 1998 


His' domestic record — and 
it was that which really en- 
sured his re-election for 19 
successive terms ■— centred 
on his remarkable ability to 
attract federal funds to his 
district. Port Installations, 
inter-island bridges, universi- 
ty buildings, and umpteen 
other public focllities all bear 
name. To poUticail tal- 
ent was allied an unremitting 
concern to end all forms of 
discrimination and success In 
securing legislation and 
funds to protect the local 
environinenL 

Fascell’s career came to a 
sad end when tbe boundaries 
oS the 20th district were so 
substantially ntiangad that he 
found hirwwir feeing an dec- 
torate which barely knew 
him. A brash youi^ rival 
challenged for the seat in 1992 
and Fascell decided to retire 
from the fray. He is sur^ved 
by his wife, Jeanne-MOrie, 
who he married in 1941, and 
by two itfthelT three ddldretL 

Harold Jackson 

Dante Fascell, poUtlcian, bom 
March 9, 1917; died November 
28. 1998 


J OHN ADDISON, who 
has died aged 78, was 
one of the most En glish 
of film composers, and 
his Jann^, irraic scores ac- 
companied some of tibe most 
lan gfieh qf ma 

was heard on the sound track 
Of many Boultiiig Brothers 
piehnns and the majority of 
Tony Richardson’s. 

On the first film for which 
Addison did the complete 
score, Saai Dt^.fo Ahon 
(1960), Roy Botdting, the pro- 
ducer, k^ saying. “Now we 
don’t want big Hollywood 
choirs and Hcdlywood- sym- 
phony orchestras;.'’ Most c£ 
ttie Addison scores- that Rd- 
lowed were li^btly ordies- 

tra te d, in. 

stnuDents and combinations 
—.a solo oboe, played Leon 
Goossens, In Desmond 
Davis’s The Girl With Grtm 
Syes (1963), and Hungarian 
, dance melodtes for a trafo. 
chase and a SpaniA Hanno fop- 
a tmmis match in TTte Steen- 
NPerCteit Solution (19'^. 

For Richardson’s Tom 
Jones (1960), for whidi Addi- 
son won an Oscar, he used a 
' saxophone and an out-of-tone 
i harpsichord, with piano 
. music for the sHeart movie se- 
quence. Yet the bawdy and 
! joyttal sowehad 18ih cent ur y 

rnft-n-ngrigme "J tfiinV Tom 

Jones is . one of my btet 
scores,” Addison remarked. 
“Whm 1 wrote it. I didn’t real- 
ise the impact it would have 
;on Hollywood , cemvosers. It 
didn’t bine a big pi^ song or 
a tug theme. R didn’t have a 
tune that you came out hum- 
ming. It was long after the 
evoxt that I discovered that 
file score was considered to 
have broken new ground.” 

Addison admired Debussy 
and Ravel for the ughtnaus 
and riartty of their scoring, as 
w^ as Britten and Stravin- 
sky. “Concert music has in- 
fluteiced' me more than film 
music,” be claimed. 

Despite coming from a non- 
musical family, Addison 
started playing file piano at a 
very eaiiiy age. However, he 
was sent to Wellington mili- 
tary sdboaL where Ms fother, 
a cedon^ had been educated. 
At the age of 16 be was 
allowed to enter the RoyM 
CoD.^ of Music, where he 
studied under Gordon Jacob. 
His musical career was inter- 
rupted by the war. and he vol- 
unteered for the Army in 
1938. After six years wifii the 
23rd Hussars, during vriiidbi 
time he was wounded at 


Cam, he left as a rajoain 
Years later, he relived his ex- 
pecioiees' oi driving a Shei> 
man tank at the bame of Acor 
hem when he wnka the music 
for Richard Attenboibn^^ A 
Bridge nx>FlBr(l9‘^ ' 

. It was Ric^-Boultlng, wiumi 
Addison had met in the 
Army, who gave hnn Us first; 
jobs In the movies. This was 
the dance orehestratlon in 
Brighxon Rock (1947), and ftie 
composition of the school 
song In The.Gitinca Pig (1949). 
Aflm: his eerOy efBectlva score 
for .Bteen Da^ To Noon, he 
wrote the music for Basil 
Dearden’s Pool Cf London 
(1961), Carol Reed’s The Man 
Bebeem (1953> and Alexander 
Ateckenifoick’s The 'htaggte 
(1963). This latter score, domi- 
nated by 'a harmonica^ at- 
tracted the attention of Tony 
Richardson at the newly- 
formed Wngtiab Stage- Com- 
pany at the Royal Couli. 

As the accent was on reaL' 
ism, RjchardsiM would .say to 
AiWienn- 'Vefre Dot going to 



Adfflson . . . new ground 

have any baring violins. in fhia 
score, ore w9?” Fter Jotm Os- 
homtf s The &tia1tdner, Addi- 
son wrote pastiche mnsi&hall 
numbos, one of whicb, Wbf 
Should I Oar&, was so^- ^ 
lAuroice Olivier. 

At this time Addison also 
wrote the music for John 
Cranko’s smart revue CTunks, 
and a . ballet Oxrte Blanche. 
commissioned by Sadler's 
Wells, as well as contributing 
to a number oS flima, among 
XhamRecuhfortheS^O^S). 
tbe stcuy Douglas Bader, 
vidio bapp^ied to be Addi- 
son’s brofiier-in-law. and the 
Boulting Brothers' STtoate's 
i^ioieress (1965) and Lfii^ Jon 
CL9^, the title of which was 
sung in a mock-madrlgal 
style. In the 1960s. the bulk of 
hte film woriE was dcaie for 
Ttmy Richiiitlftnn, including A 


T^8te:Cf Bmdn (1961), incor 
porating childreh’^s' songs, 
vtiiidi be dlscovmad in work- 
hig-clasB Manchester, where 
flte flbn was shot. 

Because -of Addison’s sue- ; 
cess With Tom Jones, he was | 
arised -to do a number of > 
period pieces, one- oS them ^ 

being The Amorous ' Adaenr | 

turesSyMoU Flanders 09SS). : 
But vriien Addison .saw tiie - 
rougheut of tbe film,, he i 
arited his agent how be could : 
gte out of ft. Hie agent sug- i 
gifted he asked fmr too much ' 
mon^. Addison got what be 
asked for — stayed. 

• For his first American film, 
A Fide Madness (1966), star^ 
ring Sean Connery. Addison 
wrote a- li^t, idry score. 
naiwg a harpeicbord and a me- 
chanical saw; However, Jack 
-Warner, bead of the studio, 
wanted ft re-written because, 
acomxling to Addbawi, l*Tie ex- 
pectedto hear alot of noise on 
the trsKdr if he was paying all 
those peegde.” In the same 
year, Addison was called in to 
supply the music for Alfred 
EUdioocts 3 \v7I Curtain. 

a cou^ more films, 
Addison returned to England, 
where he' 'settled wifo his 
wj^ Pamela, and four chil- 
dren in a large Georgian 
bouse on a 26«cre estate near 
Canterbury. Yet, despite his 
less than happy eaqieriences 
' in America, in the mld-l97Ds 
the flunily decided to move to 
Los Angries, afoere there eras 
more work than in the deteri- 
(satiDg British film induery. 

Though Addistm's scores 
rmnalned diBHngiiighP<i , foe 
films were lees so. But be did 
' write file signature tune for 
-the poi^iiar TV series Murefer 
' She Whtte, whlrii uses a piano 
to si^gest the crime-writer 
heroine’s typewriter. Al- 
though he taught music 
theory and orchestration at 
the Royal College of Music, 
and had a sextet for wood- 
wind and a bassoon concern 
tino pefformed in the concert 
ban, tbe latter given its world 
premiere by the HaUe Orches- 
tra earlier this year, John Ad-- 
dl^ never had preten^ons 
to being a '’serious” oom- 
poser. 'TS you find you’re 
good at something, as I was as 
a film composer, it’s stupid to 
do anything else,” he 
eqplain^ 

Ronakl Bat^n 

John Add'ison. composer, bom 
March 16, 1920; died December 
7. 1998 


Letters: Tom Manning and Freddie Young 


DonMacDonaUiwrUes:lTead 
with Interest the obituary 
(December 10) on the Arctic 
explorer and naturalist Tom 
Manning, whose career began 
when he, in 1930 or there- 
abouts. left rifltnhririgB *%) ex- 
plore the coast ofNoTway and 
the Interior of Lapland. This 
Journey, on whirii he was 
Joined by his school-friend 
Reynold Bray, ended with 
Tom in a Russian prison: 
their route — on foot, cross- 
country skis and reindeer 
sle^e — had strayed o^ file 
Soviet border, where both 
young men were axreried by 
viDagm armed wifii pitch- 
folks on suspicion of beii« 


much the same reasons. Best 
to write Sameland rather 

than Tapland , 

Joe McGrath mites: 1 worked 
a lot with Freddie Young, the 
great fighting director, in the 
1960s. Because aS his wtuds, 
“tile short sdiedules suit”, 
your ohUoaiy (Decemba- 8) 
brought to mind a “happen- 
ing” at Shepperton film 
stndios that bears MUng. I 
was riiranting fln<^ tho client. 


Stealing a look through the 
camera at bis product, testily 
observed: “There’s a flare 
there.” Freddie, busy with Ms 
“grifer” said goletly to him. 
Tfs not a flare, ft’s a glinL” 
“What’s the differenoe be- 
tween a flare and a glint?.” 
asked the client In a loud 
voice. “About £6,000 a day," 
tbe three-times Oscar winner 
replied. Freddie’s lighting 
like Freddie, remained 
unchanged. 


12. We said be was appearing 
as both the king and the joker 
in the current R$C produc- 
tion at Stratford-upon-Avon. 
He plays the king, Leontes, 
and that’s eoou^ 

DEAFBLIND UK, the charity 
featured in yesterday’s 
Christmas appeal artide, is a 
winner of the (Snardian Jer- 
wood award. Readers wishing 
to donate to tbe charity 
Should ring 0990 199 616 and 
ask for their donation to be 
divided among the five Jer- 
wood Award winners. 

is thepoUeytJthe Cueodian 
to correct errors as soon .os 
possible. Readers nu^ coataet 
the f^ke of the Readers’ Edi- 
tor by ieleplamtng 0171 239 
9S89 bOioem Horn and Sim. 
Monday to F^ide^. Sutfiue 
mail to Readers' Editor, The 
Giiordfan. 119, Farringdon 
Road, London ECIR 3ER. Fax: 
0171 239 9897. E-mail: 
readien3ieuardian.co.uk 


One aspect of this eqplor^ 
atory Jonzn^ pualed me. 
Why on earth dlihi’t Manning 
buy charts of the coast and a 
road map when he went into 
the “interte" of Lapland? He 
would then have avoided 
straying across file border 
with Russia. wMch has been 
marked very dearly on an 
maps for a very long time — ft 
is also marked very dearly in 
tbe tmTain, but pertiaps foe 
young explorers were not ob- 
serving very dosdy 
One additional rmnark. The 
Same people have much tbe 
same attitude to bring called 
Lapps as the Inult have to 
being called Eskimos, and for 


DeaUi Notices 

H£ICHEA On lan Ottwobtr. Latft of 
Burlev. HMnpMre, oeod 92 ymn. lAMh 
tov^'toOior or HnMonO Oodlrov and 
ipa n dla aiar ol Ban. FemMriy Oaneru Man- 
asar and DirKWr U WUDmm aid Sfyn^ 
Baa PIC. At tiM nquea of ha Saeaend, 
a privala tamllip hmaral • no nemi* plaaia. 
MACQOUQAN. JetM UKia (BRlwr Oww' 
ani Coundl MemlMraBnTJJC. Aewea 
12Si Pa ca Bto 19BB ttrimd Kousa HiS 
mg Home, Bl«tenJ««, miiim KmM. 
Punaral frm 89 Wtafiv Driva A drawn 
Hia Cnmaioflian, Mon Kaynaa. on Mofw 
dar 2M Dwsn^ 8t tSOtin, No Oewan. • 
DonBona to iwaad Hoiaa Mnlno Homo. 
T«i«uwamT4. 

MOOmoUGE. Baq^ dIOd HoeeM^ B 
On Prtneaso Aim Honm, Bhor on 11ltt 
DoctndMr, dead 72. Sbt B romeniBefdd 
londy bv her driUran. Suun, Marv. nuSi 
tnd riartfay, bar snmadilMnn. and 
mair otfiar Manda and nadly. sum ndr* 
hM (ram 16 ywra of daihrering goat In 
Rloiinna aha leeKed Mar LawBand 
Owon, loamad Spertah. and eemnusd to 
dirini, ML read, eniraatond dM biadra. A 
aaremonv of ren wmb i iim wfH ba Mdit 
Sheen uouM Pili tw Seiael, Bm Shaan . 
at nSO an Satuiw i64i Oeaemur. Dooa- 
dent u dm AddlaM^ nahda Hea^S 

VknortBAoe. KBMeann. W. Mdiwm.'BI 
9BL. 

In .Memornun . 

EAVES. Oaon^ SIQMI - ISftzfW. A dear 
imhand, dad and arenM whe-nvaa 09 HI 
ea iMuta and Min wan ua ai tor Chim 
nmi In DhiglaylMI ■■ uauL 

Birthdays 

HARVey’. C— no Rabarti, Hwey BliBi- 
da^LOn^'UMNlMr 7S Wl ttw Magmm, LM 

■To_plMB jieur annomieomare talaphaBa 
0171 713 4907 orfaic 0171 713 4707 hotnan 
asm and 3pm Ugn-PrL 






Specially selected by Monty Don 

TTie pTBSt Aore/ frunipete of AmaryfSs (Hkipesstivnti ere as 
/ubu5t(7 bqpiicaf and exotic as eriyMhg tost wff grow in Ms 
eeunby. They origemeOom South Ahieapnvker^ a blast of 
vaeyun-northem stemour. Monty Don 

A truly BCmting.wrap of 6 red or white Amoqills faach atam 
wtHi “VH fl i w o er hnniliil. m n riid HH ii iii H i ni iiiinil wltTi hnlil 

f o l a o B. ftnplet yat e i tec Miio^ ttiB bo ia q u ait is a are»o>i» - 
ChrMmas - or rimpiy add a boU and hely touch to 
yotw hoane ahaing foe laaiHie eeasoiL 

ProBOBto d in few tieauo p«|wr Mid h a nd B e d wMi a 
haiafous colour c»<w lnaU ngrg)boii, your bouquaftwWi 
a i il ao in a pertset “bmP cen cW len, wHh a i H w ai wi ime i i caad - 
al in a shady preaeirtailbn boob 

£35.00 INC P&P. 24-HOUR UK DEUVERY. 
Ibl: 0181 392 OSSS/FaDC 0181 876 6166 

Smd yowaASorta GisniBI A)ia>fo onto /bATM’fMMfoh OefardftbuM 
MbriMa AMKt Maw GSrdMs aaw 7W4 448 OonUdU of ho wfdp h aa 3aaa4 

nrr anpnTililli'nnhf iifijlififn win l iihlil O f rtflTritWrtwff^ 

BnhPlw uu i u wa</ieumibrdB6 wii y ft B ei a ila w ’S-ydawferiheOBiiwataAdy 
qpon. last ORMrOy iZnooq, frcsewntar ISOS. 
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Power 

firm 

goes 

looking 

for 

growth 
in New 
England 


NatiOiai Grid pylons 
straddle the Sooth Dorwns 
at SoathwlckHUI, near 
Sboreham In Sussex 
PHOTOGRAPH noesi BAMSai 



US bid by National Grid 


Ihny MacaBster 


T he invasion of the 
United States hy 
British energy compa- 
nies took another Irap 
forward yesterday when 
National Grid unveiled a $3^ 
bmion (£1^ himon)bid for 
New England's biggest elec- 
trlcUy utilitjt NEES, and said 
further US talmoveois were 
possible 

Tim iDcrve by the operator of 
the and. Wgisb 

tricity transmission netwodis 
comes days after Scottish 
Power became the first non- 
US company to enter the 
wodd’s biggest eteciricity 
maiket with a STbOUon deal to 
bayPrcifiCorp. • 


National Grid said NEBS 
(New Bnidand Eaectzic 83^ 
tern) was one of the most riO- 
cient transmission and 
distribution companies. It 
would give the DE groiy) a toe- 
hold in the US through New 
"RngiaTirf, a region whirii iiag 
been leading the way in der^- 
iiia tiftn of the elecfaicily sec- 
ton 

National Grid believes it 
can ozt costs at NEES, ^ylng 
it has saved. £220 million a 
jew andjteariyihalved jqbs-tq. 
3^ at Naticmal Grid. 

But the (Sty expressed con-, 
cmm abdut'tbe 25 per ccmtpxe- 
mhun being paid and marked 
down National Grid shares 
to 487.7^ And ratings 
agwcy Moodsr^ Ictve^cns Ser- 


rice said- the company’s se- 
nior debt was under review 
for possiNe downgrade. 

This all-cash deal wOl be fi- 
nanced out (rf* m5tfmg le. 
serves, ft is eaq>ected to be 
finalised 12 months 

with NEES bednning a wholly 
owned subsidiary of Naticuial 
Grid. The move will greatly 
increase the book gearing of 
Naticosal (^rid by up to 400 per 
cent. 

But the manngpinpr^t said 
this figure was iirelevant. 
giv^ that' some parts of Na- 
tional Grid's business ^ such 
as its 74 per cent stake in the 
fiist-grondng Bhiergls telecoms 
campaxQr — were grossly un- 
dervalued in the parcmt comr 
pany% accounts. 


National (Md diief execu- 
tive David Jones said he was 
confident the experiences 
learned in the US ftom dereg- 
nTafifm could lipip trauslbrm 
the value of NEBS. 

£te said up to £600 milUon 
was ready to be qient on ftu> 
fher acquisitions if a compa- 
ny “of tile right opportunity 
flnri size comes into view”. He 
declined to say whether Na- 
tional (^id already bad its eye 
on particular deals. 

Mr Jones dismissed con- 
cerns that National Grid had 
paid too mudi or that it might 
ru n Into regulatory problema. 

NEES is one of the 20 
largest US utilities, and has 
L3 millioa customers in the 
wealthy norlhr^sst states of 


Massachusetts. Rhode Island 
and New Hampshire. 

It also acts as the regional 
grid with 2,675 mBes of trans- 
mission lines and 28.000 miles 
of d^tiibutlon net w ork s oper- 
ated by subsidiaries. 

NEES holds minority 
stakes in six nuclear power 
plants, tiiree ai which have 
been closed down. It has a 
gmaii triecoms arm whirii 
could be devdbped with the 
help of Energis. which Na- 
tlmial <3rid said yesterday 
would be sold off within three 
to five years. 

Uhder the terms cf the 
merger agreement. NEES 
jdmnibolders win receive a 
cash payment of S53.75 fbr 
each NEES share. This means 


CBI calls for rate cut as 
prices fall breaks record 


LanyEBott 
Eeenomfca EiStor 


T he Confederation of 
Briti^ Indnstry last 
night called fbr fiirther 
cuts in Interest rates after the 
latest officii figures showed 
hard-pressed firms cutting 
prices sA the fastest rate- on 
record in an tfEbrt to drum up 
newbusineas. . 

Data ftom the Office fer Na- 
tional Statistics showed tiiat 
deOationaxy pressures are in- 
tensifiing in manofectiiring 
de^iile the recent easing of 
monetary poQcy by the Bank 
of England. 

Factory .gate prices exclud-' 
ing food, tt^aceo and 
petroleum — Which are dis- 
torted by Budget tax <feange$ 
~ feD Iff 0.5 per cent in the 
year to Novochbei; tiie heftiest 
rate of dedine since records 
began in 19S8. 

The core measure of output 
price toflatinp has now been 
fantwg ibr three months, re- 
flecting the squeeze on indus- 
try’s profit margins from the 
downturn Indemand. 

Eate Barken the CBTs chief 
economist, auto- “These fig- 
ures illustrate ' tile need fbr 
fiirther cuts in interest rates 
infheNewYear”;- 


Flactniy gate prices are seen 
as an eariy sign ct inflation- 
aiy pressure in file economic 
jrfpftiinft ' and CJity analysts 
sa id yesterday's figures rindif 
cated last week’s declsicm by 
the Bank’s monetary policy 

wimmiitae tO Cnt the COSt tf 
borrowing -by 0.5 percen t ag e 
points. fbr the R etail 

Prices Index win ,be released 
labertoday 

According to the ONS, the 
price of all goods learing fec^ 
tory gates rose by 0.1 per cent 
in November; while the azuiu- 
ei rate of dedine in prices re^ 





mained undiax^ed at 0.2 per 
cmL 

ia«r»Tnrifng fbod, drink, to- 
bacco and petroleum prod- 
ucts, prices ten by 0.1 per cent 
last month, the Sfih consecu- 
tive manth in ritich they have 
eitber dropped w remained 
unchanged. 

Rob Hayward, economist at 
the Bank of America said of 
the data: “It does surest that 
»lita liwtr of iTiflfltt nnary pr^ 
sure win be feeding throng 
to other sectors of fbe' econo- 
my most notehly the retail 
seetoc’' 

While prices have been 
falling across the board in 
mannfectiuing; the sharpest 
fan* have been in office ma- 
diinery and computers, 
which are down 21.3 per cent 
onayearago. 

bidustry is getting some 
Tiaip from the sharp decline in 
file cost of fiiei and raw mate- 
ri^ which were 8.9 per cent 
lower in November than in 
the same month last yean 

However; the recent fau in 
the value of the' pound has 
started to' have an impact on 
the o£ imported goods, 
and prices have risen by (L4 
per cent Jn November alone. 
This is fire first increase since 
May 


Tarmac merger fails amici 
growing industry fears 


IbnyMaeanater 


M erger talks be- 
twemi Tarmac and 
Aisregate Bidnstcies 
to create the eoantty’S 
largest bgfldlng-ing teri^ 
and quarry company were 
aallarf off laW- ni gllt amid 
i- offrtmiwawwiiQ ga industry 
ea^erts predicted that the 
sector is headliig fbr a 
toagdi new year; 

The development’ is a 
Uow fbr Tarmac whose 
chief execofive. Sir Neville 
Mwrmg, been under 

press ur e firom investors 
angry at the company’s dl^ 
mal share price- perior- 
mance. 

The news of the break- 
down came in a terse state- 
ment firom Aggregate 
'Industries which was re- 
leased afttt the stock ma^ 
ket had closed. It said it had 


*aiks bn what would 
have been a £1.9 hUBon 
g yiyi adding that the b oard 
*igiii eontmue to pursne op- 
portnnlties" to rationalise 
where vdne could be creat- 
ed fbrits shardioldeis. 

But Tarmac’s bhalrman. 
Sir John Banham,. later 
blamed Aggregate 

Industries fin: uiaking un- 
reascmable demands in the 
♦■nra which- started in 
October and which 
prmBisei to bring consoli- 
dation to an already hard- 
pressed bnlldiDg materials 
indnstry 

• Sir Jedm said: “At the 
eleventh hour the board of 
Aggregate Indnstcies 
soi^ft to change key terms 
in the proposal '^ilch they 
had already agreed. Tte 
^.iiitnges would have e£fe^ 
tt roiiy resuUed.in a nil mre- 
mlnm takeover' of Tarmac 


by ' A^regate Industries 
we could not be satis- 
fied that the potential syn- 
ergies would have been re- 
alised.”. 

Tarmac Insidets made 
dear last night that the 
company would immediate- 
ly janndi an initlafive to 
fjitA partners who would be 
willi^ to look at a tie-up^ 
Among - the companies 
linked in the past with 
Tarmac is an Irish building 
materials groQp, GBH. > 

The Nattonal Council of 
Bnlldta^ Miaterials 

Producers said yesterday 
fiiat the oohsiruetton in^ 
dnstiyfaoeda AfiBcnlt cou- 
ple of - years as slower 
British economic growth 
held back private sector 
\pork. Indnsfrial work 
would be fau by mannfac- 
tozlng' recession and re- 
duced inwa rd inv estment 


Rover stalls over 
deliveiy date for 
flagship 75 model 



Customers may have to wait longer for Rover’s new 75 


Terry M a c a Ga rt e r 


R over plans to put its 
new 7S model car on sale 
in March but admitted 
last night that it could not be 
sure when customers would 
recrive their vehicles. New de- 
liveries could be as late as 
July due to quality-control 
sues, warned the company 
Vtitiefa is hoadtog fer a £600 

rnTTHnn Iftycfhic yoar 

With the indnstry feeing 
as much as a 4 per cent 
slump in sales in 1999 and 
campetition more intense 
thflw even the difElcultles at 
file Cowley plant in Oxford 
where £650 millioa is being 
Invested in the Rover 75. are 
3 blow for the car manufec- 
tnrer owned by BMW of <3er- 
many 

But Rover said its InabPity 
to pioride a definite delivexy 
date tor its new model high- 
the CTMTiting chpAa 
befngundertaken. 

“tee .will on^ deliver ears 
when -we are UO per cent sure 
about the quality” said the 


More tiiwri 74j)00 inquiries 
hswe been by potential 
customers and they win be 
aUe to buy the cars forma^ 
in Match after an Affiftiai 
launch, said Rovei; But the 
spokesman adde± “Deliveries 
eoidd be in April w May They 
could be in July It depends on 
Just- how quickly we get 
throng the quality test 


The 75 is to be Roverh top- 
tf-fhe-range flagship ear 
which win cost around £19 JMO 


and effectively replace both 
the 600 and the 800 series. It 
was launched nmiri much 
puguLtiiahMM at Birming- 
ham Motor Show in Octobec 
The car, zetro-5t;ricd to echo 
the femous 2 of the 
1960s, is meent to cludlei^ 
vehicles suCh as tiie BMW 5 
series. 

The car is being built at a 
new £300 minion facility at 
Covdey and at peak produc- 
tion more dian 120J)00 vehi- 
des will be produced. Some 40 
per cteit of sales are esfoected 
to be from the domestic mar- 
ket 

Meanwhile Lon^uldge is 
being prepared to the laundi 
Qi a new BAini and two medi- 


‘Wewill only 
deliver cars when 
we are 110 per 
cent sure about 
the quality’ 


nm-Bized cars below the Rover 
TStange. 

week Rover workers 
backed a package of Job losses 
and pay cuts to save Rover’s 
Longbrldge plant in return for 
a £2billloa investment by 
BMW While mi inn leaders 
were balling the agressnent as 
a vote ct confidence In the 
company manage- 
ment was already warning 
that further costs savings win 
have to be made: 


that NEES chief executive 
Rick Seigel is in line for close 
on $1 milllcu when he sens his 
17J)00 shares. 

• The news came as the 
Government cleared Scottish 
Bydro-Electric's pn^iosed 
merg^ with Southmi 
Electric. The two companies 
agreed an all-share de^ last 
September to create a group 
worth £5 biUion caUed Scottish 
and Southern Energy It serves 
3A mOlion customers. 

Howevei; Electricite de 
Prance's acquisiticai of Lon- 
don Electricity met with less 
success with the regulators as 
the European (Commission 
said it was seeking the views 
of rivals and other interested 
parties over the deaL 


Banks the 
'worst 
offenders 
for late 
paying’ 


Ue Stuart 


H igh street banks, which 
promote themselves as the 
riiamplons of enterprise, are 
strangling small business by 
paying their suppliers’ bills 
late, it was daimed yesterday 
T^ large banks, most oC 
which have dedicated small 
business units, emerged as 
the worst offenders in a sur- 
vey on bill payment, taking an 
average of 82 days to settle lia- 
bilities— against the average 
all businesses of 58 days — 
and 16 days longer than six 
months ago when the study of 
212,000 companies was last 
conducted. 

rjiet night the British 
Bankers' Association hit 
bade, Maiming that the data 
was flawed. A spokreman said 
thAt high street b anks were at 

the vanguard of payment 
practice reform and that they 
would want to support rather 
than scuppet their small busi- 
ness customers. “The banks 
have to record payment 
records in tbeir audited re- 
port and accounts. Looking at 
we would put the aver- 
age paymmit time at between 
IS and 28 days.” he said. 

A spokesman for Experian, 
the information technology 
company which produced the 
rep^ insisted that the dam 
was compiled from the suppli- 
ers’ sales lexers. 1.ate pay- 
ment is having a devastating 
effect on smaller companies 
which are rAiung at a faster 
rate than at any time In the 
last thrte years. 

It is no coincidence that 
company inures are on the 
increase again and that one of 
the major causes is poor cash 
flow because of the late pay- 
mdrt of invoices. As they 
allow their customers a credit 
period of 37 days on average, 
this means that th^ are in ef- 
fect using suppliers as unofiQ- 
elal bankers to ttmd over a 
moofii’s free credit" he said. 

Aeeordii^ to the Federa- 
tion of Small Businesses. 
18 per cent of feilures last 
year iirere caused by late pay- 
ments and at any time £17 bii- 
Um is owed by large 
companies to smaller suppli- 
ers. 


Notebook 


Shell faces hazards 
on alternative route 



Alex Brummer 


M ost of the oU nuuors 
have thus far chosen to 
deal with tbe low oil 
price by forging mergers in 
the heve cf taking out costs 
and reducing competition. 
Shell has chosen an altema- 
th-e route. It is restructuring 
itself without a merger and 
the group’s chairman John 
Moody-Stuart deserves credit 
for taking this route. 

The sc^e of the lestnictur- 
ing, notably tbe S4.5biUion 
t£2.7biIUoni special charges 
on written down assets, moj' 
come as a shock. But it is rea- 
sonable for Shell to put its bal- 
ance sheet in order at the 
same times as it is jettisoning 
a bureaucratic headquarters 
structure. Tbe 4.000 job losses 
announced will be just the 
start as the company comes 
to grips with taking out 
$26 bilUon of costs a year. 

The other area marked for 
rationalisation is ritemicals. 
Here. Shell is pn^iosing to di- 
vest itself of 40 per cent of the 
business, concentrating on 
tbe core activities oi major 
cracker products, petrochemi- 
cals and polymers. 

Tbe question which may be 
rating on stakeholders’ 
minds, however, is why the 
company waited until oil hit 
$10 a baurel. before seeking a 
radical restructuring. With 
the level expertise and 
ATtaiy ^iK -within tbe organisa- 
tion, the possibility of a dra- 
matic fen in the market price 
of oil should not have come as 
such a surprise. 


! buying intu .v biLsincis very 
I like its own: a distrlbutliui 
sj-stem over a relaiA-ely small 
I land mass area. Moreaver, un- 
i like Scottish Power, there ore 
I no extravagant claims vis-a- 
j \is the management of the 
American business. Tbe Na- 
tional Grid regards the NF.F.S 
I Incumbent team a.s sntisfaitiv 
ry: tbe lesson.s (^British com- 
panies In the United Stalp.H Is 
that those which rely on local 
management tend to do better. 

Moreover, this is a purriuLse 
which is relatively less com- 
idieaied. The Grid dom haw 
core skills In running un eU‘c- 
triciti’ distribution svstem 
and NEES does not extend 
National Grid's reacli beyond 
those skills. 

Moreowr, In that the New 
England system is only at the 
start of deregulatinn. tliere 
axiy weD be all manner ot effl- 
; ciencies which it can bring to 
bear. The emirunmcntal and 
political outlok nn the &LSt 
Coast is likeb’ to bi* more 
friendly to the National Grid 
than tbe more independently 
minded Western status. 

As for the opportunities, 
they ma)‘ not Just be in pnwTr 
lin^. The National Grid's un- 
sung success has been its skill 
in using its power dLstribu- 
tion as a backbone for the En- 
ergis telecoms netwoilL If the 
Grid (xui survive the slings 
and arrows of the regulatory 
process and the scrutiny of 
shareholders, then there inn>' 
yet be some unexpected value. 


Grid gains 


N ow the herd is thunder- 
ing in the opposite direc- 
tion. After the 
contentious Scottish Power 
bid for PacifiCorp. the Naticm- 
al Grid has set its si^ts on 
the New England electricity 
distributor 2<IEES .With all 
this going on, can PowerGen, 
which has expressed an inter- 
est in the deregulated US mar- 
ket. beferbehLid? 

Once again a bid —the Grid 
(tffer for NEES — has been her- 
alded by some as rather unfor- 
tunate leaking of prisTleged 
information. The Stock Ex- 
change has been successful in 
preventing the leakage of in- 
formation from analysts' 
briefings, but still has a seri- 
ous problem on its hands with 
bid information. .(Umost all 
the recent major deals, includ- 
ing the Scottish Potrer offer 
for PacifKforp. have been pre- 
ceded by sharp movements in 
sh^ prices. 

It would. how‘e\’er, be un- 
fair to Judge the Natitmal Grid 
offer to NEES as harshly as 
Scottish Power's venture. 
There are a number of impor- 
tant differences. Tbe Grid is 


Goldman swings 


T his has been an extrao^ 
dinary year to invest- 
ment bankers Goldman 
Sachs. Tbe on-(^ $30 billion 
flotation made it the centre of 
attention for most of tbe sum- 
mer until the global financial 
crisis, the problems at Long- 
Term c;£q>ltal Man^ment 
and tbe slump In investment 
bonking shares on Wall Street 
put paid to that ambition. 

Some o[ titis is reflected in 
the company's final guartei; 
when profits plummeted to 
$107 million. The main fbetors 
in the fl"At quarter results 
were the turmoil on financial 
markets which affected credit 
and arbitrage activities, al- 
though corporate finance held 
up wen. There is staae satis- 
faction being drawn at Gold- 
mans that, despite tbe 
problems in the maikets. the 
company was in the blade In 
the final quarier (the broad 
equivalent of tbe third quar- 
ter in other bii’estment 
banks.) 

Despite this. (3oldmans still 
managed to earn $2,921 billion 
over the whole of 1998, down 
on the $3 billion in 1997, but 
still the second best outemne 
in the firm's bistorj’. Given 
this level of profitability even 
in a >‘ear when many others 
have struggled, it is puzzling 
wby the Goldman partners 
should have even considered 
the possibility of having 
shareholders looking over 
their shoulders. 

As matters stand, profits 
can swing with the markets 
and the partners are responsi- 
ble to no one but themsetees. 


A Euro flap greets 
the euro-stork 


Stephen Bates In Bnisseto 


N O JOEES about infla- 
tion please. The eoro 
may be Just over a 
fortnight away from being 
launched, but yesterday In 
Brussels tbe European 
Commission was able to an- 
DOonce that it will also be 
airborne -and has already 
been cleared fbr take-t^. 

Just under 3.000 bine bal- 
loons lllnminated ^th the 
golden-crossed "e” symbol 
of tbe euro will be 
launched firom a meeting of 
the ED’S 15 finance minis- 
ters at about 1.30 pm 
European Central Time on 
December 3i, 

‘l^t is the maxtomm 
nmnher allowed before 
Brussels air traffic control 
at tbe nearby Zaventem In- 
ternational airport has to 
be alerted abont the risk of 
low-flying hazards — 
lAWTu-tiiTtg the sln^e cur- 
rency with pilots weaving 
jumbo jets through a haze 
heavy with symbolic *‘e”s 


does not bear thinking 
about. 

The commission's ur- 
bane and normally unflap- 
pable spokesman on the 
euro, a British former 
Treasury official named 
Patrick Child, appeared 

taicgo by surprise at Inter- 
est in tbe b^oons rather 
than the money yesterday. 

Was it a symbol that the 
currency would blow away, 
asked one Enrosceptic 
British Joumallst? 

Another correspondent 
discovered a sadden 
Interest In ornithology to 
ask whether the ballMBS 
would choke local Mrds or 
form a danger to passing 
citizens in the self-styled 
capital of Europe. 

Was the Environment 
Commissioner Rltt ffierre- 
gaard finm Denmark aware 
what was being planned? 

*I will have to chedc 
about the birds. I am not 
aware that Madame 
Ejerregaard has been con- 
sulted,” said a flustered Mr 
Child. 


TouiasTwaTBS—naiiK SELLS 


Austiata 

AusDla 

Barium 

Canada 

cypM 

Denmarfc 

faUand 

Ranoa 


Garmany 

Mdaysla 

Shgopom 

Greeoa 

MbBb 

SoudiAfrta 

Ho^Kono 

Naihartands 

Spafei 

IndlB 
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avadm 

Mnd 

NonMy 

SHSzBdand 

torad 

Ponugal 

Turiwy 
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Saudi AfdiB 

USA 
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Oil major to cut jobs and sell refineries in worldwide restructuring offensive 0^31 |0|f S 

Shell blueprint for 200 1 face Net 

invasion 




atna 


DanAtkfnson 


NERGY company'' 
Shell, reeling ^tn 
the sliding oil price 
and criticisms of its 
management bu- 
reaucFSCK yesterday- unveiled 
plans to sla^ more jobs, write 
off billions of dollars of as* 
sets and put chemical busi- 
nesses and refineries up for 
sala 

The blueprint for reshaping 
Shell for the 21st century was 
genersdly welcomed, although 
pessimists suggested the day 
of the huge Integrated oil 
combine may be drawing to a 
close, whatever Shell does. 

The group pledged Itself to 


tear out SS.5 billion in costs in 
both 1999 and 2000, but no fig- 
ure has been ghren fisr the 
number of jobs likely to be 
axed. Already Shell Is to cut 
4,000 from its worldwide work- 
force of 105,000, with another 
900 going at associated compa- 
nies and 6,500 people being 
transferred out as businesses 
are sold. 

The shake-up came on the 
heels of further disarray 
within the Oi^anlsation of 
Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries. the cartel that tries to 
prop up oil prices. At a meet- 
ing oi Persian Gulf oil ex- 
porters in Cairo on Saturday 
Libya proposed an emergency 
freeze on all Opec exports. 


The su^estion was slapped 
down, although Saudi Arabia, 
Venezuela and non-Opec 

' member Mexico are to hold a 

three-way summit in Madrid 
within the next few days to 
discuss ways of stemming the 
world oil glut 

Shell forecast an at«rage 
$l4-a-barTel price fbr Brent 
crude, the benchmaik North 
Sea price, during the next fh« 
years, adding that the immedi- 
ate outlook was for prices 
nearer SIO. 

Even at these levels, said 
chairman Maik Moody-Stu- 
art, Sh^ would remain “Q- 
nancially robust". 

The Angto-Dutch gr<»p 
pledged further streamlining 


of its management structure, 
away from traditional com- 
mittee-based decisionmaking 
towards a system bas^ on 

Ameriean-style chief exeeu- 
thi'es. 

In a twcvand-a-half hour 
presentation to the City: Shell 
bosses were said to be contrite 
about their mistakes. Mr 
Moody-Smart said: "1 am ab- 
solutely clear that our group's 
reputation with investors is 
on the line." 

He added that the changes 
marked just the first step in a 
“radical restructuring" dt 
SbeU. 

But one analyst suggest«l 
Shell and other oil combines 
ought to be looking at de- 


strucfuriiis. arguing that it no I 
looser made aen&c for I 
drilling, refining, transport- 1 
ing and retailing of oil prod- 
ucts m be under oncrcHfl { 
Shell did sny nothing was 
sacied in the drive to improve 
performance, but a brc^>up 
isnot in the offing. 

.^sset write-offs toiaQlng 
^.5 billion afler tax will in- 
51.8 to SS billion in 
write-offs of explorabon and 
production properties. 10.3 to 
S0.74 billion written off the 
vaiue of L'S gas and power in- 
terest Tejas, acquired last 
yean and a write^lowii of Sl.l 
to S1.3 billion on its 
interests. 

Sbeil is 10 sell 40 per cent of 


its ehemie.'Ui; businesses, in- 
cluding a number of British 
chemicals plants, as prices few 
chemicals fall around the 
world. 

A spokeswoman confirmed: 
"llierc will be some rationali- 
sation in the UK and some se- 
lective divestments but we 
hope st^ wilt transfer with 
tb^ businesses." She added: 
"We arc not looking at mas- 
sh*? redundancies." 

There is some doubt as to 
whether Shell will find eager 
buyers fbr those chemicals 
businesses and refineries it is 
keen to in the current cli- 
mate. said one analyst, there 
are many sellers oi such as- 
sets and tew buyers. 


Barbie needs hi-tech business 
partner, says toy group Mattel 


<8ait)ie 


Mark IWui in New York 


T he woiid’s Largest 
toy maker yesterday 
moved Into the world 
of hi-tech games 
with a $3.8 billion (£2.2 mil- 
lion) bid for the Learning 
Company. 

MatteL most famous for 
its Barbie doll, will become 
the owner of the second- 
largest consumer software 
group in the wozid if the 
deal Is approved by share- 
holders. 

Popular for games such 
as Riven and Miyst. the 
Tipn r"*wg Company has 
$850 mUUon in projected 
revennes fbr 1998. •mairiiig 
it second only to Microsoft 
In consumer software. Its 
brands include Reader 
Rabbit and the Or^on 
TralL 

Althon^ Barbie contin- 


ues to be a cash cow for 
Mattel, the Californian toy 
company does not want to 
be left out of the interac- 
tive toy maztet as children 
move much more quickly 
from dolls and action fig- 
ures to electronics. 

"We have begun the 
process of transforming 
Mattel ftom a toy company 
to a global children’s prod- 
ucts company" said Jill 
Barad. Mattel’s chatn ngw 
and chief executive ofiScer. 
"As a result of this merger 
we will achieve our goal of 
building a $1 billion inter- 
active software business." 

Mattel already has seen 
some success with its 
interactive Winnxe-tbe- 
Pooh as part of its attempts 
at diversification.. 

Earlier this yean Mattel 
bought the Pleasant 
Company maker of the 


popular line of American 
Girl dolls, books and 
clothes sold through direct 
matt rather traditional re- 
tailers like Toys R Us. 

"The combination of 
American Girl, the 
Learning Company and our 
collector bumnesses will 
give os more than $600 mil- 
lion in direct-to-consumer 
sales, igsMntng our depen- 
dence on traditional retail- 
ers," Ms Barad said. 

On a less festive note, 
MatteL disclosed that it will 
see a $500 Twtiuow drop in 
revenue in 1998 because of 
a change in buying prac- 
tices from xnany of its re- 
tail customers. 

Many merdiants are let- 
ting inventory levels run 
down zather than reorder- 
ing merchandise to plug 
g«vs In keeping with the 
practice of ."just in time" 


I Inventory managezaent. 
! Mattel expects a 33 per cent 
: drop in profits compared 
with previous estimates. 

"These developments 
were counter to all histori- 
cal trends and could not 
have been foreseen. Our 
sales were on plan through 
mid-November and we bad 
a strong Thanksgiving at 
ret^" said Ms Barad. 
*Ttais , situation Is very 
painftii end disappointing 
for os." 

This year hu been a 
tou^ year for MatieL, one 
of corporate America’s 
biggest sDoces s stories in 
the past decade, with a 
share price that has jumped 
fbaz'-lbld since 1994. 
Mattel’s growth has also 
made a celebrity of Ms 
Barad. one of the top 
women executives in 
America. 



Eyeing espanskm . . . Bavirie 
'Doll manufacturer Mattel 
annta to add tha softarara 
name producto of the 
Learning Company to 
become a global chltdran^ 
products company 
MAIN mOTOGRAPH. DM/D SOiJTOE 



De Beers relies on US yen for gems 


DanAttcInson 


P LUNGING Far Elastem 
Jewellery demand has 
wiped neariy a third off 
worid gemstone sal^s. the De 
Beers group said yesterday 
Turmoil in Japan and South- 
east Asia has shrunk the glob- 
al maiket by about 15 per cent 
since 1996. 

Now all eyes are on the 
United States, whose booming 
economy is staggering under 
record levels of debt An 
American crash would leave 

the industiy in dis- 

array and ^move the last 

buoyant jewellery market 
De Beers was reporting 1998 
by its Central Selling Or- 
ganisation (CSO), the cartel in 
Hattcm Garden. London, that 
maricets neariy 80 per cent of 


' the wodd's diamonds, inclnd- 
, ing those extracted in De ' 
Beers's mineiL Total sales of i 
rough diamonds throi^ the 
CSO dived 28 per cent &om 
1997 to $3.4 billion in 1998. 

Howevet; the De Beers dia- 
mond stoc^ile — the huffier 
stock maintained by De Beers 
to keep diamonds off the mar- 
ket in bad times and sell them 
when conditions Improve — is 
thought to have ballooned to 
about $5bniion-worth of 
stones, against $4.7 billion- 
worth at the end of June. 

But even ihe stodepile and 
the telling sales do not tell the 
hill story of sliding diamond 
demand, because mines are 
keepingstonesoff themarioet 
At the heart of the crisis is 
the meltdown in the Far East: 
in 1996, Jsyian and South-east 


Asia accounted Ibr about 
40 per cent of aH jewellery 
sal^ with the US taking an- 
other 40 per cent and Europe 
and the rest of the wo^ 
20 per cent Now. the US takes 
about 45 per cent Europe and 
the rest of the wodd 20 per 
cent azid the Far East 20 per 
cent leaving a is per cent hole 
in demand. 

Roger Chaplin, analyst at 
London broker T. Hoare. said 
any slowdown in the US would 
pose severe problems for De 
Beers. De Beers bad massaged 
down expectations ibr the sec- 
ond half of 1998 (hxtt CSO 
sales totalling $1.9 billion to 
something closer to the $1,645 
billion announced yesterday. 

For De Beers shareh<^ers, 
a dividend cut now looms for 
the first time since 1992. Then, 


the CSO's problems were on 
the supply side, with Angolan 
and Russian diamonds shit- 
ting the market Today it is de- 
mand squeezing the industry 

The company sahL "Good 
levels of retail sales of dia- 
mond jewellery in the United 
States and to a lesser extent in 
Europe have been insuSScieot 
to compensate for lower sales 
in Japan and East Asia." It 
added that sales of diamond 
jeweUezy in the heU up 
well and eariy indicatioiK sug- 
gested strong demand In the 
Christmas sates period. 

But retaQ demand in Japan, 
the second largest maiket 
was some 20 percent below 
1997 in dollar terms, while pol- 
ished stone Imports Into Hong 
Kong were down around 
40 percent. 


No cash for bus 
lane, says BAA 


■ 
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Keith Harper 

Transport Editor 

T he Government’s hopes 
of attracting private en- 
terprise to help fund a 
dedicated bus lane on tbe'M2S 
between Heathrow and 
Gatwidc airports were dashed 
yesterday 1^ BAA, the air- 
ports operatoc 
The EAA said it did not 
have the capital to pat into the 
£100 million scheme. It bad 
been devised to relieve con- 
gestion on the M2S rather 
than to prtTvide easier access 
for passengers travelling be- 
tween the two airports. 

The BAA said rail access to 
Gatwick from central London 
was excellent and the journ^ 
would eventuaDy be reduced 
to less than 80 minutes. 

The company has been in 
talks with Rafitrack for the 
past two yeara to buy Gatwick 
railway station, which is in 
need of renovation, but the 
taika have collapsed because 
RaUtrack realises the com- 
mercial potential from rede- 
veloping the station. 

BAA also stressed h had no 
plan to bid for the new fran- 
chise for the Gatwick Express, 
held by National Express. 
BA.i\ has already entered the 
train operating market. It op- 
erates and paid ibr the devel- 
opment of the £450 million 
Heathrow Express between 
Paddington and the centre of 


the airpt^ and is interested 
in extending Its empire in th is 
field. 

BAA’S revelations make It 
unlikely that the widening of 
the M2S will take place for sev- 
eral years. It U to the Govern- 
ment’s road plans, but is not 
scheduled for at least three 
years. 

The Government would not 
I be prepared to proceed with a 
: bus lane without carrying out 
further improvements to the 
M25. The lane is scheduled to 
run along the busy 25-mite 
str^ch of the motorway be- 
tween junctions 12 and IS. 

The BAA has so far spent 
£1 minion on a special bus 
lane on the M4 spur approach 
I to Heathrow: The Highways 
Agency is examining plans to 
build a bus lane on the east- 
bound M4 from Heathiw to- 
wards central London. 

Traffic at BAA's seven air- 
ports increased by 7.1 per omt 
in November last year, includ- 
ing exceptional gains 
34.2 per cent at Stansted. 
Britain's testest growing afr- 
port. 

The company said that UR 
passengers in November to- 
talled 8.1 million, with the 
portant European scheduled 
Diaritet increasing by 7.4 per 
cent 

Heathrow recorded a 
growth of 3.4 per cent, white 
Gatwick and Edinburg's traf- 
fic rose by 10.1 per cent. 




Chile Barri«( Media 
BuMfiass CoraMpondant 



U NLESS British rotell- 
ers set up strong, 
well-promoted web 
sites and c-cmnmerce 
operations within the next 12 
months, they will be 
"awamped" by US corpora- 
tions planning on-line (vera- 
tlons to seU products arbun^ 
the world. The warning, fixan 
the chief strategist of one of 
the testest grtm-ing tnternot 
businesses in the United 
States, wUt heighten Gears 
that British firms are telling 
behind their American couti- 
terparts in developing ^eo- 
tnmic commerce. 

Joe Flrmage. founder of US 
Wbb. said British businesses 
were "a^thetie" about Che 
threats and f^portunitles of 
the Internet. American busi- 
ness already carries out elec- 
tronically "at least 20 times 
more business" by volume 
than its British counterparts, 
he said. 

By leveraging their on-line 
experience in their home mar- 
kets. US corporations are 
plazming assaults on overseas 
markets much as 
Araa20n.com is already doing 
in book retailing. 

British retailers stood to 
lose so murii business that it I 
could undermine the stability 
of trade rdatioos between the ; 
two nations, Mr Flrmage fore- 
cast. 

A former Novell executive, , 
Mr Firmage founded US Web : 
in 1995. The corporatlim now I 
daims to be the largest Inter- 
net consultancy In the wxidrld. | 
employing more than 2,000 
pe<^e in five countries. It 
daims more thw half the 
American Fbrtiue lOD compa- 
nies as clients, .and has spent 
$700 million (£420 mUlion) on 
acquisitions in the past two 
years. 

The Infiux by American 
corporations into the British 
retail oui^et wuukl be so in- 
vasive that it would make the 
current downturn in retail 


sales seem snmU beer. He said 
that ''huge" retail businesses 
operating purely tui-linc wore 
being ennstructed in the US. 
yctBriiuin had yet to win any 
meaningful share of this test- 
growing market. 

"Same 95 per cent of mater 
US corporations an> making 
offbns to build intranets, .'md 
I nearly all have cxienstee web 
I sites. It Is Important to recog- 
: nise that the Internet will be 
I ns importmt to buxlness ns 
the telephone," he suid. 

Estimating the United 
Stotes to bold 7S per cent of 
the world’s Internet traa-ioc- 
tkms. Mr Flrmage forecast 
that business conducted on-' 
line around the world would 
riss three fold next year Drum 
this year's estimate of $ti.5 bil- 
lion. Mr Fbrmage reCUsed to 
say which British ret.tilers 
were espcNtially slow to re- 
sp(^ to the threat of on-line 
businesses b:tscd in the US. 

' but ho made it clear that com- 
panies selling boolu, record.-^ 
and videos were prime tar- 
gets. 

M.'uk FowU-, managing di- 
rector of US Web's British op- 
eration, the on-line book 
retailer Aniazoarom ptcscnt- 
ed a grave threat to the (ulure 
of more comi'cntionAl retail- 
ers such as WH Smith, despite 
the Diet that the British com- 
pany has nn on-line book scU- 
ing business. "ChrL-dmik: in 
the US is Christmn.s on itne." 
MrFbwtesaid. He is issuing a 
’Wake-up" call to British re- 
tailers who will fact* firm* 


competition from the US bj- 
Christmas 1999. 


Mr Firmage's prcdictMns 

K 

brought a sharp rebuttal from 

Ross Beadle, marketing dlftc- 

: : 

tor of the Internet Bonk.'ibcip. 

- • .■■Ti i 

which was bought by Wl{ 

■ ■ : 'm 

Smith to form the cure uf the 

high street retailer’s on-line 


operation, howewr. 

••i »»« 

He said the big brands built 

t««K. is 

on the Internet were so far 



Web-only brands on both sides 
of the Atlantic. His bookshop 
has increased sales four-fokl 
in ttie past year. 
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Vaiix profit hit 
as it c^ls time 




RogwCom 


N ORTH-east brewer and 
hotelier Vhux yesterday 
prepazed for its immi- 
nent departure from the beer 
industry with a £25 million 
writeoff that slashed profits 
by more than half last year to 
ElJmiDion. 

The charge teOects the esti- 
mated reduction in value of 
the properties to be sold, com- 
part to tbeir value in the bal- 
ance sheet lost year. 

Martin Grant, chief execu* 
Uve, said he was close to com- 
pleting negotiations to sell the 
two breweries, in Sunderland 
and Sheffield, and a 350-strong 
chain of tenanted pubs. 'The 
deal should be finalised in 
January after which the com- 
pany will change its name to 
the Swallow Group, reflecting 
its concentration on the Swal- 
low Hotel chain. 

Mr Grant said escapli^ 
from brewing would ben^ 
the continuixtg pub and hotel 
chains because they would be 
able to buy beer more ch^ly 
on the open maiket, while 
some of the cash generated 
from the sale would be invest- 
ed and the rest would help re- 
duce debts. 


The 36 Swallow Hotels n*- 
ported a strong trading year. 
Profits rose by more than 1 i 
per cent on a compurabie 
basis, with higher occupancy 
levels and a 12 per 1*0111 in- 
crease in room rates. 

Total beer soles edged up. 
helped by the new briinds, 
Lambton's and Samson. But 
sales in tenanted pubs contin- 
ued to tell. 

Brewing profits fell by 12 
percent while profits from the 
managed houses edged ahead 
of last year. 

Mr Grant reported gloomi- 
er news on current sales, how- 
ever, describing trade as 
"vDlatile and difficult to pie- 
dict". Takings in managed 
pubs are 8 per cent below this 
time lost year and hold occu- 
pancy rates have also slipped. 

Vaux said there was "an 
overall softening in demand* 
but reported forward hotel 
bookings still ahead tri* last 
year. 

— Mr Grant described the 
trading environment as "cbal- , 
lenglng" but said there were - 
several ways in which the fi- 
nancial performance of the 
hotel chain and the managed , 
pubs could be improved even 
in tough times. 
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News in brief 


Goldman hit by 
financial turmoil 




^*>*1 u 


TURMOIL in the financial markets in the last quarter of the 
year inflicted pain on Goldman Sachs, the US investment bank 
which yesten^' reported pre-tax pn^ts irf just $107 million 
(£97 mUlion) fbr the period, one of its worse quarters ever. 

However, Goldman's results for the whole of 1998 were its 
^cond best on report thanks to buoyant flnanckil nuikets ear- 
lier In the yean In the financial year to Novembex, Goldman 
made profits of $2,921 billion, down from the $3.01 billion 
record in 1997. 

The results ore the culmination of a year in which Goid- 
raan’s reputatim was battered Iqr Us humiliating decision 10 
pull its plans for stock market flotation —JUI Trvanor 
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Vert is the new black 


JACQUES VERX the ladieswear retailer, bucked the grim 
trend of autumn sales with strong half-year sates yesterUny 
The company which was restructured earlier in the year, saw 
sales from its 22 stores and 91 Instore concessions rise li>* nine 
per cent In the six-month period, and sales hove soared i:i 

percent in the last five weeks. But chairman Bill Roid said 
"cash requirements will remain tight at certain times of the 
cyde". The company turned last year's £2.5 mtUlon loiis In to a 
£534,000 profit. 




E-mails R Us 


TOYS R US yesterday entered the battle for Internet customers 
with a free offer to rival special deals avaUable from Dixons 
and Tesco. The toj* chain said it would give customers free reg- 
t^rntion and subscription, five free o-mail addressci: and other 
yid-ons. even if they are not buying a new personal cumputcr 
from the toy chain. The otter is available from its til multi- 
media dep.artnient8 to customers who already hav’e a and to 

new buyers, Tbys R Us has been selliiig PCs fbr throe years .ind 
currently offers the simplest version for £SI9. The deal is In 
conjunction with Martin Dawes TDlecommuutentions. which 
runs the Bzeathenot scrx’ice. Cable & Wireless and ICL arc also 
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Olympic Games 


SPORTS NEWS 13 


Duncan Mackay on the JOG president's promise of investigation as Salt Lake City apologises for inducements 

Samaranch to act over bribes 


Racing 


■"VPK ^ 


I N A display of nncspected 
n&itj. the International 
Olyi^ic Committee presi- 
ded Juan Antonio Sanar- 
anbh yesterday appeared 
the senior nffirfqT 
who has set in train tbe biggest | 

ccrngtion scandal in the mod- j 
em Cdnes’ lOD-year history. | 
Samaranch sat grim fewMi i 
at a press conference in Lau - 1 
sanne as the 8 Q-yeapold Swiss I 
lawyer Marc Hodler, the kmg - 1 
est-serving mmnber ot tte ^ 
IOC with SS years and a part i 
of its poweriiil ruling esecu- 
tive bosod, repeated his vote- 
bnyingriimges. 

Looking tired and drawn, 
Hodler, who is due to step 
down from the IOC ^or^, 
said: ‘"These have been tlm 
three worst days I have spwt 
in my long career in sport.” 

gfliTiarani*h, whO hag led the 
IOC since 1980 whmi among 
the. candidates he <tafaptPd 
was Hodler, compared the cri- 
sis to the boycotts of the 
Eighties and the Ben Johnscm 
drug scandal at the 1988 Seoul 
Games. '"They were difEScult 
moments, and now we are lbr> 
ing another difficult mo- 
ment,” be saitL “lamsurewe 
wm ^ve this probletiL” 

The IOC president said the 
investigation would centre on 
Salt Lake City because it is 
the only case with docummit- 
ed evidence. * 1 f there is other 
proo^ we will open other 
cases," he said. "If there are 
cases of corruption, we can't 
permit it in the Olympic 

famil y.** 

Hodler shoc^ the Olympic 
movement to Its core when he 
alleged that four "cents’’, in- 
cluding one IOC member, had 
be^ involved in vote-buying 
over the past 10 years. He 
cited supposed im^ularities 
in the elections of at least four 
Olynqiic cities — Atlanta, 
Nagano, Sydney and Salt 
Lake City. 

He repeated his defence of 
the Salt Lake City scholarship 
progranune, thot^ the chair- 
man of the city’s Olympic bid 
organising committee, Frank 
Jo^c, has now apolc^ised 
"to the Olympic family and 
the citizens of Utah** for any 



K EMFTON Park's Box- 
ing Day feature, the 
Khig Grargc VI Chase, 
is in dinger of being over 
shadowed by the Ericsson 
Chase at Leopardstown on De- 
cember 38, a race in which 
Florida Pearl, 4-1 ante-post 
favourite with Hill’s for the 
Chdtenham Gold Cup. is due 
to make bis reappearance. 

Joining him will be Suny 
Bay, apparently unsulted t^- 
Kmnpcon’s ri^t-hand track. 
Dorans Pride, Boss Doyle and 
possibly Imperial CalL 
Richanl Dimwoody has in- 
tlmaied that he is likely to 
ride Flwida Pearl rather than 
Dorans Pride, who has twice 
been ^acrt in the Gold Cup 
but is be ginning to look a dr 
clinlngrane. 

Florida Peart, on the other 
hand, is the emerging scar. 
This giant six-year-old, 
trained by Willie Mullins, 
was an ImpressK-e winner of 
the Sun Alliance Cha.se at the 
Festival last season, although 
it could be argued in hind- 
sight Chat in inflicting a 
length-and-a- half defeat on Es- 
cartieflgue, beaten three times 
this seastm, he did nothing to 
set the racing world alight. 

However, Florida Pearl Is 
unbeaten over fences, has 
shown an ability to handle all 
types of going and clearly acts 
around Cheltenham — his 
Sun Alliance win following 
victory in the Festival 
Bumper the previous year. 

The Cork-based bookmak- 
ers f-agwmnnc are making 
Florida Pearl 6 -^ Ibxxnuite for 
the Ericsson Chase followed 
by Suny Bay at 2 - 1 , Imperial 
Can at &-], Dorans Pride at 
&-1 and Boss Doyle at 12 's. 

Imperial Call, winner of the 
John Durkan Chase at Pun- 
chestown nine days ago, is 
ncrt a certain runner and Ray- 
mond Hurley, his trainer, still 
has a pr^rence for the King 
George provided there Is cut 
Inthegroond. 

A spokesperson for the 
stabile said yesterday: "He‘s 
come out of his Punchestown 





Whistleblower . . . the 80-year-old Swiss lawyer Marc Hodler leaves the IOC headqnartm in Lausanne yesterday 


embarrassment caused. 
Hodler, however, claimed the 
city had been biacTcmfliiBri 
during their bid fo stage the 
2002 Winter Games. The Salt 
Lake committee operated a 
fund that provided nearly 
$ 400,000 In aid to 13 people, 
indtidmg six relatives of IOC 
members. 

"For us. Salt Lake City was 
a victim 0£ hTaz-kmafl and not 
a viDain,” Hodler said. "The 
real villains are the ^ents 
who put the cities in awkr 


ward positions using black- 
man. Salt Lake City had been 
forced by blackmail to give G- 
nanelalfovours." 

Hodler said the "most de- 
testable agent” has ap- 
proached bid cities riahnmg 
“never In the past 16 years 
has a city won the Games 
without help”. He said 
other agents promise to se- 
cure IOC votes for Gee. vriule 
demanding gSmillloia tf fii<» 
city wins the bid. 

The Swiss is in diaige of the 


IOC tabiffg oommittee whirii 
draws up the roles on bidding. 
Critics have kmg argued there 
should be sanctions against 
IOC members who accept the 
hidivwimfa ofihred to timm 
hy bidding cities. 

^nOo' came under atfadc 
for delaying his allegrtlons 
until he Is about to retire. 
"Why Is he bring so brave 
now? He riioald have been 
brave a long aga" said 
Sheikh Atemri al-Saber. head 
of the Olympic Council of Asia. 


Hodler said he decided to go 
public after a senior Swiss' 
government official asked 
him about rumours of mis - 1 
conduct and wondered 
whether Hodler had been 
bribed to ke^ quiet 
Until now. there has only 
been ‘T^earsay” of bribety 
that would not stand up as 
evidence In court, Hodler 
said. He admitted be had 
heard complaints Ibom previ- 
ous unsuccessful Olympic 
bidders, including Manebes- 


PHOTOGRAPH: PABRICE COFFPOM 

ter and Stockholm. "But now 
there is written prori* ct cor- 
ruption practices In the case 
of the Salt lake fund,” he 
said. 

Samaranch claimed the 
scandal could help the IOC 
clean up its act “A;^ the 
black day, the sun wffl come 
a^dn,'* he said. "If we have to 
clean things up. we will. If it 
is necessary, we xvill expel 
members. After, the IOC 
be even stronger than 
before.” 


King George 
losing out 
to Ericsson 


f race really well and is very 
j fresh. He's spending n lot of 
! time outAide in a field. We 
} still favour the King Cikhv 
; but if Noel Me.'ttle claims Paul 
I Carberr>' to rido -at I/Kipard- 
siown we will have to look for 
I anoihcr jockey. Tiuit ral^t 
! become a factor us Carberri' 
has sinirk up a \vr>' good 
partnership with the burse." 

linpcri.Tl C.ilTs presMice at 
Kemptnn would add much- 
nei-ded cL-lss to the King 
George, which apart fmm See 
More Business, is bi'glnnlng 
to look a contest for second 
raters, although supporters of 
TCeton Mil) might tie up in 
anns about such derogatory 
terminology. 

Of course, Teeiun MiU was 
tremendoiLsly impressive in 
winning tht* Hvnnessy fWild 
Cup. bui p%'en after being 
raised Ifilb for that win be is 
rated rally which means 
he Ls still well below Suny 
Bay 117-}), See More Business 
(ITJ), Esrariengiie « ]Ch>). Impe- 
rial Call (l&'i). Simply Dash- 
ing fliiu) and Orior Malta 
(IMP. 

No decision h:ts yei been 
made about the parKcipottofl 
I of C>'fbr Malta running in the 
King George, but obvioiLsIy 
he too would inject ino-ssive 
interest. He ha.s iwiiv won 
around Sniidown's right-hand 
I course and .should art at 
I Kempton where the easy 
j three miles would nut test his 
! possiUy doubtful .stamina too 
much. 

"Showcase” races, which 
have pumped .almost b.air a 
million pounds in prlzemone}’ 
into British racing siuco their 
introduction on NLorcb 26 this 
year, are to be revamiNd for 
1999. 

BHB Director of Racing 
Paul Greeves said: "With the 
agreement of the Tote and 
bookmakers we have 
renamed the concept “Show- 
case Handicap”. 

"There wUl be 331 races in 
1999 — one Showcase Handi- 
cap each da>'. which wher- 
ever practicable and when 
competitiveness is assured, 
will be at the principal meet- 
ing of the day." 


Folkestone Jackpot card with guide to the form 


II Hereford card 
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CHRIS HAWKIHS 


SofUn W apt cMW a n iii t 

20 ) SwralBkl ItawMiPMi 

Z3D KkgHwk Mngnmfk 
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1 0 ASaUNDGE CONDmONAL JOCKEYS' 
■VW HANDICAP HURDLE 


'HANDICAP HURDLE 
2 m 6 t 110 yds £ 2,143 (12 dedarecQ 
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I ■VW2m 5f £4.076 (16 dsdared) 

W aei-l PtampOCEBonS-U-S J.RlPS**'* 

at 00 Mtolfatpi)bOtaM 0 'l 2 JMeto — 


301 432041 

302 M 44 I 

303 P 7 « 

304 /tf- 3 P 

300 2630 - 

301 aa*(iP 

m iQ(e 4 


301 2 S >»0 

3 M S 5-59 
311 416643 
3 a Dfa- 

Mlta 6-2 tflBBft 9-2 WMcoakfal. 11-2 Sobfai. M HM MM 8-1 
SqM Ifa. 10 - 1 BMM H Itofa. 

nm 6DM • liMeMtotafafa HM fa. Mtoar A. WqMwMn 2aajn 
dw. Mfa «a a m ta Bfa Ota a N MM 2ril tofa Mfe. a ItaiMto 
Ibde a. iHtav Tto nttn on. dM aniMMg 2 wL ne n ML Ml tor 4 MO 
MltlMaffaHM3M>JMptotoifaSa, f «p*li l M l llOIP2B*M MfaW 
MMdeBilto TBktoMdOStoiMdiaCMnaaentoUaMfaMia 


Musselburgh runners and riders 
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KEEPING TRACK 

09064 700 + 


COMMENTARY RESULTS 
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ll.MbfaMlWWItlraaSbBifafaMfarftfaHy foa torfaWSB 
■fl 5 *.snnwdmlMdol. iStod ta. 4 nb(iiMMafaUdHlllbnddifa 
mtok^fa 


3 III! IlisbiatoHIHIi iiiiiii I II I futov — 

4 5440 i u l i liii ta il ii i biiO (ltoHtaM 5 -n -5 9 Itotoa* ■ 

6 - 2515 niafalLl*d(INMItawd 4 -ll -6 .-.9 HaM B 

1 2 Li— ( mBWaM«- 1 t -8 ASSalto«B 

7 JSO-SDItoSiCHrfmCfatorS-ll-A f Otonr — 

I eoBoo fa iH’itoHiraaPtofln 5 - 11-5 ojuatott m 

9 2 DanVSM«Hitar(KS)NTWtor 6 -n -5 9 GaiBto — 

10 ' 0 GMiGM{U)J 9 mlr 4 - 11-0 C MdtomMfc fa — 

II 00056 UflWfafltoitfiraifaDTbaBqif-ll-O It Sfapll B 

12 ea 34 »anniSM 04 F>bi|fV 5 -ll-O_ IJtoM ( 7 ) — 
BMtoO; 1 VI 0 Unm 7-2 Soltoi ItonBM. 9-2 total Ud 12-1 Oh Si 
Gbq. 1^1 MbflE Tmer. DwIMa. SMr Mm. ta lltoM. 

0 AAC 0 UHCAHBIONF«Sril NNU T C 6 OAL 

AhAVHANOICAP CHASE 

• 2 tn 4 f£ 4 , 6 &f{ 7 declaiec 9 

1 12144 Hfabtamimjeouio-IM SWllor B 

2 rnit ntiid'niiainitnioriniiiiiii 

I 1 - 1 I- 1 I A PMto 0 

3 . 31-301 MnAfltoiMmifallMMnd 

8 - 11 ^ I BoitaBtoll 

4 .PFM 2 PfaBfaditaMnoHMnlJMn 

7 - 11-6 ^Pltortsiy II 

5 -QWMhfBnMPNnPIMBi 

10 - 10-13 Hr M to i BB fa fa 0 

0 aikai itaaiTMBBWi 7 - 10-12 itaqr b 

7 -Beep MiOfatb(faCTUTbitota 

6 -IM> LSMbCofakfa fa 

tofafaM PMtoM Mr. r -9 ABM 5-1 M MM. HIM fata e -1 
Mmra 8-1 toflol Tom. 16 -i wifMk 


o AA 9 >AMM«HURST HANDICAP CHASE 

mWan £ 2;930 (10 detiared) 

em 25353 - 1 blCtonlM( 97 )SB)(H 1 Pfaa<M» 

10 - 13-0 PM 9 

MB 3 BM ltoJM«li(BJGM 9 - 10-8 _PM •> 

MB 21414 Mtam) 6 EinM 10 . 10-6 B ItosM 0 

eM 2 EF-P 01 tol(w 1 toM(ia^M 6 -im 8 TJMuM 9 

95 63344 ItoaiBiTifliitP) fa B fades 

11 - 10-7 I llMBH*r *9 

•9 054(4 Stafator(famJ 01 ia 7 - 10-3 IPMSI 9 

00 24 PeP Ntaetaita 6 LllMiO- 1 D-? H IMta fa * — 

Bi OawahtopMpnGflid 7 - 10-2 Lifafl — 

Bi iBCSMtoMmmDtofailS-lO-l ...Jlltatah B 

•II 55 P«FllpMrttofainn 8 faW 8 - 1 (^ iBlILlfaV — 

oafag: 3-1 fartm Sattor, 7-2 Us Com Un. 4 -i God Spa ii -2 faiBf. ' 
10-1 Aa Mm. 12-1 Hr Jatt, I 4-1 ludM inn 

RIB 89 X -Ibi Gfafl Hm Pmdta M ta M Bn. taW 3 uL an niton 
sabatosMidS.iabdrtfa<iMiHUiBMani 1 bapdiUitoJMito; i 
le fa tata lin. Unlnd tin am bdnd Bfld fa bdn 2 ai k i» Ml 
bf Brans 01 hi a faninoM ami nr di, GdM Gfal 9 pi* Oba w kd M ufl 
B a era 4 n n on ta tor Chita fans a U Itoan fall I bop 01 fay Tbtktos 
TitatalbMtaW.i*ntalbHtoaabeatodBnMiBas 7 aaiD. 2 S 
MW Radi lira Omi a Ftasm ai nr ben di Sd-SlL Hntom fatota 
llBnnarBd 9 ngi. 9 id 16 . 13 bdM 8 Mrfa 7 «nMlnj 2 n 3 l»tahap 
dL(H. 

0 OAWEATHERBYS 'STARS OFTOMORROW' 
OflW VOPBI MATWHAL HUNT HAT RACE 

2 m 1 f 1 1 0 yds £ 1 .235 ( 1 2 dedaied) 

1 9 tfaJllifls 4 - 11-4 AlhnM 

3 liHrJBtolliaVMnsS- 11 - 4 .. .- SMtofa 

3 lncMfaaiiRtoi»tor 5 -ll -4 ... .... .IPita 

4 CtaffataHOtotaiO-ll-l HAHfatad 

0 CridCtaDtoBtol 5 - 1 l -4 JIRMtalh 

1 faaibi 9 MlHHUeAUNniavtai 5 - 11-4 HrPtoM 

7 26 HifancWtn)S 9 BMMS 4 - 11-4 D Oatofaa 

• MSWViGHlaia 4 -ii -4 JPtotorfa 

, 6 14714 Spih«IMmtksHbta&' 11-4 9 0 Hnhf ( 7 ) 

II n Tipwsbiiiiifrnit [rniinr' ii t . . . sftnm 

11 4 - HirblLtaMtoRCllta 6 - 10 -T 3 JUta 

0 tt OB LKtt 4 - 10-13 MtoMBfafT) 

ltofnM 5 - 4 ltaFMaa. 9 - 3 faUyJM. 7 -lll|lKlM. l 0 -lSimgtai 2 ~i 
Cta Brno, 16-1 Bradtora GW, Sqvta bn? 

RMH GUM - It Hr JfaOC fa far ItaM gdta <U d 
C id r tofa fa aiBiAatomMbfoeaai uatoBin tor noftonirmnaiw 
H w ta am a ML am btan. SOI a 22. 10 taw Eddi'i Sen ra (Kata toi 
m IH. SB SH Sfafc POta gta W a mano Etta fame Seal Sertfatoto 
tarkwtalBKlfaTaaiirrabeiwdJDniDMdaOraaaiTnltltaLGd- 
91 toONBi Him a M* ta ntacMd S euilfa d 22 fal bdW Emri Sm 
a vvata fai W toL SR. Hrahi UHc faata ta N 01 tatond no a out 
« 1 1 , an AtoW Unr Shn to Mbu 31 » *> tot lad SBMta Mner 

kndW BtaL TO a la 33 > beMd iW OtoU a Oaitar faiw u Of-ai 


« an 4 -PHaM 1 MfaJBradn 9 -ii- 6 .... H onwiit fa — 

6 24411 Cbanqri 9 v(fafalbiV>B-i >-6 0 Gto«ra| 7 )to 9 

6 2 O-S 1 ltoimUfanntaB- 11-0 P OrMBi ( 7 ) 9 

7 40030 BfaliiWWHOaiBai 11 - 10-6 E t faHlto n ( 7 ) 9 

0 SMS MnnVttaifiBynMnm 

S -»-5 JT: ■ Itapm fa 9 

1 401443 8 aMfarfa}nifahll-lD -1 .... Attapfarfa 9 

10 44 V 4 P far 6 Mt|fanBDefafa 9-104 0 Rw fa — 

11 lEZDOO Ihta«li(fap£ttles 6 -KH) NMtorfl) 0 

U 00340 ? GHMCtaMUfaLtaf 

7 - 10-0 Hn e tad ( 7 )-* 9 

BUM 7-4 Outai Sfli. 4-1 Stator. 6-1 fad. 6-1 Ihta wn. (fane 
0 «L 14-1 ito Bntoto. 15-1 Nta Tfa. Is faa 



CHRBHAWiaNS 

TOPFOW 

1240 

ABAiiloiy 

AsflAiilany 

1.10 

Wnthilbas 

8 aaliltom(nl 4 

1.40 

FoiataBcbaHaw 

AdwfKaEaat 

2.10 

RmupBI 

Sayiniintallt 

240 

Hi ItoBBl Eagle 

MytagHEaglB 

110 

StIMHinDrIwW 

SuHDcBght 

140 

BafegHtol 

PraniarBB 


AghHifliM clDdt of rxm Mb dOOyiis nn-bi Emphask on sprod nmwr ttofi sttntoa 
Stafa Good D Son. * Derntso bfiniien. 

Sdtai di p whinra; Hone. 

BHtond fM tbnK 3 . 4 D Prenaei Bay Vtoarmb 2 4 D Team noted 


4 0 AACOMHIEY MAIDEN CHASE (DIV 1 ) 

I tato*tw3mii Il0yds£2.450@dn:l3re(ft 

22 ?L ‘3 Afl 6 WorU 9 PMdiab!S-il -5 

•‘»)ostae 9 MOi(n)oiwni»-ii -5 .. 

CTOV- Otodn 6 ild 0 faCtgmn 7 -ii -5 

OFaoPfakHM^RSnMlHi . . 

32&42 lnnGHta{»)EPrHsn 7 -. 11-5 

4 a 5 ,' 3 « uoiii (faiiraiair (IND .. . 

irw. lnBhLantotol 0 ltolA:A.:jnnnM:-!i 

SPomfatataMdi( 9 i)L»fjPeun 5 -i (-5 . . 
ay T>tofli 6 biid( 9 l)fcL 4 fa> 7 .ll-f . 


. JItafltoB 
.V6hM7 — 
APHeCw — 
. SM - 
CtInrM — 
I tofitoiw 9 
. II Htoiln — 
D iMtor — 


Mta 44 M 4001 ) 4.1 bavuMW i >2 naan Ctonabi. 14-1 tms^ ifaHqrar Hram. 
16-1 on EtofaDOt Team 4 ta 

1 4 ACLDVES NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE 

■ ^ V2m 3( 110-yds £2.206 MS declared} 

1 TDZS 

I .vsas 

s -44033 

4 mm 

5 43044 

6 oaoo 

7 45002 

I (IU 43 

9 V 04 ? 

U OfiKi 

11 3 PJ 23 

12 .rep-Fi 

IS mttt 

9 Ray. ll|totolBi(mi)iiW 3 -:v-o - .... L Btofar — 

is 14040 PlldMlMd<tto.:hc»K 4 b- 1 (HI Otof Lyta — 

Hfag 3-1 tata 6-1 cexsi Set '-1 Dr brorng toirl. 0-1 Mi Dra loci UWwl > 0-1 rjtf&aom 
tatafatota 

4 .^ACARAMtAY NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE 

I ■■rV 2 m £ 2.801 ilO dsriared) 


Hrisnogii 


. (0 HtolM B 
Rtoitafa ~ 
BtoCOrw 0 
A HBfli 9 
Dltofa B 
. .. SHita 9 
A etfalto falto 9 


' 2 m £ 2.801 ilOdsriaFed) 




II-' . . .. H Sid ltoi fa toio 

.Vi:' '6 town 9 

. . . HrPCfaMin — 

D OWtoM fa — 

MBfa 5 - 2 fasi ifa CbuS: ^-3 taijii" On lob). W lumr (ta I«sv. 6-1 Aihnr iKl l 3 -?ta" 
Bq. 13-1 Cntanara ta i&-i l**V mb's tba. 

2 4 ALAZY PUNTBI'S BLACK BOOK HANDICAP CHASE 
■1 V 2 in 3 f £ 3.191 (11 decbrdd) 


IBtoAgtoll 




HURDLE (nORCTARACQ 
3 m£ 2 , 94 i tl 2 decbied) 

Ctobtaa IB (lA n m Hn S Mum 

7 - 11-10 — fa a to 





N% 4 #\C0WSlJPC0HDm0NAL JOCKEYS’ SBLLJNG HURDLE 
A^Vv 2 rn If £ 1 .646 (12 detiaied) 




2,50 

2 m £ 2 , 624(1 2 UBCtired) 

1 8954 HtoMlMII^HMA-IM J toHtol fa 9 

2 f»PSMMrtHDmJOto«»- 13-0 APtohvfa 


38040 OntoHAtalbQmJHnMJinBn 

5 -lv. 1 t : A I 


SKnniliafatoggTOira 7 - 16 - 4 — - . A Ofabli 9 
62150 fl iwHu S ii ii l WfalBPIbBta 

9 - 10-1 B Stony 9 

n 001(190 NHiBCru icptoViiiMiiton 

4 - 164 -,.... ... Ito H Tbwiidto — 

« P 4 »PMlras*i (fa nKbtagn 5-164 ASflidM 9 

BBtog 7-2 Mne sane, b -2 obm Br, s-i hi smuann. 6 -i Hsys 

MBfa. r -1 (tutor (tentor. »-i Hum Olto Rka 12-1 nanv Mi 


‘Vv2rn If £1 .646 (12 detiaied) 

430) D9fy’lMy<nau4Wl|n4-i:-0 

e?51)l’ SniL lto to li t— ) W hm«ib!;».io-i.-- ... - . 

&0C7 Dfl(iinMfrii)J:l'faa>-lO-l? N9 

nuri ifatodnHrtmiTi iPrrrrr^ir !•' — 

6 P(B 3 Ltol 7 lto 9 mLtiCH(l 6 &- 1 C -12 . . 

4 ltorltaENto(n3)J>Bs4-1|).1? - 

03025- (aMflfaatiis7-10-l?_ 

ap.«to^rinraBLtata 7 -io-i.‘' , 

5640 ltaiPil)KlMM«»« 4 - 1 i-i? - -- B 


59 ? WmittaiiB-io-u „ __ _ 

n Kas(btobtoiBB(mJijd8-iw "J5SJJ5 ” 

IS (956 TiBlflMpO»HfVe 4 -) 0 -r _ DOUim. - 

BMae^HrLtaEMb. 11-4 Obdes. 4 -i DM ton i.v?itfrDW VQngenn. 1 Z -1 fadtosMl. 
tar HUE. 


6 Pta — 
MAtotona 0 

.. OMfMin 9 
. pstarfa* 9 
JlMtoB 
TDtBtosrtm 9 
BMdivCB 9 

'.“Tffl: = 


ito- 


Wt rui WtafaCi IW Iinrfa»f 

T^uardlan giivfTERACnVE 


NEWCASTLE 

ItoMi 4 . MUjm; T Bey ( 1 - 2 ): *p Me* 
Tw ( 7 -a ll-ldv): a, Wnfawy fta | 19 - 1 X 
7-2 ]V 4 av Bng^ Husw. 10 raft m 16 . (A 
sn^Tets: C 4 fll; et.TO. ci.io. £ 3 ^ 
Dual P: i 7 . 7 a CSF: rtn 4 B. NR aatatad. 
iuoi 4 , Lom uuio; ur a dmipmv 

14-7 ttv): fa PtaMW (M); to, M ton Lto 
Otasra SB- 1 ). 14 rm ^ 9 . (Ml* U R«r» 


fa faletofar BM* (B-lk fa WraiMP 
O inifaft ( 14 - 1 ). 6 -a ran HfttaT Wood. 6 ran 
& 7 . u »taard.Wimon)TaM: eStoO: ei JD. 
atooTam. dou r tn. 9 a cv: ci&ss. 
Yi 1 aoe£l 7 S 3 i. 

faafc 1 ,WOOD 9 IHinfllA>faMrAD*m»- 
wy <6-9 (toto to. anwita S- 1 ): fa Jratal. 
•niltopM ( 6 - 1 ). B/mna (Mra M toawilny) 

Ton; BlCO; eiJD. E140. ClSa Dual R 
CltoPO. CSF: SSaiaTilflMB £9.9. 
to^l, fldwrrK AH, Bfaidpr»<IV 4 n»); 
fa Ito- — tol -n’ S-ik fa mnuftaww 
(7-B. 9 ran a 13. (L Lnnqp) Tone GfaSO: 
CIA taOD. Ct.7a Dual R CiBtoa eSP: 


leyi Ton: ritob: ei.TC. n m an. oui R 
Sn CSR cm. NR Big Atoa 
«!m 1 . BMUrrm A Dobbin ( 7-4 lnr)i fa 
BIIIIIII-I noae S-1); fa tolota Uvta 
( 33 - 1 ). IS IWI ia eraatscta) Tta 
‘ Don ft CMja 


( 3 ^ 1 ). W im-ia VL S woHnanq len; 
^ 70 ; nn. ctosa esua can ft CMja 
esftnan 

1 Ml - 1 . nvER UMSnofa D Prarlnr ( 7 - 9 ); 


ci-aa- Dun f; ciaooi esp; ciPtoi. 
THtab ei 4 l.Ba TiSmb: SS 4 l. 7 a NR: 
fttai diliByar. 

JtoCRKmcijim 
PLACtaon tiom. QUADPcmGejo. 


UOOt 1, srufTABUSa N WHlIanvon 
(8-11 (BIT): fa OranW (14-1); fa UmH Tin 
Pa w M IS5-1). 13 ran 11, a (M PlbnaS 
TOW cim: Ei.4a csm. asa ow f: 
E?1.10.CSF:nZ4«. 

laoi 1 , 5HaHft . ao ii i wtoi mi oii. cbrn 
Wabb SB-1)i fa TVmIR (13-9 tar): fa 
tb«na total ps-l). 10 ran IX. ia » 
unwy TatK £<560; CSJO. £1.4a £sJS. 
tXin ft GBBn CSR ES 4a Tricau G>74.S7. 
anoi 1 , KiLAimanHa p mne ds-s): s, 
J w raa n i Cta il u (30-1); fa IHara Mdn 
(6-1). B-4 n» GraMMr. 7 ran a m U 
aitoro) Ton; €840, wm , sO. Dun F; 

ta.iac8F;£ioi.ia 

faSCi' 1, toAblWto stoBiiiT, A p incny 

(5-3); fa Kpta (3to1); fa Oita Mb 
(26-1}. 4-7nv BtaWL ID ran la a (M PIM) 
Ten: €3.10: ei.ia Q.ia C3toa duh^ 
£8760. OB': £4aAB. 

toflOi fa POTBCTATfa A P UeCoy (toto 


lB»k fa Brawl Ttota (11-10); fa Tatoanm 
(60-1). 4 mn 14.4. (M nw) Tou: CSAL Dual 
ft Cim. CSF: ESDI 

total 1. NBItoUM Dona Own Wabb 
0-11: a. Dniibnr (13-1); fa aiinin 
TtaMIS-l). 1S-6nTFrldolln.7r»ia(.S. 
(S MNIto) Tens B4 Jk Eim, S4.n. DuU F; 
BaTactoftCoim. 

PLACtoPtlTiEl>raaaaQUADPOTbC77JO. 
to Slwutoftra Wnrlnr. who had mn fwi 
C 8 S 3 botora yan ta dy. aprana * luiprlM 
wnen laUng uia otlham HaatocaD cmbo at 
PluiaptonnoddaolSto-t. 

But trelnar Sian Mattor waa n« that aiw- 
arlsad and ta now MaMag afaoui Chainii. 
ham BM Amrea. "Ha eouW be die aoit 9 
noiM lor Bn fowmlia NadbiiBi Him CiiasB 
« CheRenham.'' aaM bMur, “ana I oouW 
m hIM tumping round Uvwpoet anedB.** 
HwaathraflmngafalBtoldouetatordw 
tramn and todny. Cbm WHtb. MM attack 
again waan Neaaun Doro nak tha laai lacft. 













I niid bad. I can actually look at my over ana L»aa goes uaua lo Aimiiii' 
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Pricket 

3Ucsibialia v England: third Test, four^ day 




Australia administer the iast rites 


MDce Sehrey in Adelaide 


‘ ' last 10 minutes of 

' play yesterday may 

H lust have been the mo- 
ll ments when any lin- 
gering hope Ehigland may 
" had of saving the Test — 
' and irith it the Ashes — dis- 
*' 'appeared. Set an unreachable 
target of 443 to win or. more 
■re'alisticaliy, to survive a 
’ minimum of 140 OVers OH a 

' wearing pitch offering turn 

and a semblance of bounce, 
the chances did not look good. 

* .Although the wickets of 
' both openers were lost inside 
- the 14 overs Nasser Hus- 
sain and Mark Ramprakash, 
two who have consistently 
shown the technique and 
'heart to take on the Austra- 

■■ iiah attack, were patting 
■" brings in perspective with a 

• third-wicket stand of 89 and 
the prospect of taking the 
partnership into the final day. 
Just as they had stayed 
together into the third 
morning. 

But Colin Miller’s off-spln 
confirmed the day over- 


Scoreboard 


JUISTHAUAi ftrsi innins« 391 (J L Langer 
l73no. S R Waugn 59. M A Taylor S9: 
Kudlev 4-9n. 

EHGUUfSi Rm inrnngs 2?7 (N Hussain 
89no. M R Ramprakash 61; MacGiil 4-53|. 

AUSTRAU* 

gaaand itMiass lovemignc 906-0 

J L Langar o Sub e Such .... .. 5S 

M E Waugh not out SI 

S R Waugh c K.er b Headiry 7 

R T PonOng b Gough 10 

tlAHaaSyrsoiou: T 

Extras iuii3. wT. nbS) ...— . 19 


Total liar Sctec, SSovarsj. 


STS 


Hofwiefcetseoiiis&s. 168,216,229. 
266. 

BM not has □ W neining. C R MiUer, S C 
G MacGiM. G D riaOratn. 

Bowlingi Gough 22-2-76-2; MtiUally 
16-6-16-0; Keacany iS-1-i6-1: Such 
29-S-46-2: Raniprahasn 13-1-27-0; Mefc 
1 - 0 - 1-0 


M A Butcher e Heely 0 Reriing 19 

MAAlheitencMEWaiighbUlller .. 5 

NHusaainibwbUmsr . 4i 

M R Ramprakash not ois 49 

O w Headley c M E vnaugh b MJler .. 9 

*tA J Siewan not cut O 

E;Oraslb3.lb4.nbS) - - 18 


.188 


Tool (tor 4. 51 oversi... ...— 

Pafl of «iekelm27. 31, 120. 122. 

To bad J P Crawley, G A Hiefc. D Qeugn. A 
D MuUaliy. P M SuA 
BewDng: McGrath lC4)-22-0. Flaming 
T4-2-40-1 ; Ulier 13-1-36-3; MacGili 
ig..4.14_g. s R Waugh 2-1-3-a 
UiBpIiejtf S J Davis aixl S A Bucknor. 


wheimingly as Australia’s. He 
had already removed Mike 
Atherton with a seamer that 
dollied to silly point from the 
leading edge as the batsman 
turned the blade a fraction 
early and now, with the sanc- 
tity of the dr^lng-room en- 
ticin^y close for Hussain, he 
Struck again. Going round the 
wicket ^ as off-spinners used 
to do but seem reluctant to try 
these days ~ he floated a de- 
livery that pitched on tba line 
of the stumps and turned into 
Hussain, beatii^ his back- 
ward defensive jab and strik- 
ing the pad In front 

Steve Bucknor. the 'V7est In- 
dian umpire, ofiEbrs the most 
lingering death in the game, 
but even he was satisfied al- 
most immediately that the 
criteria had all been met. 

Hussain had made 41 in 133 
minutes, darting down the 
pitch to the off-spinner and 
hitting him over the top until 
Maili Taylor decided to dis- 
courage him with a wide long- 
on. Thereafter he waited Ibr 
the short ball to force off the 
back foot 

MacGiil, who bamboozled 
Hussain so often in the first 
innings with the wro^un 
but could not get his wicket, 
was played with more author- 
ity. Hussain abandoning his 
habit of squaring up in for- 
ward defence throu^ swing- 
ing his back round to the 
off in an arc — like a mariner 
plotting a course on a chart 
with a pair of compasses ^ in 
favour of a more side-on ap- 
proach. and he looked the bet- 
ter for it 

Even the occasional shooter 
from the seamers, the sort of 
ban that Hussain above all 
the other Ign glanri hatgmpn 
seems to get with unfhir fre- 
quency. sneaked by the off 
stump. Miller’s was a fine 
piece of old fashioned off-spin 
bowling. 

It brought to the crease 
Dean Headley, the 
ni^twatchman on a king 
pair, who prodded at three 
haiLa before poking the next, 
via pad and i^ove. to Mark 
Waugh perched at silly point 
Commentators from Austra- 
lia have come unstuck in pre- 
dicting the future before the 
past has been perused in Eng- 



Right of appeal . . . Nasser Hussain is trapped in front and the An^ralian fielders suoeessftilly pose the question 


PHOTCOmPH* GRAHAM CHAOnRCR 


land, but at 122 for four and 
with a day to go. the game 
looked up. 

Miller had taken three of 
the wickets at a cost of 36. 
Mark Butcher was the other, 
caught at the wicket off 
Damien Fleming after cutting 
at a ball too close to his body 
for comfort and under-edging. 

Ramprakash — inevitably, 
it seems — was still there on 
43 having batted a few min- 
utes longer than Hussain and 
has Alec Stewart for com- 
pany, although the England 
capta^ demoting himself to 
five initially but because of 


the late wicket to six, had yet 
to ihee a balL A lesson, per- 
haps. is being slowly and 
painfully ackziowledged: for 
the sake of his sanity, longev- 
ity and the side, be has to bat 
down the order for the 
remainder of the series. 

Until Taylor’s declaration 
at 278 for five, 40 minutes into 
the afternoon session, the 
Australians, spvky without 
quite breaking into a gall<^ 
had done much as they 
pleased, although Darren 
Gough bowled well with a ball 
well past its sefi-by date to 
pick up the wickets of Ricky 


Ponting and earlier that of 
Michael Slater with a vis- 
cious inswinging yorker. 

Not. thoi^ before Slater 
had reached 1(^ the ZOtb cm- 
tury of his Test carem and the 
sixth against Bn^and. Some 
AVs hours at the crease 
broo^t him a six and eight 
fonrs, two of them from 
Gout’s evening deliveries of 
the daj'. Justin Langer also 
comideted a dfligeitt half-cen- 
tury to go with his massiv*e 
uzfoeaien century, am! there 
was 51 not out in only 83 balls 
from Mark Waugh. Taylor, 
mindfol of the done 


to Waugh's confidence by the 
revelations at the past week, 
had delayed his declaration. 

Although he has been play- 
ing in a winning side. Font- 
ini’s fourth low score of the 
series, following 21 in Bris- 
bane. II in Perth, five in the 
first innings here and now lO 
in the second, moons his 
place must be in jeopardy for 
Melbourne. The Australian 
selectors will have the oppur- 
tunit>‘ to assess the contend- 
ers wbm England {day an 
Australian XI in Hobart at the 
weekend. 

.An Australian second XI 


has been chosen and all of the 
players, according to the 
solf^nr Alan Border, could 
“.'It ft pinch play in a *IV!9t 
tomorrow”. 

The batting. In particular, 
is formidable with Matthew 
Elliott, prodigious for Vic- 
toria this season, Greg 
Blewctt. of whom England 
have seen quite enough al- 
ready. Darren Lehmann. Stu- 
art Law. Cory Richards, 
seruer of four Shield centu- 
ries this season, and Miehaet 
Sevan. England's bowlers 
may not be exactly queuing 
up to have a tilt at that lot. 


rmwiTf 



Matthew Engel on the rise and rise of 
.Australia’s journeyman off-spinner 


W HEN cricket be- 
comes sexy 
enough to war- 
rant a road 
movie, it will star Colin 
‘Tunky** Miller. He spent a 
dozen years in .Australian 
cricket doing nothing in 
paiticalar. bowling his way 
from Victoria to Sontb Aus- 
tralia and then to Tasma- 
nia, which is the Antipo- 
dean Durham, where pros 
go to fade away. 

In the Austndian winter, 
he would bowl some more: 
round about half the league 
grounds In the north of 
' England. Then he got a con- 
tract in Holland. A year 
ago, he was playing for a 
little Tasmanian club 
called Undisfame when he 
sprained his ankle. 


So b(Qller shortened his 
run and risked a few of the 
o£Ses he bad tried in the 
nets. 'Within monfiis, he' 
had taken 67 wrickets and 
broken the all-time Shef- 
field Shield wicket-takiz^ 
record for a season. By 
September he was in the 
Test team. By close of play 
yeterday he had taken 
three of the first four 
English wickets to falL 
There are dozens of 
reasons why he would 
never make the England 
team. He is 34. He wears an 
earring. He does not go to 
his room in the middle of a 
Test matdi and mope. He 
likes a drink, and does not 
turn into a pumpkin at mid- 
night either. ^ is a cheery, 
open, friendly, amusing 


man. smart enough to have 
learned Dutch. 

If you studied cricketers’ 
records like racehorse form 
(and that seems to be all the 
rage tbese days) there are 
form lines from league 
cricket that suggest plenty 
of English players are bet- 
ter than Miller and, for that 
matter, Stuart MacGiil. 

But when they play for 
England, they become up- 
t^t and wary, mentally 
ii^ndsoned in the atmo- 
sphere of embattlement. 
When people get picked for 
Australia, th^ add zest to 
the skills. Miller bounded 
in as though anything was 
possible. And for him. it 
probably was. 

The fonrth day of the Ade- 
laide Test was exegesis: 
mere conunentaiy on what 
had happened before hmeh 
on Snnday. Events were 
moving to what everyone 
presmned was wiaTiffegt 


tiny: England’s defeat and 
Australia’s Ashes, earlier in 
a winter than ever before. 

Other results were of 
course theoreticaliy poss- 
ible. But they were not 
even topics for disenssaon. 
The press bad dealt with 
this Test and moved on to 
think about the Australian 
second team which has 
been picked to play Eng- 
land in Hobart neset week- 
end, a game suddenly as- 
snming remarkable 
significance. 

The Australian news- 
paper is Rnpe’s broadsheet 
out here. Their columnist 
Iffike Coward, who has long 
been especially derisive 
about English cricket de- 
ployed a fair number of 
barbs yesterday: "Abjectly 
despondent . . . new depths- 
. . . lamentable . . . wret- 
ched . . . monumental foil- 
ores . . . diabolical . . firlx^ 
squad.” He concluded: 


“Errand’s crideet belongs 
to yesterday”. 

Hls colleague Malcolm 
Conn, another noted Pom- 
basher. threw in ’’ex- 
posed”, "inadequate” and 
"dreadful”. He was having 
a quiet day. Most of ns were 
far more scathing than 
that 

The series is considered 
dead as a contest but not as 
an issne. Around the 
ground yesterday, there 
were as nuny posters com- 
plaining about the omis- 
sion of the local hero Dar- 
ren Lehmann from the 
Australian team as there 
were indul^ng in routine 
anti-English insults. Just 
as many had a blast at 
Sbane Wame and Mark 
Wan^. 

Late in the day a huge ef- 
figy of Wame — fit for 
Fawkes’ Nlifot — was car- 
ried round In front of the 
stands, its back was the 


ambiguous slogan "Shane, 
spin us another one”. It 
'wasn’t clear drhetber the 
intention was to set light to 
the guy, or suggest that it 
be given a few overs: on all. 
recent evidence half the 
England batting order 
would struggle ^to score 
runs against such an 
opponent. 

England has exported 
many thtng s that have be- 
come staples of Australian 
life. The most damaging of 
them was the lowly rabbit, 
which has caused havoc to 
native wildlifo. We're still 
sending rabbits ont here. 
This moming they were 
due to bat The hope was 
that they would at least run 
away flwm the headfomps 
for a few minutes, even- if 
they were certain to be 
mown down soon enough. 
Weary experience sug- 
gested they would not even 
twitch. 



Victim . . . bfiller celebrates 
Headley’s wicket yesterday 


ICC to 
acton 
betting 
scandal 


BtiMldHenpe 


Pakistan see 
victory hopes 
vanish in fog 


Pools Forecast 


.nCAEUM 


8 CowBky 
d UwtpBBi 

4 MmUM 

5 HiiilllBl 

ft Haven Fomt 
7 Souttnunpui 



,|MZIC 
nSSTDIViaKHI 


SiMidon 


10 Blmringnom 
ft Mtoa 
. 18 ftndfMftC 

.,'13 Crews 

•-' fft MMby 
u 1» HinWIili 
17 Port IMS 
-tft:'»tsclB»art 
19 WSsIBrsm 



..so: 

81 

/.ftftPrtOB 

. Pnstoft 


V Noritiampion 1 

V Wi^ X 

V NottsCounty 1 

V MUKmB 1 

* ndharn 1 


Boumsmoulh 

Lincoln 

■mcrv 


THUEIDIVISiON 

31 CreiEH 
38 DsrUngian 
33 HsElta 



S C OT TI SH 
48 AftM 

43 flrtirnslh 


Team talk 

The independent nev/s and reports service 

09066 16 86 -I- 


•vAsenal 

60 

DNCy Courts 

72 

NQltm,Per«st 

86 

Aston VRa 

B1 

Evarton 

73 

Oxford 

14 

bflrrslay 

62 

Futam 

57 

tfR 

86 

''dfiTLCity 

63 

Gnmaby 

15 

Rangore 

87 

' BbclAum 

64 

Hudd Town 

' 74 

Reading 

88 

Bolton 

' 65 

Ipswich Town 

75 

Sheffield United 

88 

*1 Brentford 

66 

Leads Unltea 

76 

aMffisidWad. 

86 

Bientoy 

67 

LalcasterGlty 

77 

Sewthompton 

80 

Bl^ 

11 

Liverpool 

78 

Spun 

91 

CftMe 

68 

Man.CRy 

76 

SiokaCity 

62 

’'Oiarltan 

66 

Man. United 

80 

Stockport 

12 

' -Chelsea 

66 

NWddmobreuBh 

ai 

Sunderland 

93 

.CDventry CNy 

70 

tMniwaD 

82 

WhtfeRt 

68 

CiyslBl Palace 

71 

NowcaaUaUtd 

88 

west Ham 

84 

Crewe 

ia 

NvwictiCity 

84 

Wimbledan 

96 





Wofvaa ' 

96 
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Guardian 01^^TERAC^VE 


Results 


Football 


AVON IHSURANCa COHftlllATION: 
PM DMilBUT LuMn 0 Coiehosur 8: eil- 
IlnQhsm 0 ftasdlng 1. 

M VASa ruiMfti luuwd drsM Sudniry 
Witdrs V esrtorth Tn; ClKhsros v St Helens 
Tn; BsdIIngten Ter or hUddaover Sports « 
BsnaiOBd Ath: Sudbury Tn v Spalding Utd 
or Norpiwood; Wick v VSikImII GM: wsr- 
rlngtan Tn v ThsRie Utd: Csmbsriey Tn v 
CWpsloBd or Tooting S lEtetiain; Goals v 
Bemwton Heem Hartaquins; Harlow Tn v 
Taunton Tn: Ash Uid v Tiverton Tn; Bed- 
brd UId V WrcDchani; Ford Uid « KtdSBroirs 
Atti; Lymlng^ A New Milton v MosNsy: 
St Blamy vlhraton Fad Brswsry; Boware 
Ud or Dtas Tn v WoodbrMgs Tn; BarUng- 
Mds or OMbwy Uid v Warktoigton or Tow 
unr Tn. Ties to be pisyed Saurday. Jsnu- 
wy 9. 

PAWOMTSCUPiPUrefti 

Aston Vina V MKIwsll; Bvarton v WSmbiey 
Mil Hm: Wolvarhampion v Bradlard C: 
Leeds C V Southampton: Tbttsnnam v 
Three Bridges or Leylon Ortenc Canary 
Rksts V BoncMer; lAiigtord v Anrald TIv 
Bristol Rvis V Bertchamsud Tn; Reeding v 
Bledtburn Rvtk Chelesa v Arsenal; Tran- 


mere Rvfs V Liverpool; Biyth Spaiians v 
WediBangorCv 


Croydeir. Ilkoelan v BIwA 
Bodtord: Woifero v llheaton Tn, Brighton a 
Hove V Coventry. Tios to be ployM Sun- 
day, January 10. 


Golf 


EMI OF VBMt WMJI RAMONGSI Tap 

SO (US unless staiad)- 1. T woods iSJOpto 
ac 2. u aMaara laas; 3. D Ouval 8S7: 4. 
D Love III 3.43: 5. E Bs |SA) 9.13; 3. N 
Price (Zim) BAB: 7. c Moniaomerie (GB) 
3X1: 8. L Westwood (GBI a6S; 9. V Stogh 
(RPI BJl; 10. P Mickelson 7.76; 11. F Coih 
pleB 7.65: 12. J FwyK 72t IS. M OsakI 
(Japan) 6.77; 14. j Parnevik (Swe) 6.47. 15. 
J Leonard 64Z 16, S ElMnglon (Aus) 6.16; 
17. 0 Clerks (GB) S.72: lA G Norman (Aus) 
sm: 19. B Wans 5.S3; 20. S Hocti bJZ 


Cricket 


SBCONO TEST (LalMlWh Zmbabwe 183 
and 434. tahlsan 32S.6 dee. Atondened 
as a draw owing to leg. 

SUPBHBPOT SBOESi Vhiilnileyi Ori. 
qualand west 693-6 dec Gauteng 3694 (N 
Potties 143. A- Hell 5ino). Match eraimi 
aher bad light ended ptay. 

SHEFFIELD SHIELDS MelboMraws 
Owensiand 354-3 dee and ISM dee (S 
Uw 77no). victoria 206 end 292-9 |B 
Hodge 100. M EUlon SO; Jackson S-65). 
Match drewiL 


American Football 


NPb NY Giants 20 Denver 16: New 
Orfasns 17 Aauta 27; Green Bey 23 CM- 


esge 20; St Louis 32 Hew BcMettd IS, Bui- 
pa Bay 16 I 


laio 44 Oakland 21; Tampa Bay 16 PNB- 
burgh 3; Caroline 2S Waahlngion 29; 
indlenapolia 39 cincinnad 2B: Jacksonvaie 
13 Tennessee 16: misdalptila I7 Arizono 


20 (ol); Seaaie 38 Sen Otogo 17; Boltiniore 
20 Minnssats 38: Karwsa clQr 20 Deilss ir, 
Miami 16 NY Jeb 21. VvaiWig rtsniBngi: 
American Coaforaneoi Bsaten DhN 
Worn 1. *Ny Jets (WIG. L4 PFsaa. PAa46): 
Z Miami \JB-Sm-S0et: 3. Bidlale (9-5- 
345-283). Cemrsl Division: t, Jn dtoo n vllle 
(10-4-361-266); 2. Tennessee (B-e- 
292-364); 3, Pittsburgh (7-7-238-267). 
Wnrtton «»■*■»— 1, **Dsnvsr (19-1- 
452-267); Z Ssaets (7-7-324 j59ie 3. Oak- 

BtrtSwSrtrtS' lV DUllas 
2. Arizona (7-7-290-346); 3. NY Gtoflis 
16-3239-292). Cmmrt Dhrialem 1, fMln- 
nesois 113-1-460-270); 2. Green Bay (9-5- 
369-384): A Tampe Bay (7^-363-375). 
West— nivtolBiii 1, 'AOenia (19-3- 
380-366): 2, 'Ssn Franeisoo (10-3- 
396-272): 3. New Oriesne (0-6-386-295). 
r»CtlncMd plsiKiff berth: fBCltortied 
Division tWe; ’-eCliMhud C u i d we ut e 
Ude|. 


lee Hockey 


SUPMHBAOUU CaidM 2 ManchoslBr .1 
(M): Shstnelo 4 Ayr s (el). 
aaimsH HAnoMAL tsAcuB Sdin- 
burgh 1 FHe Z Gulldtord 6 Msley 0: Petar- 
borough 5 Slough 3. 

HHU Phliadalphia 2 EdmoiHon 2 (oi): Ana- 
helm a Los Angeles 0; Chicago 2 DaUas 2 
let). I.ssdtog efimllnaw Fsilin Con- 
fsTSHeat Werthonst DtoWese 1, Biiilslo 
(W1S, LS. T5. GF73. GA45. PltSS): Z 
Toronto 116-11-226-0^24): 3. Bostott 
(12-8-627-61-00). nniiilln OMataHi 1. 
New Jersey (17-7^2-61-67-27); Z PMIadei. 
pnia (13-9-0-73-64-32]; 3. Pittsburgh 
(11-7i^-7S^-29). SeMnaaet DIatotoiL 1. 
Carollns (I3-11-5-77.27-21}; 3, Ptorida 
(9-11-B26-74-94): 3. WasMiigUn (8-16-> 
57-74-19). Werteni Ogotaraaoei Ceiilial 
P Mri ani ), DeirMt (16-10-1-67-66-33): 2. 
St Lftuie (9-9-623-53-24); 3. NeshvHle 
(10-14.323-60-33) NevBHncI MvMem 
1. Edmonton (i»-i3-»23-77-89): Z Coto- 
rado (13-1^-^69-7^-2a)i 3. Calgary 
tii.i6-2-7r-ao-34}. PnoWe PIv IM om i, 
FluMnih (17-3-3-68-07-37); 3, Dallas 
I1B2-5-7424-S7). 3. Anaheim (11-11-6- 
65-622S). 


Alpine Skiing 


WORLD CUP (Sestrlere. D): M 
LanAvg pteotaBs (flrst leg); l.FCJagge 
(Nor) USTsec; 2, T Stangsselnger (Ain) 
53X6: 3, J K06ir (SMven) St& 4. P 8our> 
geai (Fr) 6«41; 6, O C Furuaeth (Nor) 
04X0; 6. I4F Buraas (Nor) 64X7; 7, K A 
Asimdl (Nor) 54.79; A 5 Anriez (Fr) 63 06; 
9. C Meyer (Aut) S5.1S; 10. F Temi (it) 
59 73. 


Fixtures 


(7.45 unless stated) 

Football 


PA CUPi Vsaend raimd mplipet Bten(- 
ferd V Oldftem: BrisM Rvrs w EwIor Lt^ 
ton Orient v KlngMonlan; Man City v Dor- 


Bngnn; PtymouSi v wycembr, HeUier h em 
V Hocnd s le; RuAden a Cmecide v Don- 
caster; Wigan v Notts County. 


SundBrisnd v Crystal Psleco. 

SCOTTISH UAOUb TIM DMrtom 
Stonhousemiilr v Brechin {730}. 
OOHHHEliew BStrew v Soulhparl 


(Sutsofmr V wiMitiy Tn (730): Runcorn v 
LanenMor (730). FM DMalGm Biws- 
cough V Oroytoden (730); INeai Hsnwod 
Tn V Ashton UM (730); Metlecfc Tn v H>rr» 
gate Tn (730); StodciMdga PS v Faraiav 
Canto (730). SM CNtoloh Cap, Isaied 
lemidi Cestowcid Ta v Bradtord PA (730): 
Unooln UM V ttoeknaffl Tn (730). Lsagus 
CfteDsiree CiA Soeead roiBrt Wtarksep 
Tn w Frtekley AOi (730). “—nil rnmil 
rsplsm WInstofd UM v WMon Alb (730). 
~ “ AABrtnc- 


hem V Letgh RU (730). 


Brofidey v SI Atoms. S ooond Ptohd um 
Bensieed Ath v (Mvenhos Th (730): Bark- 
ing v Mat Pollee (730): Edgwere Tn v Tooc- 
tog A MHeham (73q: Kungerterd Tn v 
Windsor a Eton (73Q): Ullgliluii Tn v Mer- 
low (730). Ttod ntvtotowT East Tbwroek 
Utd V Cambertey Ta (73(9: Lewes « Claiv 
ton (730). VftndtoMl ' nup h y i Seoead 
roimto Thame IM v Cheltom St Pater 
(730). PiiM Cam Sseonrl rwimdi BeriU 
ttoniaiBd Th v AyMabwy Utd (730); Che- 
shun Utd V Da gstd iam 31 Re db rid ge (7.30); 
lUwtoh I land St v Henaeoa 1730): Enitold 

V Bshop’e StorDord (730); Uxbridge v HIn 
chin Tn (730). 

DR MARTINS LXABUe Co^ FIm^ 
iwd. aenowd lew Mineaton Bar v Alh- 
erstene Utd (730). aEAwd DMatom Sw- 
lotd Rngis « RC Waraiek (730). 

N-W TRAINS LBAOUNi Cupi Firm 
wimidi Mewiey v Atoamn CqIs (73(4. 
Seeead reuBdi Seseep NE V CheadI* Tn 
(730). 

ARNOTT INBURAMCR HONTNERN 
LEAOttM Fkwt PIvMnia Chestor La 
Street v ShUdon (730); Canseit v Newca^ 
He BS (730); Bosingioii v BUlInghem Syn 
(730); GuHb orougi) Tn v Seum ShMda 
(730); Jwrow ReaUng v PenrIBi (730): 
Marake UM v BWeMss (730); west Auck- 
land V Morpam Tn (730). 

NORTHmN COMRIRB lAir UAOUM 
Cepi ThM remiM Armttnrpe Wet v Tad- 
eaater Alb (7.S(H: Arnold Tn v Hanogeie 
Railway (73^ Btodm « ttorUl Forrlby UM 
(730): Omaby UM v ShatBaid (730); 
Maitby Mem v oeaan Alb (730): Oaseo Tn 

V Heiiam ( 730); Selby To V Rimetraa Cots 
(730): Tiiecktey v (Mrtortb To (7X9. 
SeRBNFIX DIRRCT LEaiWISt Pimidni 
DIvIslem Tmiltiiin UM » DiiBliwaH uh 
(730. 

PQHTINS LRAOUHi FIrdt Olwtalnm 
GfilRBby V Weet Brom {7Xf). S ieewd Dlw- 
hdam Bradtord C v LMCObi (ZO); Scar- 
boroogh v aufvpmi [y.o], 

AVON INSUIUNCI COMBINATIONi 
lira BMelem BoaraemaMh v CbaNea 
(730); OPR V TiDaaniiBm423). 


Rugby League 

MmumeNAij sesamri snMame v 
Franca Siudams (23, wmi M SdoOend) 


Ice Hodny 

London v NotHnohmi 


(7J3. 


• The tormar Le Mens a t Hour Race wln- 
nars Micfiato Altmrato and Lauram Aiello 
wfll apaarhaad Audi's IMI BtssMt on the 
evem fie» year. Aibereio or Itoly won at Le 
tdera In 1967 while Om B eii Uuns n Atetki, 
who will drivw tar Nlassn In Ods year's 
BrWsh Touting Cw ClianMcnshlp. eiw 
toyed euecees alongeHe Britein'e Alton 
McMsh mil year. 

Tney woi be tohiad In the two-ear team 
by Oannmyh Frank Bleta. winner el the 
BTCC In 1966, and Vvm MiiHer, the 
Franehmm who c o n i p a ki d tor Audi In ttito 
yesr'a BrWsh series. "Pilots thei already 
iiBva experieiKa ol Lo Mena are vlisL" 
sold Dr wetigafig uiirieh. Audi's head el 
oporL "Pm Gonwineed we hove the right 
mix In our dchrer squad. IPs tmportam tor 
me drivers to be perieedy iwmeMsed." 
The 1909 Le Mens 3 44 to ur Rees takes 
pUoe on Juna 12-13 wim pre-quamying on 
May Z 


• Sri Lanka's salmmino team manogar 
Rtzvl FMIto Zain died ol heart tolliire et me 
Asian Gomes In Bangkok (restorOey. FuiUa 
Zain was token III wMie ehopMng yearn- 
day and oMtorlanced cheat paine. He saw 
a doctor at the athleun' vuioge and wai 
Ir an aierred to hosp«ai where he died. The 
Aslan Gamas commiRea said orrengm 
menie were being made to tty hto bM 
heme toet WgliL 


• CeroM hove tmsatoned to wlihdraw 
tram 9 m Swolae Cup untou they are 
Mlewotf to change the dM et Sehi^y'B 
aehedulad tourm-round He against Lien- 
dovary. CardM. who face wa^ On Sum 
day. say they cannot play as me Arm 
Park Is unavailable due to buiMlng work. 
But the Wotoh Rugby Unton iteve soM (he 
match must go aheed. Cwdiira cMM 6xac- 
uthie Gerem Davies sbM: "If there m« 
GBse. wo win witridraw." 


• The batsman end Iringe Test player 
Darren Lehmann was nunod capum at an 
Australlqn side to ptay England m a tour- 
say niaKh 111 Hobart etortlrqi on Smuntoy 
Lehmarm. eapiain of the Soum Auetrehe 
sttto Bide, wiB have me Wostorn Aueiralla 
wieketiwepar Adam Qllchrlsl ne Me deputy 
In a sidQ vrtileii Inehidoe nlnii players wnn 
Tbw expononce. Austrsna'e ootoenrs in- 
Mded ton hopoitos Metoww eiboe. Crm 
B leweiL Michoel Kaspro w lez end Paul 
Rental tar mo matoh 


• Tiger Wkiads will end 1996 os worid 
No. 1. deposing Qrag Norman who vroa top 
gtotor tor mo pasi itireo years. VtorM rank- 
^ released yosteniay showed Woods 
IM a doer toed ovor nis toiiow American 
Merit O'Meara who won tno Sriitoh Open 
M Bw UgsMn. David Duval, snoirier 
AmariBHi. vms mird, Norman, out ol the 
gome tot seven menthe this vow with e 
snouMer Injury, hntohsd iWi irt the rei*- 
togs eno lost to Wtoods on ihe finel gravi 
w s sirqjies match si mo Prosldtma dm 
onSuAdey. 


Ice Hockey 


Krainz adds 
to Knights’ 
armour 


VIcBatdiakiDr 


T he first-year growing 
pains of the London 
Kni^ts look set to continue 
when they entertain third- 
placed Nottingham Panthers 
tn tonight’s Superleague 
game at London Arena. 

Kni^ts slumped to the bot- 
tom without playing over tho 
weekend. Sheffield moved 
above them on goal difibrence 
despite losing 5^ in overtime 
at home to Ayr. Shawn Byr- 
am's second goal of the game, 
four minutes into Ihe sudden- 
death session, was decisive. 

But help is at hand for the 
Injury-hit London squad. The 
3p-year-old Austrian intema- 
tiotioi defenceman Martin 
Krainz, signed from EC Kla- 
genfurter. will make his 
debut tonight. 

“He’s pbyed in a couple of 
World Championships and nt 
the LUlehammer Olympics. 
He's a good, solid defenceman 
who gets the job done without 
ftps,’’ said the Knights' cmch 
Jim Puyarchuk. adding th-tt 
jmth six pla>’Grs still injured, 
Thursday's game -igalnst 
Shield saw them only able 
to deploy three dcfoncemen. 

His first-choice goalie 
Sonny Mlgnaccarcmnins 
apong the injured, so M,*irk 
Cavallin continues with the 
British youngster Ken Wolh- 
erspoon ns his buck-up. 

Fuynrchuk sakl of Wother- 
spoon; "He's worked really 
frtrd at practice nnd done weU. 
Maybe he’s one for the Punue.** 


Sport in brief 

Boxing . 


Cluvlie Shepherd is to free 
Jackie Gungaluza of South 
Africa for the vacant Com- 
monweaith super-feather- 
weight title in the British 
champion’s home town of 
Carlisle on January 22. 

Top of the umiercard Is an 
eliminator for the British 
bantamweight title betwe« 
Bury’s Adcy Lewis and Ian 
Turner of Cardiff. 


GoK 

Tim Howland, who helped 
build successful Asian and 
Australian PGA Tburs, - was 
named yesterd.'i)' ns the new 
chief executive of the Euro- 
pean LPGA, writes Elsptah 
Burnside. The 36-year-old 
replaces Terry Conies, who left 
the post in March last year. 

Cricket 

Worcestershire's Phil New- 
port is to retire at the ntd uf 
next season to teach grogni- 
phy. Ute %-year-oid howler, 
who pinyed thiw Test-s for 
Bntdond. will join his former 
county enptnin Tim (htrrls ni 
Worcester Rn>’al Grammar 
School in the uutunui. 


Rugby League 

Salford Rocte iwvo signed Cav\ 
Briggs, the nut-of-wntrart 
Wakefield Trinity huir-b.vk. 
on a one-yttar deal. 

Snoeker 

The women’s world champion 
Kelly lusher failoU to qualifji' 
for the final stages noNt 
year's World Ch:iRil>Uu\.siup. 
winning her opening two 
matches at the quaiineni in 
Hnsel Grove while dropping 
only three frames but then 
losing &-1 to (ho 20<ye,irridd 
Welsh anudeur Tim English. 
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I A crldtet’B gov* 

l/X/erninfE body, the la- 

V ¥ lematlomd CrMwt 

ConodU dared to teen one 
dlstnisHUl eye lowordx the 
cancer of matcb-rlgging 
yesterday by promising to 
latmch an Ixtquiry. 

Jagmohan Ualnriya, icCs 
president, stirred hopes 
that four years of spelling 
nefdecc night be about to 
end by advocating the ap- 
pointment or an ICC com- 
mission next month to in* 
vvstigato all aspectR of bet- 
ting corrupUnn. 

’Tt Is time for the ICC to 
step In as these aUegattons 
are spreading like a wild 
infection.” Dalmlya said. 
”lf anybody is found guilty 
then stringent action 
shODld be taken. The ICC 
will act decisively and not 
allow the issue to be swept 
under the carpet-” 

Dalmlya promised that 
’’all posable data” would 
be available for discussion 
at a meeting of the ICCs 
execntlve committee In 
Chrtstchurcb on January 

II and 12. 

Pakistan'.^ Judicial In- 
quity is close to announc- 
taig a verdict which could 
implicate as many as five 
pla>Trs, among them the 
former captain SoUm Mal- 
ik, In the Aslan bookmak* 
ers' match-fixing racket. 

The Australians Mark 
Waugh and Sbane W’ame 
who accused Salim of at- 
tempted bribery four years 
ago ~ have been sum- 
monsed to give evidence in 
Lahore on Saturday. 

The Australian Cricket 
Board admitted last week 
that Waugh and Wame had 
bemi secretly fined for ac- 
eoptlng payments from 
Asian bookmakers for 
”piltcli and weather infor- 
mation.” It was shortly 
after that association that 
Salim allegedly approached 
them to throw a match. 


T he second Test bctWLkcn 
Pakistan and ZimbabuT- 
ended in a draw ofier fug pre- 
vented pUiy on the Tuud day 
in Lahore yesterday. 

"It's a big relief, hut U'e 
would have liked to haLO ha(i 
some cridtet,” said the Zim- 
babwe captain .MisLair Camp- 
bell after the umpires call^ 
off play because of poor 
visibility. 

The F^istan captain Mnin 
Khan was thus denied a 
chance to level the scries in 
which Zimbabwe arc one up 
after a scvcn-wicket win in 
the first Test ‘‘We are really 
disappointed that 'weather de- 
stroj’ed our efforts to win 
here,” he said. 

Zimbabwe -ts without 
loss in their second inning.*:, 
trailli^ Pft^stan by 9-i runs, 
going into the last day. 

The third and final Test 
starts at Falsalabad on 
Thursday. 
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Football 

Vieira 
cleared 
of assault 
charge 


Martin Thorpe 

sees Arsenal player 
given £20,000 fine 
for V-sigh to crowd 


P ATRICK VlSmA’s 
poor disciplinary^ re* 
cord reeei'ved an- 
other Uack mark yes- 
terday when the French 
World Ciq> winner was fined 
a record £20,000 hy a Football 
Association commisnon ibr 
making a V-slgn to the a-owd 
at the end of Arsenal's game 
at StaeCBeld Wedn^day in 
S^rtember. 

The 2Z'yearold Tni dfff »lder 
was, however, deared of as- 
saulting a policeman in die 
timnd after the bad-tempoed 
Premiership watrti at H«na . 
bron^ — the gaw*** game in 
which PauZo Di CanJo mfa . 
mously pushed the referee 
Paul Alcock to the grouncL 
It was Vieira’s involvement 
in the bnlld-up to that inci- 
dent which evenhially led to 
him making the V-sign, in 
response, he told the FA Com- 
mission, to racial abuse firom 
some in the crowd. 

Even so. Vieira was fined 
£20,000, a joint record fbr a 
player, altboc^ meredy a 
week’s wages to the FTendi- 
man who was also wsimed 
about his future conduct hy 
the three-man f«Tmmiget«n ^ 
Barry Br^it (tf'the Kent FA, 
die Oldham Athletie chair- 
man Ian Stott anH the 'Sm- 
rin gilnnshir e FA (tfficjal IVfeU- 
riee Armstrong. 

The Frenchman yesterday 

plogflod g iTitty to TnaTeinp th» 

V-s^n. SO one presame£i the 
bulk of the icnir-hour hearing 
was spent deciding mi the as- 
sault charge. 

Three pblJce t^oers gave 
evidence, but boA Vieira and 
his manager Aiaw Wmger, 
who Tntnessed the mddent, 
vehemently denied any mali- 
cious asBanlt, and the com- 
mission eventually agreed. 

' ^As he went down die. tun- 
nel he felt hhnadf grabbed 
femn behind by an unknown 
assailant.” eiQdained the FA 


spokesman Steve Double. *Tie 
said he had broken free with- 
out realising it was a police 
officer. 

**The commission heard 
supporting evidence from 
club (tfOdals, tririnrfing the 
Arsenal manager Arsene 
Wenger. 

“The commission ruled 
that Vleha was guilty of mis- 
condnct hi rdation to the ges- 
tures to the c rowd but not 
gunty in . relation to azgy at- 
tend assault ggviwaf ^ police 
officer. Patrick has apolc^ 
^sed to the cwnmisska over 
tiio conduct.** 

The crowd's anger towards 
Vieira stemmed firom the feet 
that he had gone unpunished 
by the referee d^tte starting 
the incident wh^ led to Di 
Canto's StamiaBil 

In the 44th Vlrixa 

pulled the shirt of the Shef- 
field Wednesday midfielder 
Wim Jonfc who reacted zjy 

flatltng his arm out hahtwH 
hbn to f^id off Vieira, and In 
doing so pulled the French- 
man to the ground. 

DI Canto remonstrated with 
Vieira, who moved out of the 
spotlight as a 

Arsenal’s Afertln Eeown tried 
to break up the but 

accidently caught Di Canto in : 
the fece, resulting in the Itat | 
ian striker iri<^trfwg Eeown in 

f>ia ahfTi 

As Di Canto was shown the 
red card, he poshed Alcock to 
the ground eventually 

received an ll- mateh han. 
Shown was also sent off — 
though that was later over- 
turned — but no aetkm was 
tqfam against Vieira or Jook. 

After ye s ter da y's Tuwring 
Superintendent John Don' 
nelly insisted that there 
would be no civil action 
brought against Vi^xa as a 
result of the verdict 

Meanwhile, the Premier 
League are considering 
stattoaing fburtti 
in the trmnpi at flill-time to 
heto prevent rfactmn involv- 
ing idayers- 

Testmrlay they announced 
find thdr refeiees' officer, 
Philip Don, is currently 
revie w in g the sxtnatian at 
premiHBblp grounds. 






Qrtlral awr . . . Fatrirft Vlejra afb-r the FA wrniTnindQw hixii-hig in BiimTiiEham ywrferdfty 
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1 Vieira and the referees 
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Angoafe Joins Arsenal lor 
£3.5ndlon fircan MRwl 
S ageambaR Booked on tiifl 
league debut In a 2-4] win at 
Mkkfiesfaroijgh. 

Hqa Hnfshes season wAh 12 
booMnge. 

1997-98 

Octobers One of five players 
booked agrimt Qystal Raiaoa 
Janu^ akeady booked once, 
he swears at the referee BtBve 
Lodge and Is sent off against 
Couentry City. 


Peliiiiaijf. Owen a second yet- 
kjw card for loulr^ Graerrre La 
Same and b sent off in Coca- 
Cola Oup semi-fina} defeat by 
Chetoea. 

MwibrKldgoutatlanPBBjce 
during FA Cup quarter-firwJ 
agaimt West Ham incident 
goes teoaerg. 

Mqp Hnbhea season wfth a 
. chacTv4atishk>w<nnws tuedBL 
FA Cup vAviecs medal ptU8 
10 yeliow and two red cards. 
Junes Wins the World Ojp wftfi 
I France, setting up Arsenal taarrv 


mate Emmamid Petit for the 
third goal in the 3*0 Min against 
Brazi b the fvwL 

199 0 99 

OoptareberSto Accused of 
malting offensive gestures to the 
crowd, and dashing with police 
In the turDBl following a contiu- 
vwsbl 1-0 defeat against Shef- 
field Wednesday — a game that 
also saw Martin Keown and 
Paob fe Canto sent off. 
Septanbar 30: Booked 
agolrwt Panathinaitos. following 
earlier Champions Laaguecau- 


I tfcminLerB;hethusini8sa5the 
' critical 1-1 home draw with Dy- 
namo Kiev. 

O cto be r 7s Charged with irto- 
oonduct by the FA 
Peciemhat-Sbc bookings so far 
In the season — three In Cham- 
pions League, three in 
PrerrmrsHp. 

Ta«al II 999-oqc Two rad 
cania; 99 yeOOBf cards 

(SfriceAisdnaMfengertoofrovar' 
at HBghbutyb} August 1996, 
Arsenal pferyers have cofisciad 
15 red cardsj- 


I . . * * ^ 

tfelmer set to sign for Liverpool 


L IVERPOOL’S lengthy 
search ibr a centrsil de- 
fender is likely to end 
this week with the signing of 
the reflected German inter- 
national Thomas Hdmer. 

The as-year-old is eipechiid 
to move to Anfi^ within 72 
horns after being told b;y his 
dub Bayern Mimich that he 
can leave on a firee transfbr. 

‘There were one or two 
things which had to be 
deared up but the decision is 
now Thomas'^ be can leave 
for nothing.** said a Bacyem 
official yesterday. 

If Hebner can cmnplebe con- 
tractual negotiatioDS and a 


Rugby Union 


medical In time he may make 
his debut <m Saturday, when 
Shefliidd Wednesday vimt An- 
flekL Hdmer is ISk^ to sign 
a deal until the end of tbe 
seasem but with the (^on of ! 
a hiciatlve extension should j 
he prove a success. 

'Ae Uveipodl manager I 
rard Hbullier will tomotrow . 
assess tbe potential of an- 
other defender,, the Cameroon 
international Rigobert Song 
who has been on trial at An - 1 
' field for three days. j 

Stmg will play in a hehind- 1 
closed-doors ftiendly and i 
could well move firom the Ital- ' 
Ian club Salemitana if he im- 1 
presses HouHIer. I 

Charlton’s Mike Salmon ! 
has waDced out of Oxford i 


after one match, tbe 7-1 
»>irag>iiTig by Btcxnlngham, 
their record home defeat. The 
goalkeeper, who had been out 
of tte game for mnntha 
with a cruciate injury, was 
meant to stay at Oxf^ on 
loan for a month but returned 
to The Valley yesterday, 
when he also admitted he 
should have stopped three of 
the Blnnin^iam goals. 

Bristol have signed the 
Hungarian ViZmos S^iok for 
around £400,000. ’The 25-year- 
edd defender, who has 20 caps, 
is awaiting a work permit 
however, astA wSl not make 
his debut imtil the new year. 

SheQleld Wednesday are 
hoping to sign ^ul hartley 
and Craig McBwan ftom 


Sbansky put into touch 


lanIMfn 


C LIVE WOODWARD 
yesterday gave Joel 
Stransky’s hopes of 
playing for Rngferid in n^ 
autumn’s World Cup Ihe firm- 
est of hand-oEfe. 

The Leicester £ly-half. 
whose drop goal won ttie 1996 
World Cup Ibr South Ajfiica. 
would become eiigiblei tex 
Bi^land from next Septem- 
ber. three yeaus aftmr. his 
Sprii^bok career aided. 

But, despite the shortage of 
quality home-grown Noe 10s, 
the England r oFc b said:, *V I 
was asked whether I would 
choose him for World Cup 
19S9, ihe answer is basically 
no. 

‘T would have to be very 


desperate to do so and I would 
him only with the 
greatest reLuctance and with 
huge reservatUms. If I had to, 
it would be a very sad day for 
Binpiiah rugby. But I would 
never say never to aityOiiag. 
•liiere mi^t actually a 
time when there are - no 
Bin giiah stand-ofife playing to 
tbe Premiership and then my 
hand misht he forced. 

‘Eut 1 prefer .to pick only 
EngUsh-^ualiSodpilayers who 
have not appeared for another 
country. You can't, compare 
Joel’s case wttii lufike Catt 
Afllce was not a pro rugby 
piiqniir when he came hare. Ha 
goalified throng parents and 
above as had not been capped 
by South Africa. 

“We have mors rttgl^ pl^ 
gfs ^han any other countzy in i 


the woridand if we 060*1 find 
stand-<^ or any other posi- 
tions. with our own qualified 
playere in tbe normal way 
then tt wUl be a bad day fiv 
our game. 

“Once - we started going 
down the Stransby road we 
would easily find tbe Engliah 
national team filled with 
older idayers who have fin- 
ished Test careers to their 
own country and served the 
necessary quaUficatirm.” 

Stransiy’s last Test was in 
Augi^ 1996. Currently- in- 
Jux^ his Steady fiy^ialf play 
has hefoed Leicester to tbe 
top of tte Fremiersh4>. He 
qualifies thmiigh his grand- 
parests and a three-year gap 
etoro his last aHwatrance ibr 
South Africa, He would be 32 
by fbo next World Ciq). 


Cycling 

Festina trio given light ban for drug taking 


WBHam Pothefin gham 

BIVE mmiths after they 
Twere thrown off the Tour 
de France over doplx^ a HgB*' 
.tiODs, Festina’s Laurent Bro- 
' chard, Christopbe Moreau 

and Dldier Rous were banned 

hy the French Cycling Feder- 
ation (EFO yesterday. 'They 
will luk be permitted to race 
.until April 30^ 1999. 

All three confessed to p<«^ 
- in July tiiat they had used the 
benhed.petformamce honnona 
erythropoietin, which, boosts 


the led-blood cell count Thelr 
confesstoDS remained sub Ju- 
Ota even though a police 
gonzee leaked them to the 
press — and this meant tbe 
FFC was unable to use them to 

disciidine the riders. 

Yesterday, the EEC said the 
TiaTig were possible- now. be- 
cause of "new dements which 

communicated to 
them by the riders'’. Presum- 
ably the riders owned -tfo to 
♦airing dni^ on the q:aid pro 
QUO that thdr bans would not 
he draconian. l!he.new season | 
starts to early February, eo , 


they win miss only .three 
months* racing. 

The fonner team leader 
Ktfihard Vlrenque has de- 
dared that be was giving up 
cycling a week ago. 

The next team to be iuvesti- 
gatsd win he ttie Bpahfeh 
ONCE squad. Results of teste 
on suhstasees seised from tbe 
team in.July wSl'be released 
by the Invmdgadng judge to 
Lille on Thursday. Legal 
sources have Indicated that 
BPO and a new performance 
enhancer, perfiuoroearbon, 
were not foimd. 


Raitb Rovers for a combined 
fee of £700,000. The Scottish 
Under2L totermuioimls are 
on trial at Hillsborough and 
the Scottish First Division 
duh are keen to reduce losses 
close to £20 jXX) a week. 

9 Sbeffldd United and Swin- 
don have been fined by the 
Football Association 
following a mam brawl dur- 
ing their Fixat Division matoh 
at Bramall Lane in August 
Both clubs were found : 
guilty of falling to control ' 
play^' Swindon irare fined i 
£20,000 with half of it sus- 
pended until the end oC next 
season and the Blades were 
mdered to pay £5,000, again 
with half of it snapped until 
the end of that season. 


Motor Sport 

A rally rule 
revolution to 
woo TV fans 

David Wmiaina 

T he FXA. governing body 
of toterutional motor 
sport, has approved the 
most fundamental role 
changes in tiie history of 
tile world rally champlon- 
sbJp In an attempt to secure 
extra Revision coverage 
foTtbe^wrt 
From the year 2000, extra 
pmals wOi be awarded for 
the . last special stage of 
most rallies, with three 
points for festest time, two 
for second and one for 
third. At the moment the 
rally victor makes do with 
10 points. 

Drivers who have already 
retired from the rally 'win 
be allowed to join in, even 
swapping to spare cars. The 
hope is that the eqaivalent 
of a penalty dioot-ont will 
attract five edv^ge on a 
Snnday aftoznoon. 

It may be baffling and 
ente rtaiwtog in equal mea- 
sure, becaiue the TV stage- 
winner Would get as many 
points as the dzlver who 
comes fourth, even if he 
does not finish the rally. 

The move was not dJ^ 
enssed vtith tile teams (who 
pay a re^stration fee of 
2200,000 apiece) or’wlth the 
FlA's own RalUes 
Commission. 

*T*m concerned about it 
di s tor tin g the result of tbe 
championship,,'* said 
Andrew Cowan, director of 
tiie world champton team 
BQtsabialiL 


McCann’s transfer to Rangers 
rekindles sectarian talk in Glasgow 

N eil McCann’s £2 mil- 1 soever," he said. Tm a 
lion transfer from Rangers snpporter now and 


Hearts to Rangers may 
have been common knowl- 
edge fbr a week, bat he still 
cz’e a ted a stir when com- 
pleting the move yesterday, 
urritasPtixnAGlain. 

The winger’s Catholic 
background prompted 
qnestions that have not 
bees heard since Graeme 
SonnesB departed from 
Bangers’ discrimination 
pcdlcy in 1989. Since then. 
Catholic players have 
flowed fireely, tiioogh they 
have all beu foreignere. 
McCann’s enUstmenL how- 
ever, was regarded as 
different 

*T had no missdvings what- 


soever," he said. Tm a 
Rangers snpporter now and 
when I pull on tbe bine jer- 
sey. 1 will give this club all 
I have.’* 

McCann may make his 
debut against Hearts at 
Tynecastle on Saturday, 
bnt Rangers’ problems are 
in defence. Lorenzo Amor- 
nso has a heavily s tr apped 
Mwfcte, the ftill-baife Azlbor 
Bnman also has an ankle 
iirjniy and the centzwJ de- 
fender Scott Wilson is 
snspended. 

St Mirren have ended 
their manager Tony Pitxr 
Patrick’s second spell in 
(diarge of the club. His 
sacking came after Satur- 
div’9 5-1 defeat by Airdrie. 


American Football 


Broncos perfect record 
ends with Giants killing 


Mark Tran bi Netw Yoifc 

J OHN ELWAY and the Den- 
ver Broncos finally ran 
out of miracles against a New 
York Giants Ozat u^et 
the starstudded side striving 
to be only the second team to 
NTI, history to achieve a per- 
fect season. 

1116 Broncos have lived 
dangerously recently but few 
exp^ed them to yfdd tiieir 
unbeaten record to tbe strug- 
gling Giants, trytog to stay 
alive for the piay-oife. Never a 
fancy team, the Giants frus- 
trated the Broncos through- 
out the afteruora and even 
thou^ Denver bad the ball 
for much of tbe first half, tb^ 
could not convot their supe- 
riority into points. 

When tile cruneb eamfe in 
the fourth quarter. It was 
Kent Graham, the ^moung 
Giants' quarterback, who 
made the big plays that sunk 
the Broncos 20-16. 

Denver had one last chance, 
bat a victory would have been 
rou^ Justice indeed on a 
tenacious Giants tefl m. In a 
last-gasp drive, the Broncos 
took over with 48 seconds left, 
Elway managed to take them 
to the New York 30snd sent a 
pass towards a scrum of play- 
ers is tbe end ao&a but a 
Giant deflected tbe ballto 
safety, ending the contest 
Tou’re nervons until tbe 
last ball hits the ground.” 
said Mike Straban. the 
Giants' defensive end. 
'Everybody knows about that 
Elway magic.” 

Tbe ma gic worked earlfer 
as Elway drove the Broncos 


76 yards In seven plays, be- 
fore his work was capp^ by a 
27'yard touchdown run from 
TerreD Davis. 

Davis’ touchdown gave tbe 
Broncos a 16-13 lead witii 4 
minutes left and it seemed as 
if Denver would eke out a vic- 
tory bnt the Giants’ defence 
did not buckle and quarter- 
Graham, not even tbe 
Giants’ flzst choice at the 
start of tbe season, mar- 
shalled a drive worthy of the 
great Elway hiznsdL 

After an electrifring 23- 
yard scramble up tiie middle. 
Graham launehpd the ban 
towards tbe right comer of 
tbe zone, where Amanl 
Toomer. his receiver.beat 
’Tito Paulto tbe hall and kept 
his feet in bounds for tbe win- 
ning 37-yard score. 

Mike Shanahan, the 
Broncos coarii, tried to put a 
positive spin on a loss that 
shattered his side's is^iame 
winning steak and their 
hopes of equalling the Miami 
Dolphins* perfect 1972 season. 

The last couple of games, 
we have not been playing like 
we did earlier in the season,” 
be said. ‘'Hopefiilly, this game 
will be a wake-np call for us .” 

It was a terrific day for New 
York’s sides as the Jets beat 
tile MioTiii Dolphins 21-16. In 
downing .the Dolphins, tbe 
Jets qualfry for the piayotfe 
in anothOT triumidi for Bill 
FaredUs. who took over as 
coach only two years ago. 

Ihe second play^ position 
in the AFC East is still up for 
grabs wtth tbe Dolphins and 
the Buffalo who 

thrashed the Oakland Raiders 
44-41, tied fbr seccxid place. 
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Bosman feels 
pain of life on 
the outside 


Stephen Bales in 

Batsselsonasaga 
that has served to 
fill others' pockets 


T he MAN more respon- 
sible than any otber 
for tbe shape of mod- 
em football does not 
play any more. 

Under other circumstances. 
Jean-Marc Boenum, tbe man 
whose lanfenark judgmeiit in 
the BoFopean Goun of Justice 
three years ago today 
the face of the game, 
would be just coming to the 
end of his playing career. 

AS 34. though, the fonner 
RTC Liege midfielder’s last 
professional game was nearly 
a decade ago. Even if he chose 
to tom out, local amateur 
trams would be wary of mak- 
ing use of his talent. He Is 
regarded throughout the 
world offootbaU as a trouUe- 
maker he remains unem- 
plciyrt. A quiet man. he had 
no ether skills and had de- 
voted hie life to foothall since 
be was a teenager. 

Tbe nearest he gets to foot- 
ball these days is aratching 
the odd match cm television. 
“I can tell h still hurts. I see it 
when he watches soccer,” 
said his mother Angele. 

Re plaja a bit cf tennis, jogs 
every day. goes skiing, drinks 
a bit and waits intenninably 
for his case finally to be 
settled and compensation 
agreed in the Belgian courts. 

“It drags on and on. I hope 
to have something now 
around tbe end of the month. 

I have no bitterness left in 
me,” he *q have no in- 
tention of going back to soc- 
cer. I just don’t want to get 
into the system aeaiu-” 

There are rumours that his 
chief protagonist, Uefa, may 
be (Kvpated for an oot-of- 
coort settkmenL It has previ- 
ously tedd the Brigian football 
federation — Bosnian's offi- 
cial cpponent ~ that tf It set- 
tles it will get no money firom 
Uefa. 

Now it seems Fifa and its 
new prraident Sepp Blatter 
may be q[uJetly exerting some 
pressure to get tbe matter 
over and dooe with. If a setUe- 
ineait goestinaugh the coiirtB. 
tt could stiB take yean yet 
Bosnian was tbe man who 
took on tbe coottoental foot- 
ball ^rscem and won. 

It all started a decade ago 
when be fell out with his (dub 
and wanted a transfer to Ihm- : 
ketque in tbe Frendi League. 

When tbe deal fell through 
because RFC Liege demanded 
too much money — tbe equiv- 
alent of £500,000 — they de- 
cided that instead of releas- 
I ing him from his contract, 

: they would keep him in foot- 
ball slavery. 

They put him on a quarter 
salary but did not play him 
and insisted on tidung up 
their option to retain bis ser- 
vices even at tbe end of his 
ooatracL 

Bftgnian took them all tbe 
way to the European court be- 
cause of tbe technical loop- 
hole that he would have been 
taking bis emptoyinent across 
an EU border bad hl$ wish to 
play for tbe Frencb club not 
fallen through. It took him 
five years. 

Tbe historic judgment that 


Overseas football 


' foggy December day In Lnz- 
embourg ruled that the dub 
: bad acted in restraint of bis 
I freedom of movement as an 
i EU cititiu. 

The consequencea, with 
which football and otber 
sports are still camlng to 
terms, mean that players 
, have greater freedom to nego- 
tiate their own contracts, to 
lake their skills elsewlKre 
without compensation when 
their time expires and that 
j clubs are aUe to play as many 
I EU foreigners In a team as 
I the)' wish. 11 Is still an unwel- 
' come Judgmem for tbe powers 
that be. 

A few days before the 
. reached court Uefe quietly of- 
fered Bosman 20 mllUon Bel- 
gian francs — the equivalent 
' af£300,000 — todropthe caw. 
i He refixsed. All right, they 
: said in effect, see you In 
' court. 

RFC Uege went bust. Bos- 
man is stUl waiting for that 
compensation settlement: 
probably about tbe same 
amount a.s Uefa origbudly of- 
fered. Enough to live on 
quietly. Tbe Belgian courts 
grind even more slowly 
towards their declsioas than 
others In the EU — as Uefa 
cynically understood when It 
withdrew Its secret deal 


‘I can tell it still 
hurts. I see it 
when he 
watches 
soccer,’ said 
his mother 
Angele 


It Is not quite true that Bos- 
man has received no money 
firom toe case. Footballers’ 
associatioiis, inriudlng rho ee 
in England, have quietly 
passed hiwi donations. 

There was even an interna- 
; tlonal benefit matrii for iiiiw 
last summer In LiUe. A couple 
of thousand qiectators turned 
up. It didn't make any money. 

Bosman has, howc^. been 
aUe to aflbrd to buy himself a 
Porsche — the most obvious 
symbol of a footballer’s worth 
— and to move out of his 
parents’ converted garage in 
the suburbs of Liege into a 
bouse just outside town, 

A Bdgian sports players’ 
trade union esUed Sport and 
Freedom has recently 
launched a ftxnd-raising ap- 
peal called ’Thank You Jean- 
Marc Bosman”. They have 
written to Europe’s top 400 
play'ers In all tbe premier 
leagues to donate their bo- 
nuses from one game. 

Its organiser Paul Carlier 
sank Tlis career was shat- 
tered and you can h«ayiT>» 
toe lmp%t OD his llnawrtiil 

situation.” 

So far only one, the Bdgian 
defender Bertrand Crawon. 
who transferred from And^ 
lecfat to Naples In 299b, baa 
contributed. 

Bosman murmured gently 
last weekend: “Now they can 
show what it has meant to 
them and do .something for 
me. The)' have my bank ac- 
count number. I’ll be able to 
see what comes In.” 


Time running outforVan Gaal as 
Capello linked to Barcelona job 


Ourte Taylor 

T DktE appeared to be run- 
ning out on toe Barcelona 
coach Louis van Ctoal last 
I ni^t after toe dub slumped 
: to its lowest league position 
to 29 years. 

A meeting of toe Catalan 
dub’s board yesterday con- 
sidered the positioD of the be- 
leaguered coadi amid specu- 
lation that the reign of the 
man who succeeded Bobby 
Robson before the start of lati 
season would be brought to 

an early end. 

Earlier this month Van 
Gaal angrily denied press 
reports that the former Milan 
marh , Fabio Capello, had al- 
ready sign^ a “precontract’* 
to coach the team from next 
season. If true. Capello. wbo 
woo the league with Real Ma- 
dirid in 1997, would be the first 
Tnap to nianftg^ botil Of the 
two tradltlcmal powerhouses 
of Spanish fbotbalL 
Barcelona, who bave Just 
embarked on a year oi cente- 
nary edebrations, have now 
won only five of their 14 
lonpiB g pmps this seasoD and 
lie in 10 position. Tbey bave 
aTgp been dimlnated from the 
O^pTn pinmt League, a particu- 
larly galling failure in toat 
this year’s is to be held 
at the Nou Camp. 

On Sunday a TtifiOO crowd 
at the Non &anp waved white 
hwwriTf^ b*?^ in protest and 
Chanted for Van Gaal and the 
dub fthRlrmnn , Josep Luls 
Nunez, to go as Baioelona 
were bumbM 3-1 at home by 
newly promoted Villareal. 
The board would no doubt 
finH it easier to dispense with 
the Dutch coach’s services 


than with those of Nunez. 

“It’s eas>' to say. ’Van Gaal 
must go’ but that Isn’t tbe so- 
lution,” said toe embattled 
coach. “We need to keep calm 
and gain more confidence — 
that’s the only solution. 

‘Tn moments like this it’s 
difficult to believe to me as 
coach but I think toe fans can 
bdieve in me because we 
demonstrated last season we 
can come through problems 
like this." 

Last season Van Gaal’s 
team overcame indifferent 
early form to secure the 
league and cup double but 
pressure on toe former Ajax 
coach increased following the 
European Cup successes Real 
Madrid, tboir greatest rival 

Fans have been sceptical of 
Van Gaal’s tactics and alien- 
ated bj,’ the fact that he has 
drai^ in six Dutch players 
to tbe first-team squad, a pd- 
i^ that earned criticism from 
his fellow Dutchman and Bar- 
eelcma legend Johan Cruyff 
for his insensitivity to Cata- 
lan feelings. However. If Van 
Gaal is shown toe door it is 
results, not nationalities, 
which will bave been his 
downfall 

Meanwhile the World Cup’s 
t(9 scorer Davor Suker has 
atonitted he is unhappy at 
Real Madrid. 

The 30-year-old Croatian 
striker, wbo netted six &al8 
at France 98. was upset at 
only having played less than 
Tinif of Sunday’s game agotost 
Real Sociedad. “I don’t want 
to go. Tm very pro-Madrid, I 
think I've pro^ that. But if 
this continues, ni have to sit 
down with club president Loi> 
enzo Sanz and find a soltt- 
tion,” he said 


... 
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Olympic movement closes ranks, page 1 3 


ICC promises match-fixing inquiry, page 14 


Tuesday December 15 1998 


Hopes fade for England’s batting, page 14 


Vieira cleared of assault charge j page 15 


sGtiardian 


Leeds move into third spot 


Premiership: Leeds United 2 Coventry City 0 


Happy homecoming for Batty 


M in all, it’s 

■ ■ I « ■ 


reveal the fall 


David Hopps 


F LAIH and elegance 
have never been as ini' 
portant to David Batty 
as ttie end produce, and 

ttwi mt»iiTiat» nf hia tirtmamjning 
at SBTanH laat fiig W- np nlrt 

hardly have emphasised that 
more strong. 

Leeds 'wast third in the Pre- 
mfewiTiip and Batty even pro- 
vided die fUdE whidi srt up 
David Boptdn's flrat-lialf goal, 
but it was a fidgety, nnoon- 
vincing vlet« 7 , gt^ an exba 
^oss ^ Eee Bowyer's izunry- 
tune goal after a Jimmy 
Hassdbaink cross fhan die left 
was defected into his path. 

*lle’s been away fer a while 
but traicht he% ba^ vriiere he 
bdongs.** For Batty, a Leeds 
loyalist there was no denying 
die pride gener ate d by his 

r ah im Ttia rhflAahw T .ahtr f« 

on sale outside die ground, em- 
falaaoued 1 was bom to play 
fbr Leeds JJaitaST might have 
been designed for him. 

Alliances these days are 
largdy decided by potential 

haiftlf hai1an/«i»<; ^luw wn fai 4XH i<^ 

as “seeming the ftdure of my 
fikmllyO bat Batty's return to 
EOand Road was different: he 

ItaH marfa hnrrMMOiih 

11 years ago witti Leeds isth 
in the old SeocMid DivisKHi and 
the club <xi its knees; four 
years later, be won a dianqii- 
nwahip medal no one twH ax- 
pected; he lA reluctandy on 

bankers' ttmtrmMnna, anri to 
spdls wMi BladkbaitL ami 
Newcas^ pointedly refused 
to leave the area. 

Batty ptedctably banoured 
his devotees witti a sacrifloe — 
George Boatoig lay prone on 

the Hamp Tgllnrirt Boad tlicf 

wifiiln five minutes, and was 
du^ booked. It was a redcless, 
didlng diaHen^, typi- 
cal of tbe man; be not 
travd as for irtien be was com- 
muting. Coventry’s Itond Solt- 
vedL booked a minute earlier, 
deezly had ncX graq^ the sig- 
nificance of tbe evening. 

Both in giving youdi its 
>ipad , and Jn making RaHy 

first major agoing, Leeds’ new 
manag pT Dacvid O’Leary 
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Jim White 


^ jnBSTERDAYitwasan- . 

XX nounoeddiatdieflat- 
T headedbumtdebee 
I waseaUnctlnthis 
country. Nb longer win it bus 
from bloom to bloom btfbre 
endli^up.asa]lbum]:debee8 > 
<lo^ sphudngpobxQessty in the 
dnsL 

It was almost certain that 
last nltfit kom^bing else was 
lost to diB nadon. too: Eng- 
land’s active Inv^vemenl In 
Asbescsicicetexpiringforan- 
ofimr decade^ spinning point- 
iest in die dust under the 
flurowedgaxe ofthe ga^’s 
own Bumhle, David Lli^ 
Covering crideet in Austra- 
lia, newap^ier commentators 
are always bosfo^ to for^ 
tune, having to secMidrgness 
what might occur oyerxn^ 
Tbe way this series hds gone, 
hi i wiin a r ^ bait mawte thg w^*- 
er's Job SO much easier. Fhw 
would suggest it is unsafe to 
predict that unless tfaejcain 
came, what happened 
last night was tois: EkigJand 
wilted inihe Addaide besft. 
with Mark Ramprakash again 
left unbeaten, obliged tdfstand 
at one end watching his team- 
mates diqilay an the spinal 
solidity a slug vnth a pinrii 
ofsaltonitslaiL 
ffothing would have given 

Tngfl WMrtiPrplPMc nfy tfian tO 

have been proved wrung on 
thisCwelLshartofseeingNas- 
eem Hamed lose on points to 
Dale Wintop); But most likely 
the obituaries on Bngtish 
cricket are being polisbed off 
yet aBBin.ttieir sheen now so 
bright you can see your foce in 
them. No doubt many of the 
death notices wm hlazne tbe 
England players, which would 
be barsb on Ramprakash. Nas- 
ser Hussain and tbe ever^eso- 
lute Mike AdiertaiL Some wOl 
concentrate on eccentric 
selection, as If dripping Alex 
Ibdor and foigetting to bring 

aTnnp Phil T iifhaTl r nally Cp n- 

stitute mistakes sufficient to 
co^ file series. 

In feet, there is DO need to 
SeeklongexplanatiODs. The 
reason for England’s travails 
is fills: die best team won. 1 d> 
deed, even wittaoutSbane 
Warne, Aostralia appear to be 
unstoppable, good at every- 
thing, marshalled by a captain 
whose abOl^ and s^-belief 
are almost as vast as his back- 
side. TO watch tbese Austra- 
lians in dw fiesb is to witness 

u toamp la y in g a dHT b Hmf 


game fix>m us. I have never 
sisen cridoeters exude such 
b'risdJng menace. When Aus- 
ttalians do it, merely standing 
iM the slip cordon con sti tutes 
dhreatening behaviour. Any- 
one who wonders bow John 
Ckawley. an accomplished 
b atsman who was the leading 
En^idunan.ln tbe averages 
last summer, comes to resem- 
ble a six-foot dripping tap 
wrhen be arrives at an Austra- 
lian crease clearly hasn’t been 
ttiere. I sympathy with tbe 
pU^r; I felt Intimidated Just 
watriiingfrom the stands. 

England simply cannot 
o)mpete with this. It is not 
albout sledging. As the pitiful 
atttempfs of Dominic Coric to 
miateb die Aussies prove, it is 
not about loud-mouthed bad 
spiortsmanshlp: It is about the 
flannelled, aggressive pur- 
pose dial omnes firom krovrlng 
that your sport matters and if 
yo-u don’t succeed there’s a 
Ibig-jam of talent waiting to 
take yoiv place. In Britain, 

ar TlHng in thplon glhfnr>ing 

sbiadow of footbaU. crldcet has 
ceased to count Our once 
mttional game has become a 
minority sport 

In Australia, it is every- 
where. Walking past bo^ii^ 
sltea l saw brickies playing 
qricket In their tea break. 
E>TOry op^ space appears to 
bie occupied ^ pick-up games 
ojrinipoesUily hlifo standard. 

Xz 1 a park near the WaepL. dur- 
ixig a lunchtime knockabout 
Kith tbe Barmy Acmy. we 
Ktere joined bya bunch of 
ehger eight-year-olds out on a 
bji^day picnic. They pro- 
dseded to take us apart 
alaa^ter is too weak a term 
fiiir what they did. 



point about this 
I Ashes tour is that It is 
I ootthefoultofAlec 
I Stewart and his lads; as 
with tbe West Indies, they are 
suffering tbe consequences of 
a cultural Aift away Erom tbe 
game which has idEt us way 
bRhind the enthusiasts oftbe 
siib-coatinent and tbe south- 
ern hemisphere. 

Tbe gap between Australia 
and England is now so huge 
tbat we have reached tbe 
pcjint where no amount of 
schools of excellence, or two- 
ti'ered county structures or lot- 
ry-fUnded facilities will 

I And in ZVk years’ time tbe 
citele of Ashes humiliation 
starts again. Tbe ozily way it 
can be Imagined that the pot 
will be removedfiromthe Aus- 
ries’ grasp is iL like the Ryder 
C up. the rules of entry are 
clianged. Australia gainst 
the ReHof tbe Worid for the 
Ashes: tbe only drawback is. 
fiiat way there wouldn't be an 
EngUshman on the field. Un- 
lass he was the umpire. 


Teisl matoli reports, page 14 
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Wake up to the excitement of the World Wide WOb 
on Christmas morning. 


On'c-ct iTiterret to '3 -Acod o; .ird c/clt?;Ti*-n:. 5“ Click’' Is a p-esvcnt o-’cr’vone 

•A-.!' :o-.e. ‘.'d; cni/ ycj sccess ’'iet zs ci'.^r. era-. as you •■ka. jus; pa'vx.--d for 
vvnsT y-oc yo\ pet t’-.'Tr;;: :cd Tcd'g'5 no ccrnmrtrner-t. sr.d '.oo'ra o-i-ed oirAcdy 

td v-C’-i" cdoca O'"" ^0 ’Ticer.'e sof^•■.•2'e by GMi'ist.'T'a-s frioroird, 

Preetom 0800 731 7887 before December 20th, 
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that begins 
"You may 
think that 
this is 
terribly 
forward...” 
or is she 
checking to 
see if the 
trolly has 
arrived yet? 
Strangers 
onatrain 


7 The Caf, sound fraudster (7) 
BAIotofwaterfromtnsik . 
drownsigrat(7) 

10 Apertistogelherwitoit 
rev8r^(6j 

1 1 ,89 in the Hirndayas Hillary’s 
first; perhaps sh^ had 
daim?(8,7) 

f2Seel5 

13 Democmiic right Utterly 
available? 

14 Wastefirinesa, I said, points 
tonjin(t1) 

10 Modelofttiesedaysismodel 
of old ttafein style 

22 Bloomerwitharwtthoutths 
cowfQ 

23 No mors boxing would be 
greatt(5,3} 

24 Adorn Hennr’s guts wife 
decoration (6) 


2SSeetl 
20 Sees 

Down 


1 Pink e l ep han t? 0 My! Try 
holding the Spirit (7) 

2 Bone In pint and one makes a. 
eong)laM(9 

3,26 Saint wanteda rood fn 
flames put out-^,2, 7} 

4 Monkey erics forsome nuts in 


9 Hangei^ cant eland the 


6 Go on alone, we hear? (7) 

9 ForaYrinin1bofod...5ffi)'. 

15,12.. .toss some red cotes- 
(1A5,4) 

16 The Spectator' is a 
nswspaper(8) 

17 CereristoreCooperkaeps 
boltod(7] 


1)6,21 Was very little the matter 
: atfiret?(3AQ 

foO Insect injects accountant with 
compound of add ^ 

21 See18 


Stohrtion tomorrow 


Stuck? TTw) eai our sotanoK Krie 
orioaei sas 838. Cals cost 50p 
' per mkiuto 8t an thiM, Servisa suD- 
pSedbyATS' 
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